THE PERSECVTION OF 
CATHOLICKES IN EN 


plande. 
„ Tranſlated ovvt of frenche au Engliſhe and _ 
conferred vvxithe the Latyne ciple. by. 8 
To wvhiche there is added an epiſtle oy 1s 
the tranſlator ro-ghe right honorab 
Lordes of her tes preeuie cours 
cell towchynge the ſame matter. ' 
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Pſal. 0. Fer. 38. 


They ſhed innocentblood, euen the blood | 
of theyr ov ſonnes and of theyre 2 
ovvne daughtets, | 


Plal, 54. Ver. . 


bey lay the dead e betyer of thy ſurumaet ( Le 
a 2 — 6 the n 2 the 22 
of bye te the beaftes of the firlde. 


Imprynted at Douay in Artois. 
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TO THE HONO RA: 
BLE LORD ES OF HER 


MAIESTIES PREEVIE 
COVNCLLL 


INDINGE thisepiſtle of the per 
ſecution of Bnglande,divulged in 
» divers foraine languages, Right 
7 honorable:l vvas moued bethe to 
1 mrauflate it to my countrye men, 
vvhome properlye it concernethe: 
& te directe it to your Lordſhips, to vrhome 
principallye it appertaineth. My entent herein 
vas fimple and plaine : Firſt to procure goed 
; mens prayers, by diſcloſinge our neceſſities, fe- 
condlie, to moue your honours at lenghe, ( if ir 
might bee. e ſome fauorable & mercifull con- 
ſideration of our calamities: vvhiche perhaps in 
ſome parte are more particul declared in 
this diſcourſe, then euerie one a y ON e4£re 
hathe ether ka@vve of © 
For albeit vve 
fictions and pe | 
bothe in name & uu 
| ſhip yet knovv wwe 
yes precuie to eucrye” 
ment and hard vſage, nor | 0 
vryſe and honorable ) vvoulde Alewve of t 
ſame. / 


VVherefore ſeinge the treatiſe fol loyyinge 


V 
* 
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ys vvriten by a man, bothe of greate modeſtie. as 
appeareth,by his ſtyle, and alſo of good intelli- 
gence in —— matters paſt. as it maye ſeme by 
the particulers by him alleaged: I doe moſt hum- 
blye beſeeche your honours, to lend the labour 
— ouer the ſame, and to conſider in 
our qvvne c6ſciences, before the dreadfull ma- 
zxeſtic of our lord and Sauyour, to vrheſc juſtice 
bothe you and vve remaine accountable for our 
doinges in this lyfe , vyhether the ſufferinges of 
Catholiques heere recited, deſerue complaint of 
our ſyde and of your honours parte, conſidera- 
tion or no. It is a lavvfull and allovvable refuge 
deliuered ys by nature her ſelſe, to mourne and 
bevvayle in time of afflition, and to barre vs of 
chis, ether by offence or puniſhement , vvere as 
har de as to prohibite the ſicke mat to grone, or 
the childe to pule vvhiche is greevouſlye bea- 
ten. If vve grone vvithout greefe, or complayne 
vvnhout cauſe:yve are yynyyorthye of compaſ-* 
kon,and deſerue no redrefle: but if our caſe be 
ſuche , as it moucth admiration to as manie as 
beate it, and us ſmall horror to them vvhiche 
conkder ic: ve hope your Lordſhips , beinge 
our borne peeres and Nobles of our nation, 


veil not r ſelues more com- 

* oles © our miſerics, then ftrapns 

dern vvho bee leſſe in nature to affecte vt. 

Euter in Lew el beſeche you on 

| — oren or of yrhome you alſo 

: one crave mercye, enter in (I lay 

bat to ſome ſmall cogitation, vyhat you do: te 
yrheme:for yy hat cauſe: to vv hat ende. 


TO THE COVNCELL: 1 
meaſure as the lyke hathe ſcarſe ben mentioned .,, 
in Chriſtianitie before , albeitin ſome pointes —— 
more couertlye then ſome other did. And as tholiques 
for the diſciplyne of the Ins Churche, ſuffer. 
vvhiche is commonlye accuſtomed to be laicd 
atainſte ys, vyhereby ſhe puniſhethe nevy fan« 
gled deuiſers,and obſtinate bringers in of nevy 
religion, it hathe no compariſon at all vvithe this 
of your: ſor ſirſt.that diſciplyne is olde and aun- 
cient, and allovved by your ovvne practice of 
burninge other ſectaties then of the parte of Cal 
uine. VVbereby it follovvethe, that our Churche 
hauinge condemned as orderlie lohn Calvine 
and his folloyvers, in her late generall and moſt 
learned Councell. at ſhe hathe donne other ſe- 
aries executed by your (clues : yt ſhe puniſhe 
alſo Calviniſtes amonge other ſectaries : ſhe is 
no mere to be blamed for the Game in indiffers- 
cie of reaſon, then your parte for burniuge A- 
nabaptiſtes ſamilians or the lyke. 

Secondlye if vve compare the procedinges 


moſt of all brought and rag 


{hall fände that in all reſj 

mounte and to ouer — — that. aad to be bothe 

greater, and incom ye more treuoaſe. — 
For firſt ether ſev ot none vvere tovyched me. 

then, but ſuche az vyere ether obſtinace, or ma- . 

litiouſe, ot vvilfull to intrude them ſelues: and 

hovve infinite manie vvete tollerated, and vvin, 

cked at, although they vvere knoyven, — 

your honours(UThinke) vvill not denie to gels 
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particuler teſtimonye. Secondlie they vrhiche 
vvete complained of, aud attached, vvere ciui- 
lye dealt vvith ill, diſputed vvithe at large bothe 
publiquelye aud priuatelye, made to ſee their 
vveaknet, though not to cõfeſſe the ſame:and if 
ſentence paſſed againſt them for obſtinacie, yet 
vvas their execution, vvithe all fauorable com- 
paſſion. vvhich: the lavve did permit, and mitiga 
tion of their paines vvithe ſhorte diſpathe: the 
contraric of all yyhiche is vied tovvards vs. Aud 
as for tormentinge and rackinge and prohibi- 
tinge their frinds from ſuſtaininge them, vvithe 
terrour to all thoſe vvhiche ſhoulde bodilye re- 
leeue their pouertie:I thinke our aduetſaries 
vvill not once charge vs vvithe it. It is not pra- 
Aized amongeſt vs, yppon the greateſt hereti- 
ues that euer vvere:God for bid that it ſhoulde, 
Matth. 29. it is to to cruell for Chriſtian natures, VVe are 
Ela.gs, commaunded by our religion, to feede the hun 
— Chriſt him ſelſe, aad muche more. not to 
arr them that vvoulde geue relecte,yvhen vve 
vvill not. Finallye, if vve confer numbers to 
numbers,men to men,priſons to priſons, viage 

to vſage, there is no compariſon. 
And yei{good Lorde)vyhat kyn or l:knes is 
there inthe matter? they vvere puniſhed by an 
prote auncient generall lavve , for brynginge in of 
—_— nevy opinions, neuer hard ofin England beto- 
re, and condemned by the highe Conſiſtorie 
and parlament of Chriſtiandome, gathered to- 
gether for the ſame purpole, Vve are perſecuted 
by nevy nationall Statutes, for holdinge the aun- 
cient faithe of Chriſtianitie , and onelie religion 
of out forefathers in England , vvithout ether 
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1 blique diſputation in. out doQtrine- 
T 


ey diflented not onlie from vs.butalſo from 
the firſt beginners of their ovyne ſide, and vvere By Lacher 
ſolemlye condemned for heretiques by the ſa- 47.1 f. con 
me. but no ſuche matter can be ſaied of vs. They — 
agreed not amongeſt them ſelues vppon the og alfo b 
pointes of anie one relygion, but eche man as he the 5d 
had receaued of ſome —— teacher. So be. „the pri 


inge aſked(for Example ſake ) of the number of co 


Sacramentes:* ſome helde ryvo,vyithe Caluini- x560. and 
ſes, ſome three or fovver vvithe Melan&hs.So by others. 
me three or tyyo,or one vvithe b Luther. And if — 
they vvete demaunded of particuler ſacramen- hn — — 


tes, as of penance : one vvoulde holde it no ſa- confe 


vvithe Melancthon, an other onelye a ſacramen- - 
tall ſigne vvithe© Luther in one place, aud in an — 
other,a verye i trevy ſacramẽt hauinge annexed „Loco. cb. 
vnto it, the promiſe of grace. If they vvete aſked d · vo he hol 
of holy orders: one vvoulde deay it to be a fa. 4eche ia 
crament vvith Luther and Melancthon in one — 
place, and an other vvoulde holde it a trevv ſa- end of his 
crament vvithe Melancthon in an © other place. caprivitie 
Some other vvoulde holde it an vaordinarie (a- „ Babils: 
3 > > . c.So he hol 
crament vvithe* Caluine , and thus as ſheepe ech in lab. 
brought ovvt of their folde, and left amazed in ge ca. 3204. 
the brode filde,not kaovvinge vyhat yvaye or 4. S he hol 
pathe to take, they ſtood — in their ovyne de 
opinions, and yet vvich obſtinacye cucric man ” — 
to dye in the ſame: but vve ſtand all in one fai- wan; 
the conſonant to it ſelfe in euerie point, not e. in ea 
deuiſed by our ſelues , but left ynto vs by the 7p —— 
geuerall conſent of all antiquitie in Chriſtiaͤn © 


dome, and yet are yyc mere afflicted for the 
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ſame,then if vve vvete heretiques or deuiſers of | agai 
anie nevy religion. as 5 
The per- The perſons puniſhed by your honours are cor 
= nod of your ovvne bloud, and nation, borne ſubie- ti 
"Res ofthe lande, and commonlye of ſuche lyfe the 
and conuetſation, as are not yrorſt lyked in the cot 
__ vyhere they dvvell: of quiet and ciuill be- gre 
auyour.moſt readie bothe vvithe lyfe & goods nee 
to ſetue their Princeſſe, andy our honours, y vic! rec 
all deyvtifall and faithfull good vvill. They nei- the 
ther deale nor ptactiſe agaynſt the ſtate abro- go! 
de, nor offer injuries to their neighbours at dif 
ho me But are moſt readye and vvillinge to con hir 
currevvithe your Lordſhips, for the preſeruin- fo 
The cauſe ge the yt Countrye in peace and quiet, eche man vy 
of perſccu- accordinge to his povvet & calliuge. The onlie re 
nas cauſe of their moleſtation , is their conſcience lig 
in religion, vvhiche beinge ſetled vppon ia- no 
wiacible grounds,as it ſemethe to them, i not te 

in their povver to alter at their pleaſute, neither 

is *. perſecution in the vyorde, able to change po 
the ſame, but rather confirmethe it more & mo- ve! 
re.brinzinge alvvaies an argument vvithe it, of ler 
lacke of truthe in the perſecutor, vyiche ſee- ny 
kethe co ſupply by externall terror the thynge yo 
he is not able to proue by argument. ge 
The ende The ende therfore vyhiche your Lord( ups tha 
of this per- pretende by this rigourouſe courſe of auſteritie eue 
to vvitt,to bringe men to conformitie in mat- no 
ters of religion , can neuer doubiles take effect ſci 
by this meanes, but muſt nedes mak: greater diſ- vv! 
iunctioa, for the reaſons by me declared befo- En 


re. And if your honours ſHoulde vppon terrour 
beinge any fraile man to conforme him ſelſe 


- 
” 
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againſt his conſcience, in ſuche externall actes. 
as you require:yet your vviſdomes can not but 


re conſider, that he is neuer the nearer gotten for 
e this, but rather in his harte muche farther of 
E then before, hauinge vvounded his ſovvle and 
e conſcience vppon compulſion, vvhiche lyinge 
bo greuouſe and feſteringe vvith in his breaſt, nuſt 
E needes often put him in myude of the iniurye 
q receaued, and ſo more deteſt the thynge done, 
- them befote.VVherfote ſeinge there is not hinge 


- gotten to your Lordſhips entent, by this mans 
e diſlimulation ,bat muche loſt often tymes vnto 
1 him ſclſe,cuen as muche as the price of his ſoule 
- for doinge againſt his conſcience and iudgemẽt, 
i vyherby he muſt be tried at tie latter daye:the- 
re is no cauſe ether in reſpeR of pollicie or re- 
ligion,vvhich maie perſvvade vs, that your ho- 
nours vvill alyvayes holde this heauie and ex- 
treame raſe tovvardes vs. 
And becauſe I fall into the mention here of poi e. 
polycie,vyherunto I knoyve your honoury,(as 
very vviſe, to haue a ſpeciall eye and particu- 
ler regarde,albcitI preſume not to pretende a- 
| ny part of that profounde iudgemeat, vyhiche 
| your honorable vviſedomes by nature and lon- 
ge pratiſe haue attained in the ſame: yet to ſay 
that, vvhich common reaſon layethe oppen to 
euerye meane vnderſtandinge : it appearethe 
no vraie to impeache polycie(ifreſpeR of con- 
ſcience vvere laide a ſide ) to proceede ſome 
vvhat mylder yvitie the Catholique parte in 
Englande. 
1 vvill not talke of intrinſecall and ſpeciall 2 + 
pointes, mentioned heretofore by ſome other, M.. Alen 
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& eaſie to be conſidered of by your Lordſhips, 
as the counterpeſinge of ether ſectes. and daun- 
geron fations, grovvinge and conkrminge by 
the quiet they enioye through eur onlie mole» 
ſtations. I vvill ſpeake onlie of the nature of eur 
Catholique religion, vv hic he as it vvas firſt plot- 
ted ovyt by the moſt highe vviſedome of God 
him ſelſe , that is, by his Sonne our Sauiour, and 
founded by them vyhiche immediatlye recea- 
ved their ſpirite from him , that is, by his Apo- 
ſtles. and diſciples: ſo ſtandeth it ſubſtantiiallie, 
vvith all right yviſedome and polycie .) beinge 
giftes of God and litle — of his infinite 
vviſedome ) and .eſtabliſheth the kingdomes 
vvherein its receaued and executed according- 
lie, in all henour , peace,tranquilitic and vveal- 
the , as may appeare by the longe continuance 
of other Realmes Catholique abrode, and eſpo- 
ciallie by our oyvne, vvhiche hathe continued 


from the beginninge of her conucrſion, for the 


ſpace of mere then a Thevvſande — 
te proſperitie, riches, and renovvne by the lame. 
V hereat in the means ſpace, diuers greate kyn- 
tdomes, ſtatet, and principalities, haue ben ouer- 
throvven by the occaſion of here ſie and alte- 
ringe this religion, an ſia, Greece, Egypt, Affrica, 
Huvgarie,and the like: and yvhat vvill finallie 
become of divers ether countryes neere vnto vs 
and as yet lyinge vnder the tryall of Gods ban- 
de, though alreadie greately raſed ſpoyled, and 
impoveriſhed,vve can not tell. 

And the reaſon of theſe different eſfectes 
in hereſye and in the Catholique religion, beſy- 
des the particuler pronidence of God, ſtande- 
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the principallie in this one pointe, that yye ha- Hane rek. 
gion to vv 
ue a certayne and ſure meane to kepe vnitie and ching* the 
coaſent thorovvgh ovvt the vvhole, by vuder- vveale pe- 
ſtandinge ſcriptures accordinge to the expoſi. blique- 
tions — —— from tyme to tyme, asd 
by obeyinge the determination of one Supre- 
me paſtor, vvith che generall Councells of Chri 
ſtian prelates, in all matter of ſtryſe that may 
f. ovvt.V Vheras the heretique in the c6trarye 
parte, obeyinge no paſter,but at his pleaſure, 
nor receauinge ante mans expoſition of ſcri- 
pture but his oyvne,mult nedes rayſe and main- 
tayne much contratietie of opimont and conſe- 
qnentlye muche deuiſion of people by the ſame: 
and then hauinge no place to reſt, nor vvaye to 
end (for generall Councell or paſtor he vvil not 
heare), alſo makinge the temporall prince hed 
of all, vv hiche often tymes is a childe, and ma 
eaſelie be impelled to varietie —— 
nee des make greate innouations,vy hiche alvvas 
ics are greate hazardes to kingedomes and ſta- 
tes. And this in generall is betvvixt our religion 
and othets tovvchinge the matter of Common- 
vvealthe. | 
But noyv;if vve looke into certayne parti- — 
, differences 
culer commodities and helpes vvhich our reli — 
gion bringeth vnto a common vvealthe , and Catholi- 
vvhiche the religis of our aduerſaties impug- que & pro- 


ad 


' nethe and ouerthrovvyeth:vye ſhall caſclic "ſes — 


that permiſſion of the Catholique, can not any Aenne 
vvay preiudicate the vvealepublique of any ce & coact- 
ſtate. And for examples ſake, vve vvill make our avance of 
compariſon in bag andeit ſelfe, vvhere the pra- e cbm 
ctiſe and effect of bothe religibs have byn novy *** 
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experlenced,and dyuers men yet alyue, that ha- 
ue ſeene and proved the conſequence of bothe, 
and can the caſyer gecue iudgement of the com- 
pariſon. 

Firſt therfore, our religion teachethe atuall 
reſtitution of all goods vvhat ſo euer, cther 
vvr6gfullye or deceatfuilye gotten,or taken by 
might or iniurye. And it teachethe this reflirutis 
in ſuche ſeuere manner , as no prieſt may »bſol- 
ue anie man from his ſinnes duringe his lyfe, por 
admitt him to avy Sacrament, no nor at the ex- 
treame pointe of deathe it ſelſe, ( vyhere not 
vvithſtandinge all other matters are releaſed) 
except he be content to make a ctuall reſtitution 
(accordinge to his abilitic ) to the partie iniu- 
tyed:nether can anye mortail povver,or prelate 
of the Churche , diſpenſe in this point, vyhere 
the vvill ofreſtitution is not, bur that ſuche a 
one dyinge,is accounted a reprobate and dam- 
ned perſon, and not to be praied for by our 
Churche, of vvhiche thinge doe enſevv tyyo 
greate commodities to the common yvealth, 

Firſt that men knovvinge they muſt make 
this reſtitution againe, if ever they be able, are 
muche ſtaicd from extortion , thefte, bryberye, 
vſerys, Simonie and the like offences, vyhiche 
temporall lavves of them ſelues can neuer tho- 
rovyghlic bridle.Secondlic that manie reſtitu- 
tibs ate made dailyeto parties vyronged in our 
Churche, at leſte Vviſe vv hen mẽ come to dye: %& 
of this I could heere alleage bothe rare & mar- 
uelous examples. 

But for the proteſtant , he troubleth. hm 
ſelſe litle aboute this matter, nether hathe tre 
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any mean es in deed to do the ſame ( confeſſion 
beinge taken avvaie) and the practiſe is ſo ſtran- 
ge amongeſt them,as you ſhall reade in the ſto- 
ry: {olovvinge,a good man puniſhed fovver ye 
res iu the Tovvet of London , for reſtoringe of 
trventie pevvndes for an other man after his 
deathe. .Obſerus- 
Secondlie our religion teacheth the obſer- tion of * 

uati6 of vovves. that is, that vv hoc ſo euer hathe vovves. 
made a vovv to God. of a thinge, honeſt, lavvtull 

and poſſible: is bounde to keepe it, accordinge . 

as the ſcripture biddeth vs: of reddice d- Ty» 
mine:yovy and paye your vevves to God. Of vy- 

hiche our churche inferrethe, that ſeinge our 

promiſſe to our neighboure , is alſe a kinde of 

vory, vve are bounde in like ſorte to keepe 

that for cdſcience ſake : muche more then if vve 

ſtoode bounde to the ſame by obli u, and 

to make devve recompence and refticution, if 
vve breake the Come. VVherof enſued fuche — 
ſaithfull and truſtie dealinges àmongeſt our L 
auncient forefathers. But novy the proteſtant 4 brea» | 
teachlage, that vovves made to God may be bro tant 
ken,eche man inferrethe therof, if 1 maye brea- "ns 
kea vovy togod, muche more a vvorde or pro- 

mile to a mas, and ſo yye ſee nov no promyſe 

or bargaytne kept but onlie for commoditie, & 
tre is no truſt to mens vvordes any longer. 
Thyrdlye our religion vſethe abſtinence of . Abſttzen 
fleſhe and ſome other meates at certayne times 77 e le 
and dd net condemainge the creatures, ©** 

but forbearinge the vſe thetof, for puniſhioge 
our bodies for more ferucat ſetuinge of God, at 
c ertaine tymes more the other:as i lent frydaies, 


14 - THE EPISTLE 


Saterdayes, and other, azis appoimied by our 
churche,vvhiche daies beinge in number very 
neere tio. that is, almoſt the one halfe of the ye- 
re, beſides the obſeruances of religious people, 
vyherof many neuer cate fleſhe at all, and beſi- 
des the particuler deuotions of infinite private 
perſ6s vyhiche abſtaine at certarne other times: 
doo brynge an ineſtimable commoditie vnto a 
The publi- vvealepublique. For that ſhe, herbes, frute, and 
Jede thebke,vyhiche Catholiques yppon theſe daiet 
y ab : 
finkee fg do vic,de-not 2 2 — the lande, 
fleſhe, beinge taken the moſt parte from the vyvster: 
But conſuminge of fleſhe dothe , beinge vvh- 
lye fed vppon the grounde, vvhiche fleſhe, b 
thes daies of abſtinence encreaſethe — 
ſpeciallie aboute the ſpringe tyme , vvhen our 
lencfallethe out, at vvhat time, by the iudgemẽt 
of (kilfull men.che forbearinge of fleſhe for tho 
ſe onlie ſix vvee keis, is ſufficient for the mainte- 
nance of all the yere after. And vvhat availe this 
abſtinẽce bringerhe to a kingdome in one yere, 
it maie be geſſed,if a man make but an eſtimate 
vyhat the fleſhe is vvorthe, vyhiche vvoulde 
maintaine all Englande one daie, and then dou- 
ble the Tame _ {core times in euerye — 
and conſider vvhat it vvill amounte to in teyy- 


eres. 
0 And novv, albeit the proteſton · (for polyties 
ſake onlie as he ſaithe)vvill ſeeme to commaun- 
de the like abſtinence at ſome of they daies* yet 
ſeynge it is but an externall puniſhment onlie, 
and no matter ef conſcience to breake the prin- 
ces layve thefin,as they afhrme : hov ve manye 


(trovv you vill breaks the ſametgr bayy mas / 


.. Fovvert 
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nie proteſtantes them ſelues do obſerueittif you 
conuerſe vvithe the preachers, you ſhallſee them 
eate fleſhe euerie daie, and inuite other men to 
do it, and judge verie yuill of them, that vvyll 
not therin beate them companye. The temperall 
iudges alſo, vvhen in their lent circuite, thei pu- 
blthe this verie proclamation of abſtinence,do 

cate openlye fieſhe them ſelues. Hovy then ſhall 

the people obſerue the ſame, vvhen they ſee bo- 
the their Ecclefiaſticall and temporall gouer- 

n out to do the contrarye?che trueth is. that the 

exacte ob ſervinge of this lavy amongeſt higher 

eſtates,is onlie in Catholiques, as alſo amongeſt 

the common people, except ſome poore pro- 

teſtant that gas get no fleſhe, and therby is con- 

ſtrayned to make of neceſſitie a — other 

vviſe he vvill eate it euen in deſpite of the ty» 

me. So that this commonvvealthe point depen- 

deth — in deed of the Catholique parte. 

ly 


nece aforeſaide from fleſhe, cõmaundethe alſo- 
many of the ſame dayes to be kept in faſt. to the 


| number atleaſt of a huadred euery yere in Ea- 


glande. In vVhiche tymes there is but one meale 
to be made a daye, andthe other to be ſpared; 


e our 2 , befides this abſti- n 


Faſtinge. 


vvhiche one meale ſauede beinge valued, but at rhe ſequel 
alovy price thorough ovvtallthe perſ5s aboue of faſtiage. 


vi _ of age in Englande,( for after that ty- 
me they are bounde to faſt). amountethe to x 
greate ſumme of menye,and beinge doubled 
hundred tymes euerie yere, aryſethe to muche 
more, vvhiche greate ſumme is vtterlye loſt by 
the proteſtaat that faſtethe nor, and ys ſaued by 
the Catholique to the yyealpublique,V Vhiche 
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difference albeit it be not felt preſentlye in 4 
greate ſtare(for greate pro {hriacke not at 
the beginnyage vvithe litlE chynkes:) yet in ti- 
me it yvill ſuevv his effecte, vvhen greate multi- 
tudes of people jhalbe by the ſame meancs of 
proteſtancie increaſed(asſhalbe ſhevved in the 
next reaſon foloyyynge )& the olde pronifiog 
of the lande by licle & litle conſumed, as alredie 

I thincke in parte vve ſee it fulfiled 
Fifthiye our religion commaundethe conti- 
== lyfe nencie and ſolelyfeto all cleargie men, and to 
en BYE all ſortes of religious people, vvVhich( to omite 
all other reſyectes )yt oi tethe greatlic the com- 
mon vvealthe, and the libertie of marriage gy- 
ven by che proteſlante. btingeth iaſ ait inc on- 
ueniences. For firſt f vve make an eſthnate of 
the number vvhiche lyued vamarryed in Ca- 
tholique ty mes in England, allo wvinge to cuery 
, pariſhe churche but tyvo obe veichy 


ax other , vvithe other offices 
pendinge of the ſyiri ecfore 
quiringe ſole life: & if vye this.the grea · 


te numbers of all religlaus people, bothe men 
and Women in —— other vvhere, 
vvhiche perhaps vyere tyviſe as manye as the 
| — {hall and the number to ariſe verie 
greate, vvhiche all lyninge then vumstied and 
chaſt (or cls ſhoulde haue donde) if vve no 
allo vv them to marye and accounte to euetye 
coople, but three or fovyer children, and fo 
conſequentlye to their children,and childrens 
children: vve ſhall ſee that the encreaſe of pee» 
ple vvilbe huge in ohe age: and much wore in 
manye ages ſollo y vistze , vv hiabos all briage no- 


/ viſhed by the commd vvealthe, muſt needes p- 
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ſer greatlie the lande, vvithe mayne multitude 
of people, and they, for the moſt parte ydlealſs 
ffor ſo art e mens children commenlye) ; 
and 9 mu che the 


. 64e this if rye 1 the — of 
temporall prouifi6, 0 — by 
their mari — to — 41 for 
needes, and then for the tyme to come:as Lager 
n. ſome portion for the W 
vinges for the children, and the like: vve 
finde that they can nether keepe that be. 
tie for the poore, vvhiche yyas ryouner 
re the legſes,copicholdegand other * of 
Eccleſiaſticall lyuingea to hel 
in iimes paſt vyas accuſt — and 27 44 
builde Colledges, Churches, aud other a 
—— of * vy hiche theit 

— the miniſter dye not, 
Ly — 8 erphanes vppon 2 
the bee oY is more polled, bo . 
vve fee, that the the — . men, 
dyuers yvayes (poileth 1 — commonal ns 
and conſequentlye impeyrathe greatlye the 
vvealpublique. 

$i1xihlye our religion prohibi — i05 
des 46 rayie their rentes, or anye 
preſſe their tenantes, except it — 2 bak 22 reno 
me greate cauſe and yvithe 
knoyyen and allovved of by ſpiri men & 
learned divines,a0d if they do it r 204 
— Churche dethe ſalemly @- 

* nnn, Yves the canſy 
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Tathebulle that ont good foreſathert iu tym es paſt; and eſ- 
de can do ſpeciallic all _—_ meq; vſed to let their lan- 
— es at a teaſonable rate: yyhereby ini nite men 
- — vvere ſuſtained and holpen , as appearerhe by 
pe cuerye dur Abbayes in tyme paſt in Englide, the vvan- 
yere on mi te yyhereof the poore countries vyhiche dyycll 
dy —— aboute them, do novv feele. 
Ar — $euenthlye our religion holdeth tovvchin- 
giis novis ge the Nate of mariage, that vvho ſo euer in on 
non impo- ce layvfullye contrafted in vvedlocke to an 
nendic: other, albeit they male be vppen cauſe deuor- 
5 Deuorce 
mentes, oed from compaininge one vvithe an other: yet 
Mach. 1. 3. can the bide of mariage never be ſo broken, at 
6.7.8, either partye maie marye againe, duringe the o- 
thers naturall Iyfe. And therfore they muſt 
ether reconcyle them ſelues together againe, or 
els 1yue chaſt. VVhiche is a brydell to manye 
miſ that muſt nedes enſevy vppon our 
aduerſaries contrarie doctrine and practiſe in 


this matter,vyho allovve thediuorced to mary 


ne, the other partie yer lyuinge. V Vhiche li- 
— layed o —— e, geuethe oc- 
cafion of — miſlyke and divorce betvvixt 
them, ypp6 hope to marye agayne vvhere they 
like better, to the greate diſturbance of com- 

men vyealthes in proceſſe of tyme. 
301 obe- Eightlic , our religion teachethe à pointe 
dience to abovyt magiſtrates, vvhich greatlie concerne- 
Magiltrate? the the common yyealthe,and the contrerye 
do@rine of our aduerſaries,is very muche hurt 
full and daungeruoſe vnto the ſame. The point 
is chu. That vve teache all layves of m ares 
(be the magi good or evill ) yyhichenre of 
thinges ether good, or indifferent, ot uot᷑ or- 
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preſſely againſt Gods commandement, dot bin- , 
de the ſubiectes conſciences to obedienee that 
is, the ſu bie ctes are bovvnde in conſcience, to 
obey them not onlie excernallye , but alſo in 
riuate and ſecrete, and to accounte itas a ſyn 
b. fore God, if they vvillinglye breake the ſame, 
for that the magiſtrate vvhat ſocuer,is Gods mi · 
niſter. Verof it folovveth that the lavves of 
the c6mon yvealthe are obeyed trevylic,& ſyn- 
cerelye , as vvell in ſecret as in open ſhevve, 
vvithe loue alſo, and vvuhout grudge or con- 
tempt to the magiſtrate. 
But the proteſtant theachethe that no lavv 
of man byndeth the ſubieRes conſcience to num. g. 
obedience , vyherof it muſte needes follovy, 
that ſeinge the lubiect obeytthe not of con- 
ſcience but onelye for policie and in reſpect of 
— ſo eutt he in not This is ab. 


in feare of that puniſhment , he vvithout ſcru- ſo the ca- 
vvyhye 


2 ple vvill contemne and breake that commaun- 


dement of his magiſtrate , as for example, he 
Vvil cate fleſhe in the lent, in ſuche places and 


Ike. VVhiche thinge is verye hurtfull & daun- 7 — 
gerouſ I have ſaled to the vveale publique. 
For befides the common breakinge of publi- tt. 
que lav ves in ptiuate . and ſecrete places, vv her- 

by the magiſtrate grovvethe into contempt . & 

the fate 2 anie tyme the ſublectes or 
any faction of them, ſhalbe (6 ſtronge and har tows food 
die. at not to feare the magiſtrates puniſhement. 

vyhac ſhall cauſe them anye longer to obey? 
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Feare of puniſhment there is none:In conſcien- 
ee by this doAtrine )they are not bounde: yyhy 
then maie not they as vvell preſcribe layves to 
the magiſtrate,as he to them lu this pointe ther 
fore , Catholique religion more vpholdethe 
the rvealepubliquethey that of our aduerſa- 
r 


ics. 
Ninthlye it is of no ſmall importance vnto 
— 4 * Chriſtiaa common medio, eviatiad 1s 
— — men yvithin the limites of vertue and 
oneſtie ) chat vvhiche our religion teachethe 

of the drfference of ſynnes, and of the nature of 

n concupiſcence. For tovvchinge the firſt, as vve 
holde, that as ſome ſynacs are greevons and 

% mortall:fo ſome axe lighter, called veniall, that 

i, ſuche as of their nature and by rigour of in- 

. 15+ ice, deſerue not cternall damnati6 , and expell 
not alvvaye grace, but may Rtande vvithe the 


lame. yyecall (for exiples ſake)as to be 


droncke: veniall,to drincke a litle more then a 


man ſhoulde. Mortall, to geeue conſentin a a 


mans harte to an euill cogitation:veniall, to be 
negligent in expellinge the ſame, though he cõ- 

ſent not. 
alvin. in Our aduerſaries holde that all ſynnes, be 
con- they neuer (© litle, are mortall of their ovvne 
1 natures,and of them ſelues do deſerue damna- 
tion.Secondlye toyrchinge concupiſcence,vve 
holde, that in the regenerate, that is, in Chri- 
ſtians — par * naturall inclination of 
li.s, luſtinge, in man, ad n the auncient 
;ne. le fathers doe terme it,that is, to ſtryue vvithall, is 


U 1.4 e not ſyane of it ſelfe, except vve geeue conſent 
'c.vic, to the motion, Our adverſaries holde that the 


it.c. vic. 


by 


= >a 0 am a .To 
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verye motion it ſelffe though po conſent be ge- 
uen vato it , is (yn. 

Of chis diuerſitie of doctrine flovvethe 
greate diuerſitie of effectes into the common 
vvealthe. For ovyt of our doctrine enſuethe 
this, that ſeinge the naturall motion of concupe- 
ſcence in me to euill, is not (yn, except I yealde 
vato it: | vvill ſtriue _ it, and not yelde 
conſent,for ſauinge of my ſoule. Againe,ſcinge 
there is a difference of ſynne, yf I ſhould be ca- 
ried avvaye a litle further then Iought: yet vvill 
I at leaſt, ſtriue to refrayne mortal! ſyn vvithe 
all diligence, conkderinge that this ſynne , brin- 
geth damnation. 

But out of our aduerfſaries contrarie do- 
Aryne, enſevveth in contraryvviſe, that ſe inge 
concupiſcence moucthe one vvhether he vvill 
or no, to matters vnlavvfull, as to adulterie, 
theft,murther,and the like: and ſeinge vybecher 
he conſeut or no, he hat he alredye. ſyn ned by 
the verye naturall motion: againe , ſeinge »ll 
ſianes are mortall and none veniall: vyhat flu 
let him to conſent to the mtion, and to accom- 

liſhe the ſame, at leaſt;in defire, ſeinge he can 
bs ſyn mortallic, if he doe it, and ſo hathe he 
don alredye by the verie motion it ſelſe, vv hi- 
che is not in his povver to ſtaye. And by this 
meanes , ſcinge he muſt needes fyn mortally 
vrhether he conſent or not conſent to the ſyn: 
vvho vvill not rather confent to the luſt vvithe 
pleaſure , then ſtryue againſt the ſame vvithe 
greate payne, and yet to ſinne neuer the leſſe. 
And ſo this openethe an infinite gapp te ſyn & 
all le vd lyfe. for that no mi,yvill ſtryue aboute 


904 s an 
vill and 
aynes for 
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that v iche he can not auoide, that is, abovvt 
the reſiſtance of mortall ſyane. 

Tenthlie torychinge the revvarde of euill 
and good lyfe in the next vvoride , and tovy- 
chinge expiation of ſyn in this lyfe, our religion 
teacheth, that a morcall ſyn, beinge once com- 
mitted after baptiſme , is not ſo — diſpat- 
ched agayne, but beſides faithe, there is re qui- 


. red firlt,hartie ſorovy vviche full purpoſe neuer 


to commit the ſame againe. Then humble cou- 
ſeſſiou of the ſame to the prieſt. Thirdlye, after 
the guylie of the ſyane remitted by the vertue 
of Chriſtes paſſion in the Sacrament of abſolu- 


9. tion, there is required ſome temporall punifſhg 


ment and penance,for ſatiſſaction of gods iuſt i- 

ce:the vytiche if a man fulfill not in this Lyfe, 

he muſt paye it in the next vvith muche more 
ayne. 

Aſtet thu, vvhen he commethe te heauen, 
vve holde, that he ſhall receaue his degree of 
gloryeaccordinge to his perfection of life in 
this vvorlde, as alſo accordiage to his demerite 
and meaſure of vvickednes, he ſhall teceaue the 
quanditie of his tormentes in hell , if he go 
thither. VVherof follovvethe bothe feare ta 
commit ſyn, ſeinge a man muſt take ſuche payaes 
for the releaſe of the ſame inthis yvoride : as 
alſo diligence in all the three vvorkes ſatisf4- 
orie, to vvite, prayers, almes, and afflictiou of 
our oryne bodies. for preventinge the paynes 
of purgatorie .A'ſo zeale of perfection in good 
men, ſeinge their degree in glorye ſhalbe accar- 
dinge to their life heere. And ſiuallye.ſome ſtays 
from avytrage in vvicked men, conſidering 
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that their cormentes in hell ſhalbe but accor- 
dinge to the meaſure of their yyickedues. 

, But our aducrſaries teachinge firſt . that 
there ig no more payne to be taken forthe ex - 
— of ſynne committed after baptiſme, 

ut omlis to belecue , vyhich is a verie case 
poynte, eſpeciallie co euerie man that vvill per- 
ly vad him ſelſe that he belecuethe vvell: alſo 
teachinge that there is no place of purgation 
in the aexc lyfe. and that no vyorkes of fatisfa- 
tion are heere needfall on our behalfe:thirdly 
teachinge · that all glorye is equall to all that are 
there, and all paine in hell as muche to the leaſt 
offender as to the greateſt: muſt needes open a 
gapp to an inſiaite ſea of vvickednes. and licen- 
uouſenes in the common vvealthe. For euerye 
main — him ſelſe, that ho vv euill ſo 
euer he liue, yet if he holde a fait he in Chriſt, 
and beleeue he ſhall moſt certainclic be ſaued: 
that he, vvithout all paines ether in this life or 
in che life to come, ſhall preſentlye goe t o hea- 
ven , and there be in as greate gloryeas Peter & 
Paule and other Sainftes,vvhiche led the ſtrai- 
teſt lyſe in this yyorlde. vvbo vvil not let ſtan- 
de the painefull life of vertue,and take hisptcz» 
ſures , vyhiche naturall concupiſcence inui- 
teh hym voto, conſideringe that he male be fa- 
ued as vvell vvithe them as vvithoumt Againe 
vvhoe vvil ſpare ( beinge once ouer the ſhoes) 
to runoe in to any extremitic yyhat ſocuer of 
vvickedaes, vyhen he thinkethe that if he be 
damacd, he muſt haue equall puniſhment vvi- 
the the vvoorſt 

LEleventhlie as ches opinions of ohr ad: 


eniVYVor- 


Math. . K 
10.1. 
13. 
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uer ſarics. 
Free- kinde of libertie and loaſe behauiour,confide- 
vill & pre ringe the mightie inclinatiod of our corrupred 
deftingrion flgſhe ts the ſame : ſo their dofrine aboryt 


*«, 


, are greate forvntaines in deedeto all 


yrorkes ad predeſtination , pluck ethe vp by 
the verye rotes all foundation of good 
lyfe, beaterhe dovrne the yyhole hedge of 
cave, aud laiethe all open to moſt daungerous 
diſſolution. For vyheras vve ceache that albeit, 
all ſainctes of God be predeſtinate before the 
vvootldes vvere layed: yet that extinguiſhethe 
not the libertie of mans freevvill , but that he 
maie (beinge preuented and aſſiſted by the gra- 
cc of god) doe ane good vvootkes or retuſe 
them at his pleaſure. V Vhiche good vvoorkes 
beinge don for the foue of god,by a man that 
is in the Rate of grace , haue their revvarde and 
merit, euen to the leaſt cuppe of vvater that a „1 
man can geeue, vybiche is a greate pricke to 
incite men to the ſame, vſed by the holye Scri- 

es them ſelues. 

But our aduerſaries teachioge firſt chat a- 
man hathe no free vvill to thes thinges, and 
ſecondlie that if he doe them he ſhall haue no 
revyarde for them in heauen:muſtes needes vt- 
terlie diſcourage all men from the doinge af 
good vvoorckes. For yvhoevrill ſtudie aboute 
a thinge that is nether in his povver, nor yet 
neceſlarie or profitable vnto him: eſpeciallye 
vvhen the thinge is bothe harde of it ſelfe, va- 
— muche repuguiage to our ſenſua- 
itief WhO vvill geeue his go des to the poo- 
ret his landes from his ovvne kinred, to builde 
hoſpitalc and colledges for ſirgungers? vy hee 


vviſe and huſbande, father and ſonne, and the 
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vvill affli& his bodice vvithe faſltinge and 
praier,yyhen he knovveth hat k ſhall reces- 
ue no revvarde therſore in heauen f and that 
yvithout deinge the ſame he maye be ſaued by 
onlye fait het 
Tvvelfrhlic and laſtlie( for I vvill tovvche 

no more,) our Catholique religion tescheth 
priuate c6felſis of our finnes vato the pryeſt 
vrhich thinge is the verie hedge and vvall of 
all vertuous life.and the cheefeſt bry dle of Ly- 
centiouſnes in a common vvealthe For by this, 
infinite enormities are redrefled, vyhiche b 
— pr} can not be remedied, In con- Vrilities of 

eſſion manye ſeruantes are made truſtie to contellion: 
their maſters, vviche before vvere falſe, and 
they are cauſed to make privie refticutiqn of 
manie thinges,yvhs their maſters chynke not of 
it. Manye greate breaches beryvixt fringes, ag 


13.Privare 
<< oa 


— ſalued. Manye — miſchifes inten- - 
ded ether againſt the magiſtrate, _— 
or the — — 2 Mady pro- 
vyde harte plucked dovyne and abared vvit he 
the exaggarations of his ſynnes to hi face. by 
hu ghoſtlye father Many greatte fynners'bro- 
ught co harrie repentance,and full purpoſe of 
amendemt,and to promiſe alfo;and ſometimes 
and in ſome cafes to fyreare, neuer to commit 
vvictinglye and vvilloinglye the Hike enormi- 
mities againe. Many afflicted perſom comfot- 
ted yvithe particuler helpes for their greafer: 
manye deſperate folckesmollified, and inſtry- 
Qed in the vv of a nevy life. Manye Land- 
lordes and fuperiours, brought ro deale more 
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mildly vvithe their ſubiectes, and manye ſubie- 
Res , to behave them ſelues more obedientlie 
and devvtifullie tovvards their ſuperiours : ma- 
ny reſticutions made, many vYTonges recom 
penſed, many quarels ended: finallie, it is impeſ- 


| ible to number vpp the infinite and finguler” 


reate commodities yyhiche doe come to mans 

iſe, and conſequentlye to the common yveal- 
the, by this ſpirituall courte & tribunall of God 
in carthe,thatis, by confeſſion. 

The vvhiche beinge taken avvaye , as it is 
novv by eur aduerſaries in Englande , ( albeit 
Lutherans in Germanie yet vſe it,) there muſt 
needes follovve in ſucceſſe of tyme, intollera- 
ble inconueniences. For vyhat vvaye is there 
novv to deale vvithe the conſcience of a childe 
if he be diſobedientto his parentes ! Or vvithe 
a ſeruant, if he he falſe or prodigall to his ma- 


ſtertif you accuſe him, he vvill denye it: if yo 


2 vvill tall out vvithe you for it: but 
if him ſelſe ſhoulde confeſle it to you , as he 
vvas vvonte to doe to his ghoſtlie father, aſkin- 
pe abſolution at his handes,and pardon at Gods 
or the ſame : there is offered bothe ſitt place & 
occaſion,to entreate vyithe him for it: and he in 
diſpoſition to heare good councell. 

So if a prince os greate perſonage , abuſe 
him ſelfe in life, yrho vvill dare to tell him e- 
uerye fault in uler,or rebuke him for the 
ſame!Ifa for examples ſake) doc exceede 
in apparell, or other yanitic,vvho vvill goe and 
reprehende him for it, or vvithe vvhat hope 

amendment? To conclude,this holye exerci- 
ſe of confeſſion beinge taken avvaie, the yerye 
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locke of good lyfe( vvherof not onlie the fory-- 
le but alſo the vveale publique dependethe) is 
viterlye burſt and remoued from amougeſt 
Chriſtians, 
Thes differences therfore beinge betvvixt 
our — and that of our aduerſaries,(righe 
honorabſe )covvchinge the maintenance , con- 
tinuance, vvell doinge,and ſecure eſtabliſhemẽt 
of a common vvealthe: there appearethe no 
rea(s in policie , that ia, in teſyeſte of the good 
eſtate of out countrie, ( vv hero your hacours 
haue the charge) vvhiche may proivibies your 
vvidcdomes —— ſome — — tol- 
leration to the Catholique parte , if it might 
pleaſe God to inſtill ſo good and gratious a 
motion into your hartes. 
Nether is it for anye of our aduerſaries to an obie&is 
ſtepp vp heere, and to impugne any of our for. prevented, 


mer opinionsin religion, (as they are vvont he un- 


commonlye to eſchevy the matter in hande, aud ver- Me. 
to deale vvich impertinent pointes not inten- hovviets 
ded in that place }:for my purpoſe is not heere —— of 
to handle matters of controuerſiz,vvbiche vve g —2 
bothe offer dailye & deſyet muche to trye vvi- ge the rea- 
the our aduetſaties at other tymes ether in wth 6.5 they 
tinge or publique diſputation : but my onlye Went yer 
— , - — that tis . of out N 
docttise as vve holde it. aud of our ho way x = ener of 
a3 they teache it, vvhether it be trevy or falſe, conrouer- 
{vvhiche at other tymes and places is to be dif. 5< in the 
cuſled):of eurs([ faic)doe follovy infinite till 

ties to a Chriſtian comms vvealthe,yyhiche doe 

not from the doctrine of our aduerfaries , but 

rather the cleane contrarye hurtes and damay 
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ger, and this is the Nate of our queſtion. in this 
—— Heaue open to anic of our aduer 
that ean,to improue by reaſon,in th@poin 
tes before recited. 
The kinge Nevv then, if our religion and the ſecret 
<— y exerciſe therof , be in no vviſe hurtfull vnto 
beingea Your common vvealthe, (right hosorable) but 
heathen ha rather doe bringe greate commodities thet un- 
the to: it male be one motyue vnto your vyiſdomes 
— (as it hathe byn, and is to ſome other councel- 
catholique lers els vyhere of the contrary religion ) to tol- 
religion in lerate more, or at leaſt,to ſhevv leſſe extremitic 
his co. apzinſt the ſame, hovve muche ſo euer you thin 
_ ke vs deceaued in net conforminge our ſelues 
onlye for fo the proteſtantes religion. Albeit to ſaye myne 
the commo opinion alſo herein, vvithe your honorable fa- 
ey voursl can not thincke but that your vviſdo- 
common mes beinge ſuche as they are, bothe greate and 
vrealche grovvnded, doe eaſelye ſee that eur Rtandinge / 
to rF&eaue in this pointe, is not vvithout ſubſtantial) cauſe 
thereof, im and reaſon in vs, albeit not ſufficient to moue 
= like Jour, honours to the ſame opinion that vye 
dothe the e of. 
For firſt vyyhoe dothe not ſee that the ve- 
rie proceedinge of our aduerfaries is a ſtronge 
ces of Ma. "#100 to make v3 ftaie, if there yvere nothin- 
kometes ſe ge elt, vvhoe dafe not admit anye equall criall, 
de at this of their cauſe,nether in vvritinge, preachinges 
flaye. or layrfall difputation , they beinge ſo often 
requeſted by vs to the ſame: But are alvvaies at 
your honours elboyyes to Rurre vpp the tem- 
The proce- porall ſyyoorde againſt ys, If vve make anie 
Ange of reaſonable offer, or neuer ſo orderlie and de- 


— can vvtifull attempt, for the obtaininge of this 


. r 


thinge,cuch at home vppon their evvne gre- 
vynde( for abrede they dare not vvich 
neuer ſo muche ſecuritie or curteſie Invited ) 
to our ovvne greate toyle,labour er, and 


diſaduantage of our cauſe ! And yet they ate 3 


not aſhamed for ſome colour of the matter, to * Abena 

cre eps into a priſon to ſome poore man miſe- tion in che 

rablye racked, or ethervviſe pitifullie hand- tovver 

led before, and there vvithout geeuinge the vvich. * 
artie any vyarninge or tyme to forethincke ot, 

— ſelfe, or allovvinge anie bookes, or per- „ber men 

— equall notaries, or ſufferinge hym to vvere pro- 


oppole one argument for his parte, to aſſault 
— — — — from bens rome 
pointe to pointe, from matter to matter, accor- io ener, 
dinge u they came prepared, or as anye litle And many 
ſheyve of aduautage vvas offered, vvith greate * knock on 
vvoordes, ſtearne countenance , voyca, 2 
muche * — vnciuile teuiling e. for 
VVhich proceedinge of theirs, declaringe to heare: 
manifeſtlic their —_ nakednes and ye» 224 mache 
ter yvante both of trueth charitic and mode- _—_— 
ſtie:muſt needes in the iudgementes of all rviſe places. 
men, diſpute as muche for vi, au any argument 
in the vootlde that vve can make for our ſelues. 
Secondlye, hovv cleare ſo euer the matter — 3 
be made agaioſt ys, in vvordes and ordinarie 
ſpecch of men, asthat vye refiſt the Ghoſpell faxourin 
and manifeſt yyoorde of god, and the lyke:yet ter of 
your honours can not but thinke, that theſs 33 
ſpecches(yyben all indifferent triall is refuſed) 
can not moue vs muche , eſpeciallye ſeeinge 
that in other contries, vvhete other ſe ctes doe 
raigne, no leſſe differinge from v,then this of 
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Caldine;they do orderlye faie the verie ſame of 
eur Engliſhe proteſlantet, yyhich they doe of 

' vs, vvherin | refer my ſelfe to a Lutheri Super- 
Nicolaus  intendents booke, ivticuled, Conſeſiio pure de- 
anner d, A Enang clic. A confeſſion of the pw di- 
ne of the ghoſpell, yyhere he geueth ſentence(as 

a bilhoppeJof the doctrine novy taught in 
Englande, by this vvotde Dranse er cen 

denne it a: diſſnam from the pure gboſpell And 

haue ſhevved evyt of luther before, vvbere he 

faieth of the teachers and maintainers therof, 

— Heretices ſer id cenſenus, alenc: ab Eccleſia dei. 
— kgs el VVedoe cetifere them in earneſt for heretikes, 
fo.z0z)Þ)< awd remoned from the church of god. The like 
doe Anabaptiſt es, Trizitaties,and” other ſees 
pronounce of them. So that in this @mmon 

— and ſpeeche of pure ghoſpell, there is 

A tle importance that tovvcheth the matter. 
Aud ſurely, if after kinge henryes death 


the noble wan vvhich the could doe moſt, con- 


ſultinge vvich his frindes to bringe in a nevy 
religion, had pleaſed to bringe in, tovy Luthe- 
rans, Anabaptiſtes,or of any other ſee , as he 
- Martyr, did tvvo Calviniſtes, to reade in the tvyve vni- 
M. Bucer. uet ſities of Englande(as be might very eaſelye 
haue donve,for any reſiſtice or triall that then 
vvas vied: had not thatreligi6 byn nov called 
the ghoſpell, the pure vyorde, the lavy of the 
lorde, the eſtabliſes religion, and the ke, as 


novy this is called in Englide. and as thes other 
{. es are called by their profeſſors in the pla- 
ces yyhere they beare rule? And ſhould not 
vve haue byn puniſhed as muthe ſor reſſtinge 
of them, as vve are novy for teſiſtinge this i yes 


a 
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: hogs — no reaſon to the contrary. 


Vherfore ſeinte a man may not alyvayes 
depende ſafelye of the ſeculer te in ro- 
ligion, nor make repoſe of his ſovvle, vppoa 
the foyvndation of a temporall lavy: vve are 
in iuſtice to crane pardon of your honours, 
for not conforminge our opinions to yours 
in this matter: vve can not doe it vvithout diſſi- 
mulation and moſt greeuouſe remorſe of an ac- 
culinge conſcience. Yf your honours vvoulde 


raunte ſuche indifferent triall betvvixt the tg of love 
earned of bothe our ſydes, as vve demaunde full diſpury 
for our inſtruction and deyy reformation in n tene: 
judgement, if vve err:the matter perhaps might 


ſone be ended: Bur that beinge denied, and the 
aduerfe partye ſhevvinge manifeſt diſtruſt ther- 
by, as it Eaelh to vs: vve remaine as before, of 
contrarye opinion in poyntes of beleefe : but in 
all other matters as becommeth devvtifull ſub- 


iectes, moſt readie to ſerue her maieſtic & your 


honouri, to the vttermoſt of all our earthlye & 
mortall abilitie. 

Our deſyre vve haue to be rightlye infor- 
med, may appeare, not only by out often and 
earneſt tr 1 torr of lavvfull tryall in poyntes of 
controuerſie: but alſo by this, that vVe require 
not anyglonge or tediouſe ſatiſfaction in mat- 
ters . but onlye a demo ſtration of one neceſſarye 
poinre,vyherof our reſolution ia other thinges 
vvoolde ſoone enſevve. 

And this pointe is. that ſeinge the religion 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, yyas ( by all partyes 
confeflion ) the verie trevv religion for vyhich 
vve ſtryue, and vvh erby vve muſt be ſancd, and 


* " TRE FE : 
ſo for a hundred ertvro hundred yeres after: 
vvit hout conttadiction of eithet partie, the te- 
ligion vvag pure vvhich yvas delivered by the 
Chriſtian churche ouer all the vvolde: leit de- 
monſtration be made, vvhich of our religions 
beganne ſence thattyme (for that mu needes 
be falſe, not his beginninge from Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, and this maic be don ( as it ſe- 
meth to 3)boche caſcly,apparenclye, and ſenſi- 
blye in thu manner. 
VVhea anie religion is once publiquelye 
An eaſye» and receaucd,as the creyy religion vvas 
ert, and by our aduerſaries confeflion, in the firſt vv 
— — 8 three hundred yeres aſter Chrift:ic is impoſ- 
of cryall: . ble to bringe in a nevy religion coutrary to 
that, or any articles of faiche repugnant ta theſe 
before,vvithauc ſome chtradiQtion or teſiſtice 
of them that then lyued, poſſeſſed in the former 
religion. T his is — euideni bothe b 
experienceand reaſon. For frft,reaſon teach ei 
vs to be impoſſible, for one man or manye,to 
bringe in a nevy religion,contrarie to all, and to 
- make it to be teceaued generallic of all, vvith- 
out reſiſtance of ſome, eſpeclallle the thinge 
beinge a manifeſt falſhoode tovvchinge matter 
of ſaluation, as they ſaye our opinions are. This 
(I Gye)is impeſlible in common rea(po. For if 
one citie vvould teceaue it, yet an ether vvould 
not: it one countryeor kyngdome vveuld allo- 
vve it, yet an other vvoulde make refiſtance , at 
leaſt vviſe ſor a 2 — Citie nor — 
trye nor kyngdome had co ed it, yet ſome 
@pericnce Hood man or ether vvould haue donne it in 
the vy or lde abt oda. Sec ondlye the ſame app 
roche 
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* rethe by experience, for chat there vva neuet 
yet herehe or error chat roſt againſt any one 
clauſe ar iote of the truethe beforereceaved, 
but it vv controlled preſently. and refiſted by 
voices and yvritinges of infinice men. And in 
Englande beinge but a lule corner ia reſpect 
of the vyhole vvorlde there coulde nauer rd 
appeare anye one opinion contrary to the do» 
ctrine before receaued , but it vvas b 
vvaie noted and rebuked:as the religion of Cal 
uine, by the Catholiques before ia poſleſſion: 
after that, the fanfic of the puritane by the pro- 
teſtant:after that, the deuiſe of the fawilie of 
loue,by bothe proteſtanc and puritane: and ge- 
nerally there vvas neuer yet hereſye offered to 
the church, or to any pcece of the lame,but that 
it vvas ſtraight Vale knoyven,yrhoe vvete the 
begin — vyhat tyme, vvhat multitu- 
de ficit left the former religion and follovved 
theſame, vvhoec reſiſted.vv vyros 
te againſt it, and the like: and this is a txevvih 
more cleare than the Sonne ii ſelfe. 


deſyre to ioyne,is euld ent and plaine : to vvith —_—_ 


that of theſe articles yyheria vve diflent from ,, 
them. and vvhiche they call hereſyes , a inuen- 
ted by vs ſence the Apoſtles tyme : as the xeall 
preſence, the ſacrifice of the maſſe, purgatorye, 
prayer for the dead, intercefiion of ſayntas. me- 
ritt of good vvoorckes, grace in hetent, ſyue ſa- 
cramentes denyed by them, and the like; let tlid 
ſhevve by anic one father, hiltoriographer , ot 
other autẽticall teſtimonie, vvhen any of cheſe 
pointes vvere brought halt iato 2 churche 
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and reſiſted by them that then lyued,( as they 
muſt needes be if they vvere contrary to the 
vniuerſall doctriae then receaued in chriſtiani- 
tic and vve remayne fatiſfed vvithout any 
furdet particuler tryall 

This is a moſt reaſonable demaunde, ſoone 
aunſyvered if the trevvth be With our aduer- 
ſaries. For vve takeyppon vs to ſhevv all thes 
particulers before recited in euery pointe of 
do ctrine vyherin they difſent from ys ! that is, 
vyhen it began to be firſt knovvẽ in the church 
by vvhat man, vyho firſt controlled it, and 
the like: but let them doe the ſame by vs, and 
the matter is ended. 

But if they can finde no one booke extant in 
the vvorlde againſt anie article of our differen- 
ce from them, at the firſt commynge of the ſa- 
me into the church, not can Ende recorde of a= 
nye man that ether reprehended or controlled 


it vyhen it vvas firſt invented (as they ſaye) bx. 


our forefathers, but that it vyas receaued vyi- 
t he ſilence and approbation, not onlye in one 
countrye, but thoreughovvt the vvorlde, not in 
one pointe, but in many, and they moſt impor- 
tant: as for example, the fayninge of fyue ſacra- 
mentes together, { although vve holde in our 
doctrine that none but Chriſt can inſtitute a ſa- 
crament, no not the vvhole churche together, 
nor all the Apoſtles vVhen — vvere alyue), if 
(Late) they can Gnde no recorde at all, that an 

man reſiſted or controlled thes horrible & bla 

phemous poyntes at their firſt entringe into the 
churche , (if it be trevv that my entred in fince 
the Apoſtles tyme ) then muſt thei thincke that 


— 
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men vvere ſetiſeler and madd at that dme, that 
vvoolde ſuffer ſo manye, ſo N , & fo impor- 
tant hereſies,to paſſe ynchecked, and neuer to 
open their mouthes againſt them,vvheras at the 
verye ſame tyme, ( that is, vvithin the bx? fyue 
huadred yeres after Chriſt, yvheriq our aduer- 
ſaries graunte thes hereſies to haue bene crept in 
to the churche ) the fathers and doctors that 
then lyued, vyrote moſt diligentlye againſt eue- 
rie * litle error that appeared. Bur novy 
vrhether it be reaſonable to thinkeſs of thoſe 


4 holyec learned and vigilant men or els to thin- 
ke our aduerſaries ſome Vvhat ſhameles, in char 


ginge them vvithe ſuche abſurdities, I leaue to 
the indifferent reader to conſider. 1228 
And thus muche haue I bene holde to laye 
dovyne to your vviſedomes , right honorable, 
both for the innocencie of our cauſe, the equi- 
tie of our demaunde , the reaſon ef our ofer; 
vnd the eaſie meanes of our ſativfaQion , if our 
adverſaries vvoolde agree to the ſame. VVhich 
all tendeth onlye to this end ( your honours 
iht vvell can — to tultigate the great 
offence conceaued againſt vs, and conſequentlie 
ſome parte of that extreame rigour vſed torvar 
des vs and our cauſe of later dayes, yyhich bein- 
ge ſuch, atin verie deed is intolletable:vve are 
conſtrained to make recourſe to your honour 
to vyhome of devy, our protection appertai- 
neth. and to doe,as a certaine afflicted man did 
vvith an Emperour iv times paſt, that is, to ap- 
peale from your ſelyes vato your ſelues : from 
your ſelues , as ofended by the infſtigation of 
out aduecrſarics : ynto your ſelu et, mollified 
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vvith our iuſt defence and innotencie in cry- 
mes obiced. 

If by the racklinget, ſtretchinges , vyreſtin- 
ges, and dreadfull tortures, vſed ſo often and to 
ſo many of our innocent afflicted brethren,and 
that in fo rigourous & mercileſſe manner, there 
hath bene any one thinge yyrounge out from 
them, ol treaſon,conſpiracie,or practiſes againſt 
the Nate, vyhervvith our aduerſaries, without 
conſcience, do vie dailye to accuſe vs in their 
bookes and fermons,therby to ſturre her maie- 
ſtie and your honours againſt vs: lett the partie 
guyltie bepupiſhed openly, vrith infamie alſo 
to our vvhole cauſe, albeit in this later, yve offer 
more than resſon.But if after all this adoc,after 
all this ßerſe halinge, and pitifull pullinge of 
mẽ in peecet, nothinge hath bene founde at all, 
no one a, no worde, no cogitation of ſuche 
matte ra. but onlye innocencic and Zeale of reli- 


gion in the tormented : then is our caſe muchę 


more hard at home, in our oyyne countrye , vn- 
der our 0vyne Soucraigne ,than it could be any 
vrhere els vuder the extremeſ aduerſaries of 
our religion in the yyorlde. 

For I knovy your honours can not but 
conſider, that the greateſt enimyes of Chriſtia- 
nitie this dale liuinge, as thoſe of the ſecte of 
Mahomet,and many getles beſydes, ar ſo far of, 
from tormentynge Catholiques, as they permit 
vnto them the libertie and exerciſe of heir cõ- 
ſcience, in teſpect of the antiquitie and conti- 
nuance therof.Fer yyhich cauſe alſo, the moſt 
of Chriſtian princes,do tollerate vvithe the ve- 
rie leyycs: and ſuche as poſſeſſe the Indes and 


— 
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other places, vvhere ary inhabite ,never 
vie to moleſte,and muche leſſe to torment chem 

for their conſciences, vvheri they vvere borne 

4 and bredd vp: for that, faithe beinge the guifte 

of God, and comminge by hearinge(as the ſcri- Kom. 13: 
pture ſaiethe qu not to be put in by tormentes & g 0. 
N perſecution. 

Pitifull then and compaſſionable is our caſe 


— (right honorable): if, of all other men, vve fan- 
— de leſſe reſt. and moſt extremitie , and that alſo 
ie there, and from thoſe,vyhere,and from vvho- 
70 me, manie greate conſiderations thoulde yealde 
* vs hope of fauoute and mercie. No proteſtane 
_ — of any other countrie did euer vſe the 
* ike: and it is quyte contrarie both to the prea- 
L, chinges and proteſtations of all thoſe of that re 
he ligion in other places, as alſo of our aduerſa- 


1. ries in Englande, before they came to bearerulp 
he gem ſclues. 
Alas(my Lordes)vyhat impelleth your vviſ- 
domes ( for of nature I can not thincke you ſo 
p. hers & pityles )to exerciſe ſuche extremitie vy- 
pon poore people for that cauſe, vvheroſ your 
ovyne fathers vvere as guyltic as ve are, that is, 
for our conſcience in the auncient religion! If 
of | you meaneto vviae me — to your pins, 
it is the cleane contrarie courſe, as I haue ſhe- 
vved. It you thinke by terrour to make thoſe 
&. | elit, vvhich of meere zeale after the apoſto- 
lique manner doe offer them ſelues to daunger 
for maintenance of that faithe : you knovy the 
„ | viſe counſaile of honorable Gamaliel:if it be 
> 4 | *f man, it vvill ſone be diſpatched: but if it be of 
a God, humane tert our can not lett it, as hui herto 


>» 
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I am ſure it dothe greatlie increaſe it. 

Your honours haue procured libertie of 
conſcience for thoſe of your religion in ſome 
other countries, vvhich muſt proceede( as vve 
interpret ) from a mercifull diſpoſition tovy ar- 
des the afflited, and that mens conſciences are 
not to be conſtrained. 

VVe beſeeche your Lordſhips then, that vve 
your poote afflicted ſubiectes, maye taſt ſoma 
parte of that your honorable diſpohtion, v vhe- 
rof ſtraungers doe receaue ſo greate releefe and 
comforte. 

Confider (my good lordes. ) in moſt hum- 
ble manner I defire and requeſte it , vyhat the 
end of all thes ſtraininges , and moſt rigourous 
procedinges can arriue vnto. In reſpe&ot the 
vvorlde, (I muſt ſpeake playnelye )ic can be ne- 
ther honorable nor profitable, nor of anye ſe- 
cure c6tinuance, beinge ſubiect to infinite hor- 
rour. obloquie, grudge,and hatred, as alſo to di- 
vers breaches and moſt daungerous vyoundes, 
as all extremities are vvonte to be. And in reſ- 
peR of God,hovv it is to be liked,ethe man ma- 
ie geſſe vyhiche readeth the ſcriptures, deteſtin- 
ge euerye vvhere all mercileſſe procedinge of 
mortall men yvith their brethren, and commen- 
diage, moſt carefullie, compaſſion one tovvar- 
des the other, vvith greeuous threates to them 
that vie the contrarie. 

Remember( right honorable), that hovy 
different ſo ever our degrees be ia this vvorlde, 
yet muſt vve all be equall before the common 
judge, at the later daie, and all thoſe afflicte a 
2 tormted, theſe impriſoned/theſe 
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impoucriſhed , theſe poore men, women 
children, and ſeruauntes, vvhich lye novy in mi- 
ſcrie by your meanes. ether lurkinge in corners 
or driven from place to place, not daringe ro 
appeare or ſhevy their countenance before 
your Lordſhips,muſt ſtandby you vvithour fe- 
re at that daie, to geeue in euidence of thin- 
ges paſſed againſt them. 

Good Lorde, vvhat comfort can it be to any 
of your honoars , at the daie vvben you muſt 
depart this vvorlde, to haue vſed ſuche rigour, 
to your ovvne fleſhe and bloode , for matier 
of conſcience, vv hich you haue not don to avy 
other moſt impious, haynous,or deteſtable ma- 
lefactor.VVhat good or cdforte can the torme- 
ted members of your brethren , the ſtretched 
veinet, the broken ſynovves, the diſmembred 
toinces , the rented beyyecls of your countrye 
me,of your ovvne quiet ſubieRes, of moſt pea- 


| Ceable, modeſt, and innocent prieſts yelde vnto 


your (oules at that daye!youmuſt your ſelues 
crye for mercye in that dreadfull hovver „ to 
hym vvhome theſe men, ether intrevvth,or in 
2 do ſerue, and yvhy than may not vve 
alke ſome mercye at your honours handes 
noyvatthe leaf from thes horrible and ſeruile 
tormentes , vrhich Chriſtian and civill hartes 
doe deteſt to thinke on? V Vhat good can thes 
outragious meanes vvorke anye yyay ynto your 
cauſe, ot yyhen you be dead, vvhat honous, eſti- 
mation , loue, or ſecuritie, can the eternall me 
morie of thes extreame dealinges , pourchaſſe 
vnto your poſteritie. 


The cauſe beinge gods,as yye preſume : if all 


Apoc. a6 


Apoc. 21. 
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the earth ſhoulde riſe againſt v, vH may not 
geeue over t once ſhrincke in the confeſſion 
and profeſſion of this faich,choughallyvrarh of 
man ynder the cope of heauen ſhoulde rage and 
vvax tempeſtuous.For that. hauinge but one ly- 
fe to yelde : vve knovve the vetermoſt that can 
be donne vnto vs And if our tarmenters vvoul- 
de deferre the ſame , by longe, and often, and 
ſlovv tortures, to feede vppon our paines, 28 
they ſeeme to doe: yet . at the laſl,they can affli- 
Re vs no longer, than our breath vvill holde in: 
and finallie, the matter muſt haue an end, nd 
both they and vve be tranſpoſed to a neu- 
dgment ſeate, vvhere matters muſt be nevy tra- 
uerſt agayne, and nevy ſentence geeuen, & nevy 
tortures appointed, of other qualitie and cont- 
nuance, than thes former vvere. At vvhat time, it 
vve ſuffer in a good cauſe.( as vve perſvyade our 


ſelues vve doe ) all ur teares ſhalbe vvyped 


avvaye by our ſaulcur him ſelfe, all our mole- 
ſtations appeaſed, all dur penuries releeued, all 
our paines aſſvvaged. all our racked members 
reſ our d. ſperſed bovveles reſtored a- 
gaine, and vve placed ovvt of all care, ſorovy, & 
affliction.ſor the time to come, 

[n reſpe& vv herof, and eſpeciallye in con- 
ſideration of the infinite paines and tormentes, 
vvhich aur ſvveete Sauiour ſuffered for vs: vve 
are content to beare both this, and vvhat ſo e- 
ver further affliction, his holye hande ſhall 

eaſe ta lay vppon vr, beinge ſorye chat vve 
tonotmoelyucsthanone, to leeſein this his 
cauſe:for a thovvſaude in eche man, can not be 


maſyverahle to his one deathe for vs , not ta 
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ia our cauſe of conſcience : yetno doubt but 4 
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his greate loue and — conſolation , vvbere 
vvith he aſſiſteth dayely , and contortethe tho 
hartes and ſpirites of our afflicted brethren, 
euen in the middeſt of their greateſt corrures, 
penuries aud miſerable calamities. 

VVherfore,to conclude this vvoſull mat- The com- 
ter, vvithout any further tediouſacs vnto your 
honours vve arc in all humilitie and devvtiſull 
ſubmiſſion, to beſeeche and obteſt your moſt 
honerable aſſemblye, euen for the — of our 
Saueoure, in reſpect of our cauſe ( vyhich vv 
proteſt before his diuine maieſtie to be onlye - 
our conſcience in religion, and not any cull 
meaninge tovvardes his miniſter, our ſoueray- 

ne):that you vvill at length take notice of our 
— — of our calamities , and 
finallie, ſome mercifull inclination, tovyards 
our afflitions, VVhich if your honours doe, 
hovy ſo euer otheryviſe you thinke vs amiſſe, 


youſhall receaue the revvarde devv to mercie 
and clemencie , both from God & the vyorlide. 
But if this our ſupplication of mercie, fiade no 
mercye, not place at all: yet ſhall not yve ceaſe 
to pray ſtil for your honours, coofortinge our 
ſelues vvith the hope onlye of Gods mercie, 
vvhea man forſak — C04 
itatiò, that your Lordſhips are nerher the firſt, 
— the greateſt. not ſhalbe the laſt yvhich ſhall 
— — this faith, & churche,for vvhich vve 
uffer. And hovvy ſo euer the matter doe paſſe 
for our lyues and tymes, (vrherot yye, make no 
greate accounte ):yet our poſteritie ſhall ſee, (as 
hanc ſeene before that men 
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doe alter, peſſe and fade. ; and their cogita- 
tions come to chaungeable aud vnexpe- 


Red enecntes, but the treyyth of ou 
Fal. 116: Lorde endureth for euer. 


Your honours humble oratour 
and vnfavned hartie Bea- 
£ deſman, 


G. 7. 
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AN EPISTLE Tovy: 
CHINGE THE PERSECV- 
TION OF CATHOLICKES IN 
ENGLAN DI. 


To bis verie lowinge frinde. M.Gerarde at 
Bononie in Italie. 


Haue receaued divers and ſun- 
drye your lettres ( my deare 
) andat to lyke eſfecte 


ver gut 6 pl 
erneſtlie at my han: 
that I ſhoulde _ to you the certa- 


intie of our Engliſhe perſecution vppon 
Catholickes, f you ſaye there is 


eate brute with you, but yet 
7 ted and of no conſtant 
you thin ke it an eaſie matter, 


the — — and the certa- 
— ofthinges:forthar Ilye neere to the 
lac where t are donne, und 

AJ eb letties and 


ns 


1 lyeneece and doc ate 
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rende with ſome bothe what is 
writen, or rep from thence: :) yet 
whether I may put downe the ſame in 
writinge , and imparte it to our frindes 
chere, mo de ſyrous — the ſame(as you 
ſ aye Jeſpeciallie wi the the inter it ſhould 
— I can hardlye reſolue 
— ſelfe. For you are not ignorant what 

lous point it is, to complayne of 
;njurſes receaued fromthe mightie, whos 


ſe faſhi6 is, not to pmitt free the wailins 


ges of the afflicted, but rather to take re- 
on 9m wy FI which are 
of their doi 
VVherfore leſte thodlde burtethem 
whome l vviſhe beſt vnto, and 
range their calamities, encreaſe — 
which I would rather caſe if I coulde, 


though it were with the dau of myne 

owne lyfe: '1 reſt veriedomrfall, notes 
well what were belt to determine. 

ys ſay the trevvthe, l — — 

— 

for that thetkinge femeche nfl which 


aſle, and alſo the reaſons 
ill of che enemye · For thus Youreaſou: 


Sr es e 


of 
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vvhat?is it not law full to committ to pri. 
uate lettres that which is openlye and 
2 donnetand if they vold ma- 
e this a fault * 3 your fault, 
not to be layed vppon the poore men 
alreadye in Midler. puniſhable vppon 
you, and not yppon them. 

VVhich reaſon of yours beinge ta- 
le in deed from the verye ſenſe of nature 
| her ſelſe, encourageth me much to ſatis- 
Ie your demaunde, ſeinge that the vile · 
doms of our aduerſaries ought to yelde 
vs this hope, (for they are not vnwiſe 
accordinge to fleſhe & blood) that they 
| will notattribute other mens offences, (if 
J itbe an offence) to ſuche as are innocent 

of the ſame, albeittrewly my endevour 
| ſhalbe ſo to write eche 25 ( by their 


owne 1 


hath bene donne: & yf the rigour ofthe 
8 time into com- 
plaint : it i the reptoche 
18 Rene parent en 
Fay it not the parte 
Wye, 2c 19 requyee ſniullice wich acany 4*e 


F. Pet. g. 
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bitie of ſpeche.For that we haue a merci: 


full and mightie lorde to whoſe onlye ar- 
bitrement all injuries, are to be d: 


Rom. 12. he hath cave of vs, (as the ND faith, ) 


to bimlet'vs leane renenge. He bim ſelf will 


rl Ar Yepayetbe will diſcerne our canſe:be vvill deli- 
Fal. 74. wer vs fromthe vnholye nation, fr the vniaſt c 


geylefull man:he,when time ſhalbe,vvill t 
in id gent vppon [our jiuſtice it ſelfe, & how 
muche more vpp6 the vniuſt pfecutions, 
moleſtatids, & verxati6s of his ſerusũtes. 
Inthe meane ſpace if we be afſſicted, 
ifwe be trodden downe, if we ſuffer the 
ſpoyle of our worldlye goodes, if ve be 
ſubiect ro N if we be 
with priſons, i — 
if we pyne awaie with hunger, colde, and 
want — we be whipped and 
burned'in the eares asroagy, if ve be dra- 


wen hanged and ered alyne , if we 
be conſumed with diters of dea- 
thes.(for all thes thinges ques i 


in 
England do ſuſtaine: ) andif, (*Hich is a 
marter yet of more greefe, we ſuſtaine 
thes thinges io the middeſt of our bre- 
thren, in ſiglit and hearinge of othet Ca- 
tholiquesrownde about vs, they lodkin- 
ge on, and takinge litle compaſſion of our 


webe tyed wich <ltaines,./ 


% 14 


aſe, nor helpinge vs "ah their * — 
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when as pst 
we be diſcou raged, nor fake the — 
ſome anchor of patience, For vve art net 4 Ke. 197 
(as the ſcitpture ſaith )berter then owr ſa - Heb. 11. 
— — — vvere bevved i in peeces, racked, 
nd impriſened. And the Apoltle 
442 one — which I wolde have 
you to marcke : — thes men ( ſaieth he) 
receaued no redemption: that is, no caſe of 
their afflictioas in this lyffe us the end they 
might finde a better reſurrefien. V Ve Luc. 8: 


Sc olers are not aboue our maiſter, y»boe r.Per. a3 


doinge no iniuftice in the v vorlde, yet vv 
ted amongeſt the vyickd, —— 
che more crueltie for our ſes, and yet BG. 53 
did not he —— asthe ſcri- __ 
pture ſaithe 
Let vs then 1 zunciét The 
poſſeſſion hee —— os 
ded vnto vs by our ſaueaur and, 
uedb — ſore fathers. Let releaue res 
rſariet, that difloyall kinde of 8 
venge, wherby they are woont toreſiſt Ge Oe: 
= ” ſturre vp ſedition , and 
our have de- 
5 — 
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ge cities, and molt 
Hier. vy. common wealthes and ſtates, Let them 
1. Cor. 3. vſe the arme af m4jlet them truit in their 
l craft and lubtiltie of witt, let them feede 
Er of wickednes as muche as they liſt our bope 
Plal. 61. is ingod our lorde , bo will ſaue them th 
16.113. bopern bins: all our bealpe is in the name of aur 
lorde,vybe made hrawen and eartb,and ſorget- 
Plal.45: terb not our powertic and tribulation.[t maie 
leaſe his diuyne maieſtie, perhaps, todo 
iuer vs ouer to be chaſtenedforour ſyn- 
Plal. 98; nes, for that the kinges homur lonerbe 1nd gmet, 
— 
u our returne vnto 

pal. 46 for that be ir reell, and fall of merdier a 

- 4. 140, thert ite wambes of bis mercyfall 
244%  VVhat could be ſpokem by him more 
Fats. — If bicchildrenſarſake mylery( ſaveth be 


ementes: 
— 2 redd their iniquities and 
their funes vv vy hippen 
Bur yet I yyill nat take ny mercye fron them 
netber vill i bart them mmy trewvihs 


** . 


* 


- i 


ese 


* 


* 


dia, then thoſe whiche are 1 vppoa 
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fa. thevvordes, wbich haue paſſed ſ1 
e lyppes. 

1 haut once ſvverne in ny hol ye, I vvill mat 
He, u Dania, bis ſeeder ſhall remayne forexer 
4d ever e | 

This is the promiſſe, this is the firtne 
proteſtation of god, tothe ſtede of Da- 
vid, ch at i, to the Catholique churche of 
Chriſt,towchinge her euetlaſtimge con- 
ti nuance, made by an othe, confirmed by 

his bloode, and eſtabliſſhed by the expe- 
rience of manye ages. V Vherefore we 
mult not diſpaite but confidentlie en- 


ſhall never be confounded. And if be de flue 


ſome yobat longe, yet let v. hos, for ih Abagg; 


— 
o this tollerice of hen 

we in this our bani ſhement for religi 
doe often cohort one m ther for our 
comfort: there is nothinge hic wecan 
ſe more forcible, ether for our c- 
'6 or imitatiõ, tiiẽ the ſufferinges ot 
dur deare bethiren in England, ſo muche 
more greeuous andi then ours, by 
how muche the woundes doe more at- 
flies which are ſelt in a mam owne bo- 


— — - 
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externall temporalties. I meane that we 
whoe flyinge the handes of our 

tours, doe leade a baniſſhed life in ſtrage 
countries, albeit we are beſett with 
manie incommodities, thorough lacke 
of our countt e and domeſticall-frindes, 
and by the loſſe of our goodes and poſ- 
ſell ions at home: yet we enioie the li- 
bertie of theſe two thinges, which of all 
other are of moſt importance, that ig 
borh of bodie and ſowle, neither of 
which 1s permitted vnto our Cacholi- 
ques at home. 

For fir ſt beſides the taxes and aggra- 
uations, which are laide vppontheir tem 
porall commodities, theire very bodies 
are ſubiect to a thowſande vexations, 
both of bondes , impriſonment,and alſo 
of tormentes. But to theire ſowls there 
is nothinge left free or at libertie, not 
their religion not their internall feelin- 
ge or opinion of God & their conſciẽ ce, 
for thow mult ſay as other men ſay, doe 
as they ſweare, yf thow lyue there albeit 
tho thinke the playne contrarie in thy 
conſcience. 

V Vhich ſeruitude, and illiberall preſ- 


— — 
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lye in matters 
ge the greateſt and mo ous affli- 
ction, that may be exercyſed vppon man, 
makerh our ſtate and conditis, ( albeit in 
other thinges very harde)to ſceme much 
more tollegable that of our brethrs 
at home. For whoe would noteſteeme ic 
more gteeuous than all other incommo- 
dit ies, yea than death it ſelfe, to be wre-- 
ſted in conſcience , tobe forbidden all 
excrciſe of religion, to be enforced to 
ſweare & make profeſſion of new ſtraun- 
ge opinions, which his hart doth reiect, 
deteſt, and abhorr: and yf by chance he 
{hould be taken ſeruinge god accordinge 
to his owne manner, and the manner of 
his fathers and aunceſtours, & of the moſt 
parte of Chriſtianitie belides,( albeit it 
were alone, albeit it were preuilye, and 
in moſt ſecrete wiſe: yet to be placed 
ot, as an offender of the ſupreme maie- 
ſtie of the prince, as an enymie of the c6- 
mon vealthe, as a wicked and flagitious 
caitife, vaworthie of life, or che compa- 
nycof mẽ ? And that thes thinges doe ſo 
now paſſe in Englande ( M. Gerard ) it 
ſhall euidentlie ap peate, by the narration 
folkowinge, 


———— - 
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Thelavves Andfirſt of all that the matter may 
of nagland che better be vnderſtoode, and you the 
tholiques. eaſier conie& of the trueth of that I ſaye, 
it ſemeth to me no euill methode, to laye 

downe firſt , the publique lawes which 
England(borne, & inſtructed by Catholi- 

in Chriſtianitie, )hath now for their 
hriſtian faithe, ſer furthe againſte Ca- 
tholiques.For by thes lawes may be caſe- 
Vit cõceaued what Catholiques are ſub- 


iect vnto, in reſpect of the power, malice, 
& iniquitie of priuate adgerfaries when 
they lift , ſeinge that publique lawes do 
yelde ſo muche authoritie, to euerye mi 
Amoſte, that woold ſecke a cauill or 


larycs. 


tholique religion. The one which con- 
cerneth monye, poſſeſſions , and other 

oodes bathe of fortune & bodye, which 

thinke maie be called ll or monye 
lxwes. The other which maie rather be cal 
led bloodie or capitall lawes, ſor that thei 
inflicte deathe ynto the offenders. And to 
this diuiſion of lawes will I applye my 


ſtlaunder againſt them. 
| To beginne therfore with thes lawes, 
it is firſt to be kno wen that there are two 
revo kin- Hude of lawes at dyuers times ſer furth , 
des of in diſfaudtire and puniſhemer of the Ca- 
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ſpeeche folowinge. 
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— the penall lawes I will Ion. 
put that as firſt, which. was made amon- 

geſt the laſt for the puniſhement of thoſe 
whiche for conſcience ſake refuſe to co- 

me to the proteſtants churches. For this 
poynt the aduerſarie vrgeth greatlie, that 

(all beyt the Catholiques be of an other 
religion, thougbe they deteſt Caluiniſme 

in their harts, thoughe they abhorr all 
—— and cõuenticles of the miniſters, 

and accompt their ſeruice for moſt wic- 
ked & blaſphemouſe: ) yet muſt they co- 

me to yt, they mult aſſiſt and ſhewe them 
ſelues preſent, albeyt with a repynyng 

and reſiſtinge conſcience. And becauſe Keculalty, 
ſome do refuſe to ſynnin ſuch horrible 

wyſe againſt god, and their owne conſciẽ- 
ces:therfore this lawe was made againſt 

theſe ſcrupulouſe men for ſoothe: that gor ret 
who ſo euer ſhould refaſe to come to the "8 ** 89 
proteſtants churche, to heare diuine ſer- ches of pre 
uice (as they call yt) yfhe be aboue the . 
age of ſixtene yeres : ſhall forfeyte tw6- 

tye 5 Englithe euerye monethe: 

and he which can not N lye in pry- 

{6 vntill he be of better habilitie to paye. 


The reſt of thoſe lawes folowe here in 
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order. 

VVho ſo euer ſhallbe conuicted tq 
haue hearde maſle, though it were ſecret 
lye, ſnall fuffer impriſonement,the ſpace 
of one whole yere, and ſo longe after, vn- 

kot hes · til he paye a hundrede marke. 

egen Butas for the prieſt which celebra- 

E * tg eth maſſe, he ſhall neuer be lett owre of 
priſon till he haue payde two hundred 
marks. And that ſomme of money mult 

3. For abin be payd ſo oft as any offendeth herein. 

— V Vhat ſoeuer Eccleſiaſticall perſone 
ſhall not make publike deteſtation of the 
romane Religion, and openlie abiure the 
authoritie and iuriſdiction of the byſ- 
hopp of Rome . ſnall forfaite all his bene- 
fices and all his dignities eccleſiaſticall 

rer What ſoeuer. 

othes in No Scholer or ſtudent maye haue 

Re any place with in the Colleiges of the 
vniuerſities, or be preferred to any de- 
gree of Learning, excecpe ſuch as at his 
fyrſtentry in to the'Colleige, and at the 
taking of euerye degree, doth by folemne 
the, denie the byſhopp of Romes au- 

_ 2 — — — 
F- one may haue any, publique Office, 
- rok or other miniſterie, in che — W. 
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the, except he fyrſt ſolemlye publiſne, the 
ſelf ſame abiuration of the byſhopp of 
Rome, 

No warde comyngeto full age may en- 6 Fc 
ter in to his inheritaunce, or enioye an yrardeg. 
cõmodities thereof, except he fyrſt rake 
the ſame othe. 

V Vho ſo euer vnder degree of a Ba- A. + 
ron, ſnall becalled(as oſtentimes it hap- perteys- 
neth )to be one of the parliamEt(in whach 
courte voices were want to be moſt tree) 
maſt never the leſſe haue no voice there, 
yt he will not take the ſayde common 
othe againſt the Pope. 

V Vhat perſane ſa euer(vnder degree 8 br rg/ 
of a baron )ro home this othe hath bene fam 
twyſe miniſtered, doeth the ſecond time 
refuſe the ſame, ſhall forfaitall his goods | 
and poſſeſſions, & be condemned to per- 
pecuall pryſaa. 

VVho ſo euer denieth the quene to * 7 
be ſupreme heade of the Churche of the quency 
England, in cauſes Eccleſiaſticall, ſnall ſu- 2 
ſtein the * orga of loſle * all his 

oodes,and o etuall impryſonment. 

So xba fo cr receueth ar keperh — 

any Agnus dei Roſaries, halowed graines, A* 

medallyorame orerthnig which . 
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lowed by the Pope and broght into En: 
gland, ſhall endure the ſame puniſhement 
of loſſe of all his goods and of perpetuall 
impryſonment. 
erk. If any kepe a Scholemaſter in hy 
pig hovſe, to teache hys owne childeren or 
ae others, vhich dothe not haunt the churche 
tes. of proteſtants, or is not by one of their 
bylhopps alowed: he ſhall for that cauſe 
forfeitten pounds for euetie month, vn- 
till he haue remoued him. 
22 Tore?” Yfanie doknowe one, whiche hathe 
econcied reconciled another, to the vnitie and cd - 
don munionof the churche of Rome, and yf 
he doe by any waye or meane ayde, eyther 
the recanciler or the reconciled, or do 
conceale thone or thother, in ſuche wiſe 
as he doe not diſcouer them bothe, to ſo- 
me publique magiſtrate, with in the ſpace 
of twentye dayes, then next folowenige: 
he ſhall forfait all his good, aſwell moua- 
| ble as vnmouable, and ali his poſſeſſions 
. whiles he lyueth: and his bodie ſhall re- 
| maine to be diſpoſed, as pleaſeth the 
ber e- VVhoſoruerdothe know any per- 
Eg ee ſone,ro haue procured another, to be re- 
0 cvnchedto the faith and religion of Ro- 
| me, 


$ 


—— 


\ ded, procured, or counſeled an other to — 


IN nter 5 

me, thowghe he hym ſelfe be no recon- 

ciler, not is teconciled, yet, yf ſuche a one 

doe by any way or meane releue or ſac- 

courethe ſayd procurer, or yt he. doe 

conceall, or not diſcouer the ſame pro- 

curer to ſome magiſtrate( as is aboue ſay- 

de:(ſhallincurrthe ſame punyſhement. er eg 
VVno ſo euer dothe know any perſo- cealing of 

ne to haue counſeled an other to be cecõö- 

ciled to the Romaine Religion, thowgh 

he hym ſelf dyd not procure it atall: yet 

yt he any way ayde ſuch a counſay ler, or 

c6ceale or not diſcouer hymſ as is before 

ſayd: ) heſhall haue the ſame puailh ae, 5 Fad 

Vf one know any to haue perſus, cealing fe- 
obeye the byſhopp of Rome, in cauſes "YN 
Eccleſiaſticall, and yet dothe ayde hym, 
c6ceale or not bevraye hym (as is aboue 
ſayde.) ſhall endure the ſame pay de and 
puniſhement. 

V'Vho ſo euer knoweth any, which — 
hathe ſuffered hym ſelf to be perfuaded promiſed 
to obey the byſhopp of Rome in cauſes — 2 
Ecclefiaſticall, or which hathe promiſed, 
ani obeditce to him for the time to come, 
and yet dothe any way ayde, or conceale 
ſuche a one, or doeth not diſcauer hym 
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within twentie dayes (as is aforeſayde) 
he ſhall ſuffer the ſame penaltie of loſſe 
of all his goeds and poſieſſiom, and of 
impriſonment, 
He which kuoweth anye prieſt, to 
1 haue abſolued an other, and yet doeth 
ſoloor. ayde or conceale hym, or doeth not geue 
knowleige of hym, in ſufficient tyme ( as 
is aforeſayd): {hall be condemned in the 

ſame penal 
. for cos f a prieſt to haue autho- 
cealing ntie toabſolue(albeitthe prieſt exercyſe 
avthoritie not the ſame, nor abſolue any )yt he cy- 
to ablolve. ther helpe or conceale hym, or do not 
diſcouer hym, ( as is aforeſayd) he ſhall 

; © abydethe ſame payne. ? 

10. kor co VVho ſo euer knoweth any to pretẽ af 
cealvug to- haue authoritieto abſoluet ( hough 
Lotolners. in dede he haue none )and yet doeth ayde 
or conceale hym, or nat diſcouer hym, 
(as is aforeſayd he ſhall ſuffer the lame 


puniſhement B 


— wy 


h 71, er ee 44 woes A 
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kot con Yf any knowe one to be abſolued, Ca 
ccaling the were he willyogly abſolued vppon his | © 
ovne ſute, orwittingly dyd but ſuffer qt 
hym ſelfe to be abfolyed ,( thoughe he wi 
neuer defired it ):yet yt he any waye ſuc- — 


coure, or conceale hym, or do not geue 
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notice of hym, (as u aforeſayde) he ſhall 
haue the ſame pun ſhement. 


diſſuaded an other frõ the religiò nowe 
. vſed in Englãd, of intt, to draw 
ym to the obedience of the byſopp, 
and religion of Rome:or knowethany to 
haue bene a procurer, mouer or counſe- 
ler, to ſuch diſſuadyng of any other: and 
doeth by any wayor meane helpe , con- 
ceale,or not diſcover hym ro a magiſtra- 
te withein the ſpace of twentie dayes, 
(as 13a foreſayd): ne ſhall endure the ſa- 
me penalties, puniſhements and paynes, 
ſo often now remembred , vvhiche is 
aſmuche to ſaye in effect, as he ſhall loſe 
all the ioyes, comforthes, & commodities 
which this mortall life can velde to m4. 
And thus muche for ſo farras { now 
doe remẽbet ) to vchinꝑ rhe penall lawes. 
By theſe oneiye ( though ther were no 
capitall lawes, ) a man may eslilye conie- 
cture, in how hard termes, the Catholi- 
ques now in Englande doe lde, agaiuſt 
whome,ſo many drede full and moſte peri 
lous lawes are layed, lyke ſnares for their 
Ceſtructi6, who can haue 4 quiet mynde, 
whan heis withoute fecuritie to emoye 


a 11. For con 
VVho ſo euer knoweth anie to haue cealing dif 
ſus de, of 
caluimimy 


7 
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but one. houre' the verye neceſſaries 
wher with he ſhowld lvue, beinge on 
euerie ſyde d and liſted ya with ſo 

menaſing la wes, the dawngers whe- 
— able to eſchewe, except he 
wold be come impiouſe f how great a 
ſwaye doe cauills beare among theſe 
Lawesthow great force hath malice here? 
how muche oportunitie is geuen to ini- 
quitye Behold I praye you. Yf any 
perſone do eyther ayd or c6ceale the re- 
conciler, or the reconciled, the abſoluer 
or the abſolued, the ſprocurer, counceler 
diſſuader, or ſuche like: he is guiltie( ſaith 
the law )of an haynouſe crime, & worthie 


to be puniſhed, with loſſe of al his goods, 


yea and of his libertie allſo. Let the mat- 
ter it ſelſe paſſe:conlider but onelye how 
wyde open to all injuſtice the Catholi- 
quesdo lyeby meanes of thes lawes, yf 
one by — or vnwittingly ſhould 
receaue — his houſe, ſome of the a fo- 
reſayd perſones, and a quareling felow 
wold accuſe hym,that he dyd — vittin- 
glie: how cowld he be hable in this caſe 
to defend him ſelſe, or what ſupportati6 
might he finde for hizowne innoctcye?[f 
one v old diſſuade a man from the herekie 


1 


iT ſame clauſe was (0 — cou- Ta 


w ww +: 1+ ewe T1 elner 
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of Caluin and neuer ſpeake word at all of ien: 
the bychepp of Romezhowe ſhall it ap- 1g gangs: 
peare that he is not guiltie of treaſon I *. 
meane,how ſhall he be able co bring in 
euidence, that he dyd not diſſuade with 

this intent, that the other ſhould reiect 

the phãtaſies of Caluin, and ſubmitt hym 

ſelfe to the biſſhopp & churche of Rome? 

Yes (yow will ſay )the perill may beea- 

ſilie auoyded, it this felow ſhowlde plain 

lye moue one to the religion of purita- e bere⸗ 
nes, Anabaptiſts, Arians, or yet of A. fl. ls me 
theiſts : Ia verie trueth I beleue it well: 6.042% 
And ſurelie yt is not vaproblable that in Engiids 


ched to the reſt by the penner of 
in fauoure and maintenance of theſe and” - 

ſuche like herefies.Oh how miſerable is © 
the condicion of theſe owre dayes? 72 
and ſurmiſe. Novy is to the vnequalitie the layves . 
of theſe layves, what ſhould a man ſay F. 
thereof, ſyth — at this daye in En- 
gland the father is bo vnde to accuſe hys 
lonne, the huſband hys vyfe, the brother 
his brother, the penitent his ghoſtlie fa- 
ther, the ſeruant hys maſter, as yf it were 
for a myſcheeuouſe crime? And wherfore 


— 


The capi 
tall lavvyes 


ac che this reſpe;fortharthey lye in vayte of 


Ca hal 


quesof En- 


gland. 
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I praye yowfforſoothe for the Catholi- 
que religion, vnder which we were bor- 
no, with-which we were brought vp and 
inſtructed, and the verie ſame;whiche all 
other princes doe embrace and defende. 
The like to this vithoute doubt, no age 
alt hath taſted , no memorie of oure 
— hathe heard, no antiquitie of 
former worldes hathe ſene. eſe are 
the braynſick phantaſies onlie of oute 
dayes, the variable innouaciom of parti- 
cular placey;the flexible willfullneſſe of 
mans mynde, the moſte vaine copgitati6s 
of fleſhe and bloode, whereby men doe 
attempt to exchaunge the vnmutable tru- 
the of Chriſt for their owne phantaſies 
to ſerue their oe turnes in reſpect 
their owne commodities. 
But let vs yet ſee mo of theſe ſeuere 
lawes,& that ys, the capitall lawes,whiche 
before, I haue called bloodye lawes, in 


bloode, and doe aſſaile, the verie lyfe of 
man. And in theſe lawes, firſt of all, there 
is one thing not vnmete to be noted, that 
all thes lawes, doe concern religiò onlye. 
and yet neuer the leſſe they doe inferr not 
only the payne of deathe, but ſuche s 


the bythopp of Rome is heage of the 
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we ided for offenſes,com- 
ports aber her maieſties per ſone, whi- 
— all l{otherisamoſt grivouſe& moſte 
odiouſe payne, as due for the molt flagi- 
tiouſe crime, and that ys treaſon or rebel - 
lion. Andthis courſe oure aduerſaries doe 
take of ſpeciall purpoſe, that the deathe 
of Catholiques,ſnoulde not ſeeme to be a 
martyrdome, but rather might be con- 
ueyed throughe the eares of the ignorie 
PIE nder the infamouſe blorr of an 
aynouſe crime: and to che intent — 
that the prince might more eaſilie be 
— Catho ique religion to 
ſtyfflie bent againſt ner roiall ſcepter, and 
erous do the ſecuritie of her regi- 
ment. Now when this foundacion was 
ones laied, yt wasno hard matter for the, 
to procure what lawes — laited 2 
Catholiques: Albeit in v 
her owne diſpoſition, ab — ſuche 
violence, and effuſion of mans bloode. 
But nove I come to the lawes,& thus the 
firſt beginneth. | 


VVho ſo ever ſhall aye,wrice,affirme, 1 — 
or by any maner of ciphar ſhall vtter, or ag 


yer being demaunded, ſnall conſeſſe, that 


N 
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churcheof England, or hathe there -anie 
Iuriſdiction in cauſes eccleſiaſtical! : ſhall 
be reputed and taken for a-traitar, and 


ſhall endure ſuch pains of deathe, forfai- |, 


tures & penalties, as are provided in caſes 

ot high trea{6,c6mirted againſt the ſhate, 

3 Hor *P-. He which for any cauſe doth hereafter 
ome. appeale to the Byübpr of Rome, and ob- 
tein trom hym bulls or other inſtrumẽ ts, 

and bring the ſame in to England: ſhall 

endure niſhement of highe treaſon, 

— Yfany perſone do hereafter bringe 
Filovres in to Englande any Agnus Dei, (as they 
thinges call thẽ ) roſaries, hallowed grain, medal - 
les,crucrfixes , or any other e halo- 

wed ofthe Byſhopp of R be re- 

puted demed and taken for atrattot, 

ür | V Vhatperſone ſo euer beinge vn- 


— thee the degree of a baron, to homo the 


othe or abiuration againſt the. popes au- 
thoritie, and in the — Quene⸗ 
ſupreme powre i cauſes eccleliſticall ſhall 
be thryſe tendred, doe at the third tyme 
refuſe to ſweare: ſhall ſuffer-thepains or- 

$; For Gy deined for higheſ treaſon. - - ©... 
wan VVo ſo euer by avie wait or meane 
tiqze doethe from henſefourthe ſay, write, 


dec 
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nie feſſe, that the is an hereti que, or 8 
hall Shiſmatique:ſhall be ſubiect to the ſame 


pains for high treaſon. 
Fai. If anie doe hereafter reconcile an C 
{es other to che vnitie & communion ot the mo” 
te, | fea of Romethe (ſhall ſuffet the ſame pai- 
ter | nes & puniſhem&trs provided for treaſon, 
b- ; VVhoſocuer ſhal wittinglie and wil- „. For the 
ts, | linglie; be. reconciled, to the ſame vni- 4d 
all | tieand communion:{hall endure the ſa- 
mn. me puniſhement. | 1 
ge VVho ſo euer doeth hereafter Pro- curers of 
ey cure any perſoneto be reconciled to the r 
fame vaticard communion: thall be c6&- 

o- | demned to the ſame puniſhement. e e 
- - | V Vhatperſone ſo euer doethe from ilers of 

henfeforthe but onelie geue aduiſe or 48 
counſaille to anie to be reconciled to the 
e | fame vnitie and communion, thoughe he 
doe not procure the ſame: ſhall neuer the 
e leſſe haue the ſame puni ſhement. 
il If anie perſone doe hereafter perſua- a of 
e de an other to obeye the byſhopp of bee, 
— Rome in cauſes ocelafiaſiicalt; he ſhatbe — * 
condemued of the ſame crime of highe 
e | treaſon. | 

- 1 Afanie ſufſer hym ſelfe to be perſus- ne 
ded to ſuche obedience : he ſhall be de. perfuais. 
13 


- — — — — 


| miſers of come, anie ſu 
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med guiltie of the ſame crime of highe 


treaſon. 


11. For pro 


curers and tobe vſed with an othet, or geue counſaill 
lach per thereunto:he ſhall ſuffer the ſame payne 
of highe treaſon, 


ſuaſio n. 
It anie do promiſe to vſe in time to 
1 For pro 


dure the penalties prouided for highe 
treaſon. 

If a pryeſte doe abſolue anie of the 
quenes ſubiects: yt ſhall be Iudged to be 
highe treaſon. 

If anie haue authoritie to abſolue in 

and, thowghe heneuer doe in dede 
olue anie: yet ſhall he neuerthe leſſe be 
demed and taken for a traitor. | 
16. Por pre [fanie doe — orſhowe 
readers of that he hathe ſuche authoritie to abſolue, 
1 though in truthe he haue none: yet ſhall 
he be reputed as a trattor. 


ſolaers, 


xy. For ſu- 
che as ha- 
ve authe- 
rit'? ro ad- 
ſolue. 


— If anie perſone vittinglie be abſol- 
wluuon. ued of an other, be yt that he eyther made 


ſute for the ſame abſolution, or withoure 
making anie ſute for it, ſuffred ſel- 
fe to be abſolued:he ſhall be puniſhed as 
— 7 "ROOF 


If anie doe precure ſuche perſuaſion 


| e obedience to the fea of 
Veen. Rome in cauſes eccleſiaſticallthe (hall en- 


* 
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in XN GLANDE; ' <7 
Yfanie do procure abſolution for ut. procu: 
an other, he ſhall haue the ſame puniſhe- 1 of ab: 
ment. | | 
Y faiy perſone doe aduiſe or connſell „  - 
an other to be abſolged, thoughe be do failers of 
not — yt to be done: yet ſhall he lea 
therfore ſuffer as a traitor. 
Yfanie doe eyther procure or coun- 
{ell an other generallye to be an abſol- cers or 
ver, all be yt that he doe not mouehym — 
to abſolue any ſpeciali perſone : yet he 
ſhall neuer the leſſe incurr the ſame pu- 
niſhement. 
Yf anye doe hereafter dehorte or diſ- ,1.piſers. 
. faade an other frome the religion now u of cal 
publiklye vſed & profeſſed in Englid, or gion. 85 
doe procure any ſuch diſſuaſion, of in- 
tent that the perſone whicheis to be dif. 
ſuaded may bedrawne to the obedience 
and religion of the ſea of Rome the ſhall 
be reputed demed and iudged guiltie of 
highe treaſon:and ſhall endure the ſame 
puaiſhemer, whiche is dewe for that cri 
me. And that puniſhement is ſuche as 
foloweth. | ruhe paine 
Firſt, that the perſone condemned. . en 
and drawne a lõge bylandto the place of kmacd D 
execution, be (for bi greater tormeat, ) SN 


The vnes- 


ues dea- 
ling ofrhe 


miniſt ers 


„ gad. innouators, oure tröpett blowers of the 
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halfe led with an haulter : then is he 
to be lett doune, that whyles he is cõmin- 
e to hym ſelfe, his priuie members may 
be cutt of and brent in the tyre before his 
face:by and by his bellye is to be vpript 
with. knyfe, his gutts haled owte, and 
whiles he lyeth yer pantinge and ſtru- 
linge : his — lungs, liuer, and all his 
Powell & intrales mult be plucked four- 
the by the boucher,& throwne in to the 
fire there at hand: in thende, his bodye ys 
boyled, cut in peeces, & han ꝑed lyy quar- 
ters at diuerſe gates of the Citie . And 
as for his goods and poſſeſſions, they are 
all forfeited, and no parte thereof muſt 
deſcend to his vvyte, children, or kynred: 
and they allſo for this one mans ſake 
are to be blotted with ignominie, and the 
whole poſteritie of this dead creature vt- 
terlie attainted, and diſteined in bloode 


for euer. 


Are not theſe ſeuere enough ? are oy 
not (think yow my frinde Gerard) ſuſ- 
ficient ſharppe for the profeſſors ofare- 
ligion which they receiued of their grand 
farhers-and forefathers? And yet, for ſoo- 
the, oure miniſters of Englid, thoſeoure 


| euangelicall doctrine, and reſemblers 
(for faothe )of Chriſtian myldeneſſe, doe 
daylis exclayme forthe of pulpits,redou- 


d 
— 
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ble thicke and three fold through their 
writen bookes,and beate in to the ears of 
the magiſtrate, yea and of the prince allſo 
in day lie ſpeeche, that to muche lenitie 18 
vſedthat clemencie is daungerouſe: that 
the 'toleration and forbearance, whichis 
vſed in the whole courſe of that regimẽt 
towards Catholiques, is blame woorthye, 
and notto be ſuffred. Fee nowe the vnad- 
uiſed folie of (pitefall and furiouſe per- 
{ones. 

Is there anie haynouſe offenſe,or dete- 
ſable ace, that can be more ſharplye pu- 


4 niſhed, than with theſe torments whiche 


here I baue ſett downefys there anie ſorte 
of men ſo vngraciouſe, as could be withe 
mo lawes lyſted abowte , withe greater 
paines reſtreined, to mo perills ſubiected, 
to mo miſcheues and inconueniences lay 
de op&, than the Catholicks are in 4— 
de by theyſe lac And yet, han all. is 
done, wherein haue theſe poore Catholi- 
ques.offended?. VVhat maner of crime ys 
to be imputed to the faithe and religiò of 
pur grand father and aunceſt 


— 2 —— PR 
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theyſe adutrſaries vvere ones of one 


ſociecie vvith vs, but hovy, vvhan they 


haue taken hold of Caluines faithe, forſa-/ 
ken Luthers religion, and contemaed ou- 
res: they haue made them ſelues oure ma- 
ſters, they haue baniſhed- vs ovvt of our 
ovvne houſes, and thruſten vs frome all 
degrees of honor and eſtimation. But for 
oute part, vve make no complaint che- 
reofilet them take, and vſe all at their mo- 
ſte libertie. Then vvhye are they not he- 
re withall content che procede they 
further ſely poore mei vVhat meane they 
to aſſaile oure ſoules?whyeare they ſo ri- 
gorouſe againſt oure bloode? howe is yt, 
that nothinge can ſatisfie them but oure 


deathe, or oure extreme calamitie? yf the 


quarell whiche they haue againſt vs, be 
for no other thinge, but onelye for oute 
fache: alas, there are other petye ſects no 
leſſe ennemyes to Caluine thi we are : yet 


can they be content frindlie to eo- 
tertaine them, and to vie their fauoruble 
miniſterye. Bur yfq padd le hydd in the 


ſtrawe: yf Varres be affrayed to be called 
to accompte by order of lave:behold, 
ve are contẽt to dehyuer them from chut 
trouble, to ſeale them an acquitance; and 
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to yelde of oureowne right and intereſt. 
Marye, this is the thinge which we one- 
lie deſire, that this be not to vianouer- 
throw, and an occaſion of theyre perpe- 
tuall diſ pleaſure againſt vs, for that ones 
weenioyed oure natiue ſoyle , whiche 
nove we want; for yf this hadd not hap- 
ned,their publique weale hadd now beng 
none. 

And thus muche of the lawes, Nowe, 
ar ſee how muche oure aduerſaries are 
able to doe againſt vs, vader the pre- 
tenſe of theyſe lawes : but how muche 
more they wolde fayne doe, the matter it 
lelfe declareth euidentlye, in that they 
are not content with the ſeuetitie now 
vſed, but earneſtlie call for ſharper & 
mare painſull law es euerye daye. And yet 
verylie I doe not thinke, that anie Chri- 
ſtian can haue ſo hard and yroned a harte 

(onleſſe he haue loſt borhe ſeelinge of hu 

manitie and — might be moued 

to compaſſion with theyſe extremities. 
which oure poore Catholiques doe ſuſ- 


The ter- 


fer. mes vyhes- 


For no lamentable diſtreſſe can be r - 


imagined in anye kynde of calamitie, well 2 


nighe, which they ſe men do not daylie 541 


2. Cor 6. 


. Cor. 11 


Heb.tr. 


1. Cor. 4. 
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beare, no trouble in anye condition of 
men; can be thought on, vhich chey doe 
not continuallye fuſteyne. In ſo mache, 
as they may moſte truelie ſay, with the A- 
poſtle: in tribalatiũs, in neceſi i ies, in diftreſſes, 
in ſtrype t, in pryſons,m tumultet, in labors. And 
with, the ſame ſoldioure of Chriſte in an 
other place: i peyills vvith in the Cuie, in pe- 
yills n wrildernes , in perills in the ſoa, in 
perill; amonge falſe brethren, in traws'le an1 
unſerie. Vea they may allſo ſay further, as 
the Apoſtle ſaythe: cuen in deathe of it:imes. 
Vet further, that ſame may be applyed 
vnto the,and not vnaptlye.Skornefwll moc- 
kes and beating s haue they felt,oney and beſyde 


bothe fetters and pryſo, thty bane bene racked, 


they ham bene gutt and mangled, they haue 
aAbydden tempt at ions and triall they hau bene 
fleyne wth the ſ v voorde. Aud to conclude, 
that ſame allio verye fytlie agteeth vnto 
them, v ve art made a ſpectacle to che vv lde, 
to angels and to men: vve are eaell joke f, and 
wve [ay vvtll of others : vve ſuffer and endure 
perſecution: vve are blaſphemed androve prey, 
for them: wve are accompred the parings of the 
vvorlde, and the refuſe of all to this day. 

But to makeall theyſe more euident, 


it ſhall not be (perhaps) fart from rhe. 
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purpoſe, yt I touche euerye thing yer 
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more particularlie. 
And fyrſt(to ſpeake of the laſt exe- — 
cutiõ, x hiche oure Catholiques do endu- me of Ca- 
re in the ende of all)yt can not be doubt- . 
ful(Ithiak)to anie, how manye men, and 
what maner of men, haue bene put to 
moſte paynfull deathe, as ſtrangled. bo- 
velled, cut in ſunder, boy le d, a — 
ſed by peece meale in the ayre, and all for 
religionceand though our aduerſar ies ( for 
more reproche) make a ſutmiſe oftrea- 
ſan: yet the matter is mani feſt, and they 
them ſelues do not denye, that only re- 
ligionasthe cauſe of thus deathe. 
maße no mention here, of the greate 
nõber af thoſe moſte.ceuerend biſhopps, 
doctors, prieils, and other confeſſors gf 
Chriſt. hicho inpryſon haue bene either 
choked with filthie ſtinkyng ſauour, or 
cõſumed with ſorowe and hungar, vhoſe 
cauſes we teferr to the Iudgement ſeate 
of Chriſte alone. 1 ſpeake here of them 
onelyeqwhiche opealy in the ſight of all 
men, haue geuẽ reſtimonie to the rruethe, 
with their owne blaode. V Vho(beſydes 
the verye torment afthe executiõ, & that 
common contumelie, here in they dig 
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(in the opinion of the people as traitary 
to the ſtate, and not as Catholiques, 
haue allſo ( for the moſte part) this re- 


slanade wurde, and good turne geuen them whan 
rioge of; they are deade, that they are flaundered 


in diſperſed libells with ſome notable 
falſe ſurmiſe throwne oute againſt their 
maners and doctrine. a 
"II In this wiſe verie latelie han they 
falſely 1m: had hanged on their common gallo- 
pared ro wes, that godlie und aelouſe prieſt Eue- 
rard Hane, and were affrayed leſte ſome 
perchaunce , wolde be moued with the 
martyrdome of that Innocentzthey gaue 
owt in two contrarit bookes, thone im- 
pugnyng thother; c&taine monſtryouſe , 
'errots and paradoxes, ( I nove nor 
what, hand made this deade man theau- 
thor thereof:Suche is chis bat the biſ hopp 
of R ome cam not erre: w here as in trueth mai- 
er Hanſe dyd ſpeakeexpreſſe)ye of the 
doctrine of faithe thiatis to be publiſhed 
to the vniuetſall churche,and rherin only 
de ſayd,that the pope could not erre. 
And this is an othertthat no prince bath 
ame ſupremacie vvithin his owvne dominions, 
faxing the byſbopp of Rane onbe : Where in 
dede he ſpake onlie of the ſupremacie of 
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ſiaſticall. And this all ſo: h at no trraſ d ag cinft 
the quent of Englidis a ſynn. VVhetas being 
no we at the point redie to be executed to 
deathe and repeting his awne woords 
diuers tymes before the people there 
pre ſe nt, he affirmed that he 7 e not of 
cuery kinde of treaſon, but of that onlie, 
for the v hich withowt deſert he was then 
in dyeing,and which his adverſaries vn- 
diſcretely call treaſõ, being in truethe no 
other thing, than a nedefull confeſſion of 
the Catholique faithe. For now by the ro- 
citall of the lawes before mencioned, yt is 


manifeſte, how many cheefe poiots and Principles 


oo ot oure faithe, they haue dra- 


In this point therfore, oute aduer- 
ſaries excede the malice of auncient per- 
ſecutors,that they do not make knowen 
the true cauſe why they martyre men, 
though them ſelues doeconteile the ſa- 
me. And yet the deuell in thoſe formoſte 
tymes hade ſovne muche ſeede of this 
iniquitie, whe S. Paule «5 pernicians of ſcii- 
nontty ea & gure ſauioure — 
ducing the people, & forbyddinge to paye mibute 
1 Car: — moſte iurioully flaunder od. 


ne to the caſe of hyghe treaſon. — 
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But nowe itis([ ſuppoſe )ſkane woor - 
the the laboure, to put downe here in 
writing, with how greate reproches, with 
what outcries, with how many mocks 
andſkorns,with how ſower and ſpite full 
ſkoffes,with how bitter and vnſauourye 
taunts, with what ruſtling noyſe and dyn- 
ne of mutteringe male cõtents, and fowle 
movthed detractors, iheyſe our martyrs 
were ſtrangled, and in the fight of all the 
people rent and torne in peeces: for the 
thinge of it ſelſe is lothe ſome to the 
eves, and terrible to the eares. O howe pi 
tifull is owre caſe, whiche are fallen in to 
theſe tymes, han we ſee fo greate ri- 
: goure practiſed by chriſtians gains, 
chriſtians, for the chriſtian faithe? 
K. And thus muche for the paynes and 
ies agaioft puniſhements ordeined for Catholiques: 
Catholt- , 
auess Nove lett vs ſaye ſomethinge of the c6 
tumelies that they abyde before their dea 
thes:but it is an infinit & endleſſe matter, 
it can not be expreſſed in fewe woords. 
For Ithinke verelie, that Catholiques no 
where in the world, no not amonge Moo 
res, Gothes, Tartars, Saracens, Turcks, or 


$auua 
rudenes. 


what ſo euer other confederats,or ſwor- 
ne enemies of Chriſte , could be mo 


bparticuler ſpire and iniurie againſt this 


4, 
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ſkornfullie , than they are by theſe con- 
tumeliouſe and diſde infull new. goſpel- 
lers. 


vf they take a prieſt at maſſe :a man 


wold marueyle to ſee,how impiouſlye & reared 


how deſpitchlly they behaue them ſclues. 
Firſt, for the ſacred yea and conſecrated ie. 
hoſte, they take it away with violence, 
treade it vnder foote, thruſt it through 
with knyues and daggers, faſten it to a 
poſte, and with great wounder ſhowe it 
to Catholiques , inſult and triumphe 
againſt yt in all koffing and ſkornfull ma- 
ner, and call it(ſuche is their blaſphemie 


(the wheaten or breadie god of papilts 
ue 


Now as to the prieſt, whan they 

(after their maner ) firſt intreated hym 
yll withein doores, then they bring hym 
forthe abroade,aud in the ſelfe ſame at- 
tyre wherein they fownde hym ſtandin= 
ge at the aultar, they haile and chaſe hym 
abowre, throwghe ſtretes and villages, 
where all folke gaſe and ſtare vppon hym 
the whole multitude ſkorne hym , yea & 
ſome ſpytt in his face, but the moſte part 
ſcolde, and raile againſt hym, and euexie 
one (well nighe ) dothe practiſe ſome 
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ſeruantof Chriſt. Then they lock hym is 
faſtintle counter, or laye hym vpp in lo- 

me other priſon : they bynde hym in yr6 ci 
cheyns,loade him with bolts and ſhakles, le 
and(yf it like them) they put hym ro the tic 


rack,and torture:or elſe,whan they, haue m 
vexed hym in euerie part with the rodd h 
of all maner of reprochefull puniſhe- fu 
ments:they hale hym fourthe to the pla- th 
te of ludgement, and theyr,bothe hym, an 
and all them which were preſent at his ne 
maſſe, they do condemne to priſon, and ce 
to paye that ſumme of money for their vi 
fine or raunſome,whiche Itolde yow be- pr 
fore is to be payde for this ſo hainous a pl 
fault(God vote )of hearing maſſe. is 

And whan all this is done and paſt,(yf lo 
they thinke ĩt may anie way further their | be 


affaires to diſpatche the man quyte out of | ſo 
the vaye, and kill hym) they exhibir voto di 
kym interrogatories touchinge ſome ar- of 
ticles of the aforeſayde capitall lawes: 
they appoſe hym with capriouſe and ſub- ini 
tile queſtions: they vrge hym vpon his no 
allegeaunce to anſwere directſje & plain- afl 
he.V Vhat nede manie woords?Doe they lef 
not caſelie(think yow )beate oute of the m 
poore man ſome thinge that may ſuffice #F© 
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may viſit them, all intercourſe of ſpeche 
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to ſerue their rurne? yes in dede:for a flaffe 
ts ener at bande to beate 4 egg · a 

And here becauſe I haue made men- 
cion of impryſonmẽts, and yow in yowre 
letters requeſt aduertiſemẽt of ſome par- 
ticulars thereof by name: I will ſaye ſo- 
me thing allſo of priſons: whereof this 
ſhall be the firſt: that they are all very 
full repleniſhed and ſtuffed vpp with Ca- 
tholiques, in ſo muche as there is ſkante 


Of priſoas . 


anteromthe fot theues. Manie priſõs are Miſtrefe 


newe builded of late, but all doe not ſuffi- 
ce. The Tower of London, (in time 

vſed for traitors, ) is nowe fraught full of 
prieſts. Vea, oure Bride well, an infamouſo 


place of light houſwyues & lewed folke, 


is not withoute ſome parte. For it is not 
longeiſynce +yoog maide, a gtle woman 
borne, conſeſſinge the Cathalique faithe 
ſome what zeloullie, vas thruſt in to this 
diſhonorable place by the Superintẽdent 
of London. 

Nove to the wantes, diſtreſſes and 
inner troubles of priſoners I dare ſaye 
nothing, leſte with my complaint I might 
afflict the aff iĩcted more. This neuer the- 
lefle is common, that no frinde of theirs 


Tomſon. 


The priſon 
at Lanion. 
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and letters is forbidden, ſtrayre watche is 
layde, & nartoulie it is obſerued ho re- 
ſorteth vnto them, in ſo muche as none 
withoute preſent perill, caneyther geue 
them any almes or other wayes-relciue 
them withany woorke of charitie. And ſ 
heare of muche harder dealings , concer- 
ninge the order of their diet. Ipeciallie in 
the priſons at yorkand hull. Vett becau- 
ſe thoſe extremities may procede per- 
haps of ſome peculiar frowardneſſe of 
Iailers: I will got rouche them here as af- 
flict ions common to all priſoners. 

But yet the report of a rigoure vſed 
in a priſon at Lanſon in the countie of 
Cornwale, is certeinlie true, and the fact 
more than barbarous. For whan ſyx ( as 
Iweae )or eight 3 were ſhoo- 
ueled together and piled vpp in to one 
hole: thoughe they were of good calling, 
and for more part gentlemen borne : yet 
had thev neyther meate geuen them, nor 
allowedto them , other than vnſauorie 
and Lotheſome, yea and begged of al- 
mes from doore to doore,nor vſe of any 
water but of corrupt & filthie. And as for 
place of caſement to theyre bodilie ne- 
ceſſities, they had none at al,, other than 


the 


1 


4 


the verie floore where outhey dyd lye. A aus 

But of all other this exceded : that when — 6 

the yſe poore vreches beganne at laſt to 

complaine of this inhumaine and ſaua- 

ge erueltie: the Iaylet threatned them fur 

ther , that he wolde ſiom thenſeforthe 

tye the tomaungers, and feede thetn like 

brute beaſtes. Yet in the ende by loge ſure 

and continuall ſoliciting of < ca 

. me to paſſe, that they were remoued from 

c this priſon abowte two hundred miles 
thenſe , and poſted over to a 7—.— 

london, with a common garde. Of which 

pilgrimage this was the ceremonie & cir 


cumſtance. : { Hoyy = 
Every one of them vs ſett on a ſelie Se e 


4} Fleatc!& bare horſe, withoute bridle fpurr; ven in 
or other ſuruiture for a horſemaq : the g 
horſes were faſtned eche one to others 
tatle;marchingein a long rewe one after 

an other. Eche mans feete were tyed vn- 

der his horſe bellie, and his armes were 

bound bard & faſt behinde hym. V Vhert 

they came neare to anie citie or towne? 

ode way appointed to ryde before, andta 

geue warning to the inhabitants, that the- 

re were cominge at hand, c ertein 

foes to the Goſpell, and 1 to thus 
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common weale. * whiche notice, 
the people beinge ſturred vpp, dyd run- 
ne in flocks foorth of their houſes in to 
the ſtretes, and welcome the commers 
. ſpitetull contumelies as they 
coul 


Maiſter Bd VVithaverie like pomp andſvlem- 
ian of che DItYE(Faſhioned and framed all together 
ocieric of for reproche, & to euery tricke & toye of 


be, Mockerye)dyd they latelie leade A 
ghe the ciric of london, twelue catholicks, 
whereof fyue were prieſts, & the reſt were 
of good eſtate and callinge. Theire fault 
forſoothe was this : they were fownde 
prayeing — — all in one houſe with 
mailter E Campian,of the Societie 
of leſus, a greate lerned clerk,a harmeleſs 
ſe and verie Innocent man. This good 
man,for offeringe to the miniſters a moſt 
wſt defenſe of hys faithe by waye of di- 
ſputation, was by oure aduerſarie flaun- 

ered as a ſediciouſe perſone, and to that 
end and effect, a large paper was moſt ſpi- 
tefullic ritten with great letters, which 
they forced hym to beare vppon his hea- 
de in this triumphe. All this the good ws 

did beare (not vnlike as Chriſt dyd beare 

the title and ſuperſcriprion of his croſſe) 
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Cilmelye, myldlie, modeſtlie, wich a glad- 
de mynde and a cherefull countenaace. 

At laſt after this tragedie vas ended, Hove - 
hen they were come to the tower of be rormed 
London: as they had before that tyme en- **4 i» rhe 


treated other of gods ſeruants, — 2 


{ter Campian to the tac ke and to extre- 


beneenterteined, by vvhoſe frinde ſhip 
and liberalitie he had bene mainteine 1, 
vvhere he had bated or inned:vvhome he 
had viſited y the vvaie, vvhome he had 
made ofhis counſaile, vvhoſe help, and 
induſtrie he had vſed, and (to be ſhorte) N 
vvho they vvete throughe oute all En- 
gland, vvhiche fauoure the Catholi 
religion, and vvho abhorre Caluianiſm 
in theyte Rarts O haynouſe crimes, ſuffi- 
cit᷑tſ no doubt )ro bringe free borne men 
to be turmoiled in ſo exquiſite maner of 
etamination,X that by torture too, cuen, 
for a mere ſurmiſe , and bur a ſuſpician 


there of. | 
Nouftproye yow ) tellviyfyow ci ch 
Was © 


ptacliſe vſed anie where heſu- 


84 
re theſe days: In x hat barbarous Scy- 
thia was this aſmuche as hearde of by 
anye report at apy tyme, that freeborne 
men, of Loneſt ſtate & cogdition;lerned, 
of good education, well inſtructed and 
trayned vpp in gentle manlye maner, de- 
dicated and voved to the lacred functid 
of prieſthoode, ſhould be for the teſli- 
monie onlie of an ?uncjent religion, of 
lõge cõtinuance left vnto them by theire 
aunceſtours, ſtauled vpp in cages to be 
racked on a payne «« (as bondſlaues 
were wonte to be) and with dire and hor- 
rible paines, greeues, & afflictiòs wreſted 
and writhen owte of their idats, vnleſſe 


vp to the torture-theyre owne c6paniGs 
in faithe and profeſſion : whiche to doe 
they are forbidden by the lawe of natiòs, 
by the rule of nature, by ciuile duetie, by 
common honeſtie, & by — religion? 
Ys this(think yowe )a verye1ult cauſe o 

torture? ys this a rea(6 effetuallengughe 
to bringe men to theire inquilition?{pe- 
ciallye ſo extreme, ſo tigorouſe, ſo ſerui- 
le a maner of inquiſitiõ for free bornmẽ- 
to endure ? dyd Catholiques in any aige 


thei will appeache, & traiterouſſy deliver, 


Practiſe chis,cuen againſt the deſperateſt 
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and petuerſeſt keretiques? 
Aſſuredlie, yf there were nothing elles 


to admoniſhe A circuſpect and attenttue ofhereße. 


perlone of the frande of herehe,and of 
that deſperite wickedneſſe, yvhich lyeth 
lu kinge voder her hypoerifie :zthowghe 
the noueltie of . 1 con- 
trarietie an onge the feſues, the variable 
vncertaintie dfeheiralſertibs,cheyr lic- 
tiouſe diſſolution in connerfarion of lyfe 
coulde ſaye nothinge to the matter: yet 
this one thing woldeſ to hym I fave that 
hathe good eyes & eart s) ſufficiẽtſi diſco 
uer the whole frame of all theyre diſſimu 
Jati6:ro &yttithat rhefe ſelf ſame felowes 
Pchich of late fa freſhe' e profeſſed afl 
kinde of hvmanirie and large & naue 
ſo fiercelye inutcihed apainſt the Catho: 
lique churche cf Chriſte for her 
eauen and moſt mdifferent diſciohite, 
moſte jnffnd moſte auncienit læwes or- 
"deined,dde'nowe vie fache ſavage cruek 
tie Von light and triflinge cauſes , as the 
verythuflft:, nide. and barbarouſe dyd 
ſrente practife for moſte haynouſe of- 
fences. | &1 
Vu he muſt beare with my preefe 
and ſorowve,” who ſo euer thinkerh y 
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voordes to be ouer ſharpp.For I am diſ- 


pleaſed in dede and not well ʒ but 
not ſo muche vith theſe men, which ha- 
ue committed theſe o trages (for [he- 


ſeche God forgeue them) : as Lam with 
hereſie, hy whaſe meanc> theſe men (not 
cruell of thei r awne nature , but muche 
diſpoſed rather toleninie and mekeneſſe) 
are dryuen in to ſo ( I vil got ſaye 
woodeneſſe , leſte I houlde offend them, 
bur )ſharpp angrineſſe in dede , and ſore 
diſpicaſure againſt their one: as, neithet 
for neichbourhoode of one native ſoile, 
nor ſot integritie of lyfe, ornamet aflear 
nyng, or flower of aige they can he indu- 
ced, nor in reſpect of the prerogatiue ok 
freedome, nor in regarde of the priuilege 
of prieſthoode, nar by intreatie of vor- 
des, nor by abundance of teares they can 
be maued to take pitie and campaſſion 
vppon innocents and guiltleſle men, nor 
can be ſtayed backe doing.e>tre- 
me and outragious violence. I humblie 
beſeche oure molt mercifull 3nd moſte 
mightie God, thatihis huge offence be 
not impurtY vnto them, but raither that 
they may finde mercie inthe daypfoure 


* 


Forde, no in their ow ne day ,that is, ig, 
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the drye ofman;hagefhowed no mercie x(4;;14, 
to theire bretheren. 1. Cor 4. 
But now l omit to ſpeake of the other 
outrages, whiche in this Tower of Lon- 
don are perpetrated, and patientlie endu- e 
red. For thoughe they be manic aud verie cell en- 
greuous : yet can they not eaſilie come to — 
Hure knowleige, by reaſon of chat cloſe in the «©. 
and ſtraite warde, wherein the found of 
all ſpeche, and mourninge of che aſtlicted 
is ſhutt vpp frome the cares of them that 
are abroade. Nay, oure aduerfaries be- 
ſtowe no ſmall diligence in this point: 
that the aflictions and torments whiche 
are there practiſed withein doores, be 
not browghtto the knowleige of them 
that are witheoute : but buried rather in 
darkneiſe, and cleane hyd in blynde and 
oblcure dungeons. Bat yt theſe break 
foorthe at any time, & the doolefull voi- 
ce of che aflicted be plainelie hearde:then 
are thoſe felowes greuouſelye offended, 
and eirher fl ulie denie all that was done, 
or with pleaſant woords extenuate the 
For twyſe nowe of late Maiſter Cam- 
pian hathe bene pulled onthe rack. And 
waat aduerſarie dyd not vtterlie denye 


Qure ad 
wer ſai kts 
acculto- 
med to he. 
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yi Vet at lengthe the truthe of the thats 
ter came to light, when maiſter Campiary 
him ſelfe dyd vtter it in an open audien+ 
ce, & in the hearinge of oure aduerſartest 
tun (ſayde they )yt va a mery paſtime 
he was cramped or pulled a lytle, not in 
erneſt, but in ieaſte. After the lame maner 
they leaſted of others, whiche had bene 
racked before. So greate delite theſe me- 
rie conceited felowes doe take, in makin- 
go ſxoſſos and ſports ofthe afflictions of 
loric poore men. 

But they haue yet an other ſtratage- 
me or politike ſhyſt. familiarlieacquan- 
ted in thisrower: that is, to ſurmile and: 
forge what they luſt of the priſonner,& 
to publithe it to his thame,and for a trapp 
to beguile other Catholiques. The thing 
is euident, and hathe plenty of examples: 
but becauſe I purpaſe to be breete, [ 
will tauche but a few. 


V Vhen maiſter Campian had bene 


afflicted wyth torments: it was reported 


that he had confeſſed v ſoeuer they 
hid demaunded of him: ſpecialie atx ho- 
ſe howſes,& in vhat places he had bene. 
And (to geue to the lie his right: fupe 


and perfection ) it wt further hruted a- „ 
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„eme lieutenant albeit angerlie da threry 


IV noir - og 
brode , that he had promiled a recante- 
tion of l know not what. But that tale na 
man thowglt to be probable: yet there 
were that doubted thereof, becaule the 
adverſaries had ſo earnelilye aſlirmed it 
For many gentlemen , and ſome of the 
nobilitie were called vp to Landon,fros 
me their owne howles,and charged with 
a ſuppoſed cpnfellion of maiſter Cam, 
piltAnd yetinverie truthe( os after ward 
ic well appeared ) he neuat yeelded one 
worde to his torments. | 

A like {hyſt the lieutepant of the 


tower vſech &( of purpoſe tolayes hate fans 


to ſeduce others,by ſome example affir« 
med openlye at a common {{ion,that 
there were no tatholiks vader his vatde. 
whiche refuſed to goe tothe churghe of 
oure aduerfarjenyet it was well knowen 
to all there , that euen they whame he 
ment of, ene nat will malie t the chur- 
che, but yppancompulſionand-drawne 
by violence hid bene preſent d 4 few 


ſermons, yet they allways o — 
ainſt the ſame, eu led the 99 4 rom 
his rayling ſpeche, and c ym 


to 
diſputation, euen in the of t 


' Conper, 
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ned them often with heuy bolts & ſhak- 
tes. Bur it is harde by writing to diſcour- 
ſe — all the particuſers in euery 
kynde of affliction, vhiche the priſoners 
in that tower doe endure:yet ſuch as haue 
ſome tyme bene preſent vewers of the 
matter doe tell vs parte : vppon whoſe 
frithefull relation i will putt downe this 

one to geue a coniecture of the reſt, 
erwas a yonge man , of honeſt 
arentage, well entred in learninge for he 
ad bene Scholar & ſeruant to Doctor 
harpeſſeild a verie lerned man, that dyed 
in pryſon for chriſts cauſe. This yonge 
2 religion and learning ſake , had 
appointed a /fourney-in to theſe parts: 
And being redie for it, made his repare to 
the hauen (with the wealthe that he had 
got together in money or other things ) 
of —— to puſſe ouer the ſea. But 
by ſome chaunce the matter was diſco- 
nered, the yonge man was apprehended 
an officer,andſent bac ke to London: 
firſt hewas ſpoiled of all his good 
London: 


nennchip, and caſte in to the Tower of 


tovyer, 


there he was verſe ſtraitelie kept in 
ofthe priſon whiche pare 


that 
part Be- 
cheams Tower,deſtitute of 
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and conſolation nede full for man, 
wing one ſorie bedd, that his frindes ſent, 
and yet hardli- coulde he be allowed 10 
haue yt. V Vithin a while after,this yon- 

e man ( beinge but of a weake comple- 
Bonn accuſtomed to open and cleare 
ayre | quran throughe Hungar andcolde, 

artlie — the filthie ſauoure , and 
otheſomeneſſe of the place, and corru- 
ptionof the alre, dyd fall in to a ſickneſle, 
and ſemed to be ved with an ache, or 


pon of his heade. The lieutenant Nevy fora 
earinge hereof , deviſed a meruelouſe = 


ſtraunge medicine for this diſeaſe. For he 
commaunded the bedd to be tal awaye, 
that for the bettet recouerſe of his heal- 
the, he might lie vpon the bare floore. To 


be ſhort ; within fewe dayes the 


mi dyeth, ſterued, waſted, & pined awaie 
by extremitie of colde and Hungar : and 
thereof remained this evident teſtimonie 


and proofe,that hen his clothes were to 


be raken of, that might be buried:hjs 
fleſh being purrified am rotten by cold, 
2 ſticke Jaſt to his hoſe, and was with 
the hoſe pulled of from the bare bones, 
& fell za gobbetts vpp6 the growadza pi 
| tofa churliſhe barbaro 
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and'of an odd kynde of crueltie. Neuer 
thejeſle there be men yer lyuinge whiche 
dyd ſee this with their eyes, And (were 
it not for th eit perill)I covide name the. 

And becauſe I am entred in to this 
kinde of talke: I will be ſome what more 
liberall than my promiſſe. And one other 
example I will fate downe, to let you ſee 
what good ſtore I haue, yt I lyſt to ſet it 

e fForthe to the ſhowe. 

edle. © Anothet yong man not vnlike the 

Cer former, the ſote of a Catholi que co feſ- 

Martin her for dyd A per, the houſe of a right 

lonne. woyorſhiplull ladie, xho had a ſonne clea- 
re oppoſite and controrie to the mother, 


man dyd furne atid freate in his mynde 
verie much for thathe demed his mother 
had maſſe oftErimesin her houſe by this 
yong mans helpe and procurement. On a 
time therfore, as he by chaunce dyd mete 
the yong” man in a ſtrete in London: he 
efeth verie outragiouſlie, O rebell and 
fraiter: take hold on the traiter , for by 
this terme they name vs, to make mo- 
fe odious: and with this kynde of moſte 
vniuſt ignominie they vexe vs. The th 

of the citie hearing theſe woordes,trai- 


and one full gorged with Caluine. This. | 
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pes, laye hands oa the man, and hale hym 
to the luſtices or commiſſioners, And at 
their next ſeſſion when he came befare 
them: the exclamer had nothing whereaf 
to accule che.yong man, nothing where 
with to charge hym, laue onlie adare (u- 
ſpition of the Catholiquereligion:for he 
was not hable to conyince hymof the f4- 
Re, The commiſſioners not withſtan- 
dinge wolde not geue hymleaue to de 
parte. For a preſentment of religion is of 
all other moſte adiouſe. And yt the pre- 
ſenter want ſufficient mattet: the preſenc. 
ment is helped and ſer for warde by in- 
terrogatories and queſtions, to be miatz 
ſlered by the commiſſioners them ſelues, 
The [uſlices therfore examine the yong 
than, what he dathe belecue, or thinks 
touching the cheſe points of faiche, And 
at laſt by way of n 
oute, that he ſuppoleth the by hopp 


" 


Rome ougbt to haue cheſe authorine-in 


cauſes Ecdleſiaſticall, yea andin Eoghnd 
allſo. Vpon the hearing hereof:there ſo- 


lowed a "36 (entence N geuen in an Marc: 14; 
0 


other ſeſſion of Iuſtices. / by require ww 
n further proofetyov'y bane hearde bla 
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wit, vvbat the you 9 all they Cidenmed- by 
ro be giltie of deathe. 

was he removed ouer to the 
tower of London, & there Layde vp in a 
priuye neare to the place whicre 
the ſngines for totments do lie. In the 
meane ſeaſon his chamber which he had 
in the citie, was ryfled and ranſacked, and 
all his goods ſnatched vp, & there withall 
aboute thirrie pounds engliſh more, 
(whiche he had taken vp of other men for 
debtes oweing to his moſte miſerablie 
afflicted father) were allſo ſtolen & ca- 
ried away. V Vell, the poore man in priſo 
was ſore afflicted with torments, to en- 


force hym to diſcouer the places where *. 


he had maſſe : for being but a lay 
man he coulde not hym ſelſe ſay maſſe, 
Then, after verie greuouſe tortnents, 
which he endured with greate courage 
(for, ſo much an aduerſarie that had bene 
thete preſt᷑t oy c6feſſe: )he was throwen 
in to a verie obſcure doungeon, that was 
bothe darke & dredefull,withoure light, 
withoute bedding, withoute nedefull 
And of his dyet you may es- 
coniecture, when be coulde not be 


ſi 
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allowed to haue arie peece or paringe of 
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ſuſtentarion of his owne lyfe: Nay, there 
is an other thing that doeth looth me to 
tell. For when a certein deuoute and cha 
ritable man being ( vppon the common 
brute of this yoog mans extreme calami- 
tie Jmoued to compaſſion, had ſenea Sum 
of to be conueved vato this poo< 
re man for his releefe, add by the mean of 
an other priſoner had deliuered the ſame 
to his vnder keper (for here eche priſo- 
ner hathe his vnder keper ):the vnder le · 
per receiued the _ „and brought it 
againe the next day to hym of home he 
had yt, and tolde hym that the lieutenant 
of the tower wolde not ſuffer the pacee 
man to enioy the beneſit of that almes. 
And when the keper was veric carncſtlie 
requeſted to take parte thereof & beito« 
we itin ſome thinge for the poore mans 
releefe he denyed to take yt, and ſayd 
that he might not in ame wiſe take 
ny, except it vvere fix pence to — 
ſtravve to lye vppop. So malitiouſclie 
bent vvas that lieutenant againſt the ſelie 

re man. 

In the ende after fix moneths_( as] 
thinke ) vverc ouer palledin this molte 
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* of Martirdome they dra w- 
yen forth along throughe the ſtretes on 

a hurdle, and hang bym vp a lite, ſet hym 
dovvne againe, aud then as he is in reui- 
uing , they alflict hym vvith the other 
kinde of tortures, vyhiche they vic ta 


 % 


| 

practiſe vppon ſuche as arg traiters to 

the ſtate, but in farre more terrible maner f 

pro teſlit than they handle thoſe traiters. For oure 4 

are m<1c- aduerfariesaremore rigourouſeand mo- t 

tholiques re mercyleſſe againſt vs, than they are t 

«paioſte anie ſort of malefactors, howe | 

vngratiouſe naughtie ſo ever they be, 

For when theſe by order of lawe are to h 

ſuffer the ſume kyode of denthe, they Q 

fynde ſuche fauoure, as either they are, 

dy compaſſion and —— of oure ade r. 

uerſuries, full deade before they be cut y 

done om the galowes: of in dede the 0 

execution is ſo handled according to the fp 

preſchipe rule of the lawe, as they are 

{ufferedrohang till they be halfe deade p 
at the leaſt, to dull the ſenſe and felyng of 

payns in thetortments foloweinge, But ch 

farre otherwiſe it is in _ caſt of Carho+ M 

liques, For they are no ſonet biged,than Fo 
the hangman — hym ſelſe in a 

ſuriouſe maner of haſte to cut the haul-· * 
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ter in funder , & whiles thei are yet aliuts 


'and alyue t 
and me wn 


and of pe 


ſenſe 


eth them to the other 


torments:and this ofrentime ſe db eth fo 
'rexdifie , ind with fuch dextetitie and 
nimbleneſſe: as nat oulie their ſenſes for 
moſte parte art perfect, butt 


alllo 


ſtinctlie aud plainke 
bowells be digged 
bouchars fy 
verie harts a 


vp, yes and 


whiles the 


ate fctarotfinfie'ar their 
intralles, 


And yet this bloodie ſight wootkerth 
ho compaſſion in the Harti of oute 28. 
nerſaties: dut they qeride and frvthe che 
lotie poore wights , yea and ſpiteſuſlis 


in dyting,d 
e why 


Maile apyinft them, euen whiſes city ard 
ud ſpecially yf aniet 
ayhe doe grone, or ap- 


2 whiche is vetie rate) to make ane 
ntabie noyſe. For thus 4 cetrein 
teachet of theirs (and not a ve o 
z prifited booke doerk collect & c- 
clude, that oure verie Martyres, are not 


Marty res, becauſe forſuthe(laith he Jone 


9 ctied oute in His torments, and 


ſat I may vſe His dwne woords ) 5&5, 
yell ud hex ve like 4 heil her vnde. O good- 
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cher. O new fownde charitie of a new ſo- 
wad goſpell:whoc euet hacker or ruffian 
wolde haue vttered ſuch a-woorde wi- 
thoute bluſhing? what euer cutthrote ha 
the lhewed ſo ſauuage and barbarouſe a 
myndef 

But trulie theſe felowes ſeme to de- 
generate cleane from all ſenſe & felyng 
of humane nature, and to be quite tranſ- 
formed in to ( I can not tell waat ) vana- 
turall wildeneſle , vtterlie forgetfull of 
that ſentence: lad gement vvithoute mercie to 
bym yvhich hahe not ſhevved merci; : And 
ſpeciallye of this ſayeing. A bard bart 
ſbdl fele ſorovve in the la day: This appea- 


reth not onlye by theſe examples Wales 


che Lhaucallredy putdowae, but by in- 
finite other allfo, whiche now [ may not 
proſecute, lelte I ſhould be longer than 
an epiſtle may ſuffet. Vet I will note vato 
yo ſome ſuche things by way ofexam- 
ple,as may mikethe matter malte cleare 
and euidcac. 

A certein yang gentlemm, of an aun- 
cient and right voorſhipfall familie, was 
accuſed for hearing of a maſſe celebrated 
(u it was reported) at the mariage of his 
liter. V Vhere vpponhe fled from his f- 


1 


e 
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thers houſe, and * hym ſelfe ſecret in 
London the yere laſt paſt. And there, b 

reaſon of his trauaile ig flyeing awaye, 

and ( as [think ) through the intempera- 
ture of the ſõmer, he fell in to a greuouſe 
feuer. The aduetſaries hearing hereof, doe 
runne vnto him by and by, and in all haſte 
will ne des pull hym oute of the houſe, 
and throwe hym in to priſon, euen as he 
then was, feble, faynt. and greuouſlye fi- 
cke. This ſemed to the beholders thereof 
to be à maner of dealing bothe churli- 
ſhe & deteſtable. They pray, they intrea- 
te, they make interceſſion, they vſe all the 
means they can, to moue the aduerſarig 
to haue conſideration of che ſick, not to 
heape ſorow vpon ſorow, nor afflition 
vppon an extremely afflicted man, not to 
take away the lyfe of ſo comelie a yong 
gentlem in: they proffer as ſufficient aſſu- 

rande for his forth coming, as his aduer · 

ſaries old: demaund, and to vnder take 

for his appeatance before the iuſtices 
immediatlie vpon the recouerie of his 


healrhe:but it will not he accepted. The 
phiſitioas come they affirm for certein, 
that he is vtterlie vodone and caſt? away, 
5 yt hethquide be remoued forthe of that 
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place in to the inconuenitces of a priſon, 
All this is nothinge regarded: they layd 

' hands on the ſickeman, haled hym away, 
ſhut hymvp in pril6, &wirh in two days 
next afrer be dyed they burie hym, and 
make no bones of the matter, nor ſcru- 
ple , or anie regarde at all. 

Fuen ſo yt feel oute againſt a right 
woorſhipfulland valy ant geotleman, one 
(for a peculiar honor in the Armurie 
'whiche he dyd beare )verie famouſe,and 
ſonneinlaw to the right honorable Erle 
of Uncolne. This gentleman had bene 
troubled many yeres with a vehement 
palſey, & ſuche a reſolutiõ of his finewes, 
as he was not hable to goe forth of his 
owne houſe,or moue a Foote onte of his 
e as he was ly ſted or holden vp 

the hands of armes of his ſeruants. At 
the laſt vpon an informatiò rouching the 
Catholique Religion, preferred aganmſt 
hym to he ſuperintendent of that pro- 
uince ( ſor by that terme woldethey be 
named whiche now detein the poſſeſſid 
of auncient byſhopriks: Jhe was noted & 
appeached as ſuſpected to holde the fal- 
the of his auncerers : and thereupon he 
was ſummoned to appeare before e c. 
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miſſioners as euident lie giltie of Catholi- 
cim: or Catholicque Ret ion, which 
they in contempt call papiſtrie. Bur this 
palſe y lickeman appeared not. Neuerthe- 
lee he made his one excuſe verie ad- 
uiſedlie by letters. Vet is it not accepted 
for the ſuperintendent hym ſelfe cometh 
with all ſye ſe to the diſeaſed mans houſe, 
& throwghlie vewerh with his owne eyes 
the imporencie oft e gentieman:but no 
motion of còpaſſion entereth in to this 

{nperintendents breeſte : he cõmaundeth 

hym to be caried tothe Laile. V Vhat nede 

manie woords f Nether the age of that 

man, nor his depree in callinge, nor the 

woorthipp of his kynred,nor the ooble- 

neſſe of his affinitie,nor the reſolution of 
his limbs coulde detyuer hym from the 

preſent trouble and miſcheſe of impri- 
lonment, 

V Vhat folowed? by theſe inconuc- 
niencet in verie thort ſpace atet, he dieth. 
And yet they leaue hym not when he ts 
dyeing: yea then they vexeand afflict hem 
oe np — ry" he n extreme 
ſi x, they come whiles he is wreitling 
with the pangs of deathe, they come as 
he is paſſing oute of thus lyſe, they come 
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they trouble hym:the they doe not ſuffer 
hym to reſt,nor permit hym to die in ſu- 
che ſorre as he deſired to die: ( ſor his do- 
ſire was to die according to the cuſtoms 
of the vniuerſall chriſtian churche: )but 
then the miniſters flocke aboute hym:th& 


they urge him to praye ſuch ſorie prayers 
of their one making; as in healthe he 
cõtemned, in ſickneſſe with apen voice he 
reiected, and( nowe dum & halfe deade, ) 
by his countenaunce, by ſignes & tokens, 
& by geſture of his bodie he dyd vtterlie 
deteſt and abharre. V Vhat greater vn- 
courteſie, or crueltie rather, can be ima- 
gined than this? 
Miftreſe But here | may not paſſe ouer in ſi- 
Fhimidi* lence an other matter which happened at 
the ſametime,ar.d in the ſame citie. For a 
yonge gentle woman, vpon licence ſirſt 
obteyned, dyd goe far deutie ſake to 
vyſit her huſbi d, & entered into the pti- 
ſon where he lay for religion. V Vhen this 
was knowne: the ſupetintendent (as e 
redie to catche holde of a pray fallen in 
to his owne-ſnare )geueth cõmaundemẽt 


whiles he is yeeldi ng vp the Ghooſt:then - 


they intrude them ſelues 2 hym:then 


$0 hut her vp allſo in priſon, The gentle 
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vom an ſhortlye aſter( either vpon ſome 
—— conceiued for this inhumane dea- 

ng. or through terror of ſome further 
treacherie, or elles ypon ſome annoyance 
taken by the diſtemperature and lothe- 
— of the place) is poſſeſſed with a 
verie greuouſe ſickneſle, and falleth into 


a manifeſt perill of her lyfe. And when yt Greate in- 
was looked for euveric houre that ſhe 


wolde die: her ſorowfu!l huſbande made 
humble ſute that ſhe might be en larged 
alitle,& remoued(yf it were hut for one 
daye) forth of the priſon, to ſome other 
place, where ſhe might vie the helpe of 
Ikillſull women. But his ſute wolde not 
be hearde. O harts of yron. 

haue nove bene long enoughe in 
priſons( my deare frinde Gerard, )& my 
ſpeche(perhaps )may ſeme to haue taried 
ouerlong in this kinde of diſcourſe. But 
where (I pray you) ſhoulde Ube with 
better vill, than with oure owne fryndes? 
why do l faye oure one fryndes# Nay 
rather with the moſte deare fryndes of 
Chriſte oute God and Sauioure 5 for the 
lyfe of theſe fryndes is oure lyght:eheip 
conftancie is oure examplenheire forti- 
rude is oure woprihippand honoure;and 
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Icõſeſſe, that hei I am ab- 
ſentryet in fpirie l comainusl- 
lie with them, & they ſhall never (lyppe 


oute of my myade. For I preferte theig 
bolts and ſhackles, I extol their priſons, 
Lexalte their and contumel ies 
farre aboue the riches, welthe, & diademe 
of any Cre ſus, who: fo ever he be. Yer 
notwithſtanding I wolde leaue theſe ca- 
ptiues for a time, and gos ſurche to viſit 
the which are toiled & turmoiled ahroo- 
de, were it not that the fit occaſiõ of this 
place admoniſheth me(before I departe) 
to make mention of a certein bare ſhyft, 


or poore ſtarting hole, vhiche owre ad- 


uerſario(ypon the oportunite of impri- 
ſonment )taketh hold of, and ſortiheth : | 


pretenſe meane that deceitfull pretence of a diſ· 


diſpute. putatiò, whiche he wolde be thought ta 
profer to captiues in priſon: hut to ſuche 
as ate at libertie he will not yelde the- 
rein, no ot wheh be is requeiſe d. or bo- 


the ire deathe is oure glorie. V Vherfore, 
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aduerſarics had expelled vs, before we 
were: to dure anſwere: and when 
thei were in full poſſeſſion of oure-rom- 
thes and habitations : then loe ( vpn a 
practiſe ta geue a ſhowe to the people, 
that they holde by luſtice that which 
they haue vſurped by violẽce )they pro- 
fered a cobate , by way of vriting, in the 
whole matter af controuerſie. And here — 

vpon they becalled vs forthe to write, & Cachouks 

they challẽged ſo 2 of oure partie, 1 and yer 
were either leatned in dede, ot ſo iccom- — 

pted, vith this condtios annexed to the 3 

challenge, that wha ſo euer ſhalt vun 

the victotie in xtiting ſb l be accõpted. 

loundet in trutbe af teaching. 

Qure Catholiques mo willioglie 

take holde af the caoditian.Manie verie 

greate learned mi though itoubled with 

the diſcommadities of exile ) dyd neuet 

theleſſe write mucbe in the iſng tõ- 

far the defcale of the Catholique 
iche: as thale famouſe doctors & Lear- 


ved clarckes, Saunders, Harding, Fekens, 
Alan, Stapler, Heſkin,Marſaall Dorms, 
Raltall, aud other Theyſtrforth the ſt - 


ie ol the vhole controuetſie uerie plain- | 
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truthe we haue on oure ſyde: Andrheyla 
Ye wydeopen the preate fraude, falſe- 

oode , lapſe, fall and error, on oure ad- 
uerſaries ſyde. 

But when they on the other ſyde per- 
ceiued them ſelues to be over reached by 
their owne cunnyng, & in a maner beaten 
downe inthis open c6bare: then they de- 
uiſed an other ſhyft, ſuch a one in dede,as 
indeſperate caſes were neceſſarie, albeit 
no diſcrete nor ſkillfull meane for the 
ſafetie of their eſtimari6 and credite. For 
they procured the — — verie ſharppe 
and threatnyng iniunction to be procla- 

med againſt all thoſe perſones whiche 
ſhoulde have, reade, receiue, bring or c6- 


thoſe, whiche they the ſelues before had 
vrged the Catholiques to write. Here vp 6 
what greate vexations from henſe for- 
th oure Catholiques haue endured for 
theſe bookes. It is no eaſie matter to lud- 
— ge. For manie haue bene haled to the ra- 
Catholike cke & painbank: manie haue bene ſtrei&- 
Wake. He examined vpon their othes: ſome ha- 
ue bene de pelie fined : vet ie manye haue 
bene chaſed aa, and for feare forced to 
ſtye into exile : An inſinite numbre of 


in to England anie ſuch booke a 
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houſes haue bene by night ſearched, na- 
rowlie peruſed , ryfledand ranſacked in 
everie corner: And all, but vpon a light 
ſuſpitiononlie of theſe bookes. And yt 
anie of theſe books happened co befound 
in a ſearche:it was(be yeaſſured )a matter 
ſufficient for a greuouſe preſentment, If 
a man ſhould byd an aduerſarie anſwe- 

re one of thoſe books: it were a vehemẽt 
preſumption(forſothe)of no good ſub- 
iect. If one ſhoulddſpeake bur a woorde 
in defenſe ofſucha booke:oh, that were 
a plain evidence, yea and a flat verdite of 
atraiterouſe hart. 

Nowe,w hen oure men ſee them ſel- 
ues driuen in to theſe ſtreicts and difficul- 
ties, that they coulde not (vithoute verie 
greate inconueniences and moleſtations ) 
eyther write orſpeake in the defenſe of 
the cauſe of God,and ofhis churche vni- 
uerſall: what dvd they then think you? 
trulie( euen as it beſemed good & Catho- 
lique Chriſtians to doe )as occaſions of 
matters required, they ſubmitted their 
bodies to priſons, their hands to giues & 

manacles, their ſeete to bolts & ſhackles, 
their goods to rauine and ſpoile, yea and 
their liues to perills of deathe. In the 
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meane ſeaſonc leſte they might ſeme to 
diſtruſt their owne cauſe, and by ſilt᷑ e to 
betray gods buſiae e) thei made a petitiõ 
— 5 and calme lie, ſor to haue 1adiffe- 
rent conferences with their aduertaries: 
and ( with as muche ſubmiſ ion & earneſt 
ſute as might be) they humblie ſued to 
cuerie magiſtrate, that eyther publick di- 
ſputation,or at the leaſt priuate conſet᷑- 
ce touchiag the nove litigiouſe point: 
of religioo might be admitted, vnder rea- 
ſonable and iadiſterẽt lav es & cõditions. 

Manie at home, and mani abrode dy d 
ſolicit this ſure by way of petitiõ: ſome 
"—_— earneſtlie by favour of fryn- 

:other purſued it by autharitie and 
credit as they might: and verze many pre- 
ferred yt by other wayes & meancs.Oure 
men for theire parti though hy the way 
of greate diſadusuntages, yet leanyng to 
the woorde of the prince, and for truthe 
ſake ) oſſred them ſelues willinglic and 
gladlie to enter in to this combate, with 
this onlie hape and confidence that they 
truſted, many ſo wle, hich were rede- 
med with the pretiouſe bloode of oure 
ſwiour Chrilte,& gow are deſiledd with 
herelie,might with aſceptation by gods 
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grace be recalled and recouered. VV he- 

rupon they gaue to the aduerſaries the 

whole libertie and choyſe, eyther ro ve 

their owne homemares , or to call for 
otheryforthe of forrzigne countries, for 

the defenſe of their caule: yes and to ap- 

point the day, to choſe tlie place, to moue 

the queſſ ion, to preſcribe the order and 
forme, to beginne, to ende, and to doe all 

things aftet their one vill & phantabe, 

ſo allwayes;and vpon ſuch condition, as 

ſome lawe, rule, forme and order of a di- 
ſpuration might be obſerued and kept. Proceſtics 

Bott to make a ſhortrale )rhe aduer- jornn 

ſarie will none of theſe. For he did foreſee ne cauſe. 
(and not vnwiſel = his partie wolde 

go to wracke, yt the matter were once — 
to be tried by combate, hide to Hande in 

open ſielde. And therfore he refuſed this 

open cooping at barriers in Scholes, as to 
lightſome a place fox their dark dealingy, 

ahd to ſamouſe a trial of their deceit and 

ile, according to the ſayeing of oure 

aluioure : evrrie one that doerh enill, Daterh loan. 3. 
the fight and cometh nat to the light, to the e 
that bis wyorket be not reprontd : but he that 
vvorkerb truthr, cometh to the light: that his 
vyorks may be manifeſt, for they are wyrooght 


The ca- 
ſell of 
| wvrilbiche.: 


The (hitc 
& craft of 
miniftey 
in their 
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Vet in fine, two practiſes oure aduer- 
ſaries (leſt they might ſeme to doe not- 
hing Jdyd put inexecutiõ for their more 
ſecutitie and eſtimation ſake. Firit, they 
ſturre vp ſharper perſecution againſt all 
Catholiques, but ſpeciallie againſt che 
more learned, and againſt ſuche as were 
thought able in this conflict to annoye 


them with Dy Tr they re- 


moued from london the Lorde bilhopp 
of lincolne,& the Lorde Abbot of weſt- 
minſter, with others of ſowad learning, 
profownd knowledge,verie muche gra- 
micie- ſt grey vertue, not a ſewe. All theſe 
they 

ſpoile them cleane of all their bookes, de- 
barre them from all intercourſe of talke 
andc6ference one with an other, (except 


at meale time) and ſhutt chem yp cloſe, & 


ſeuerallie in darke corners. And yf anie 


beſydes of name and accompt were left 


oute, them allſo they call vnto theſe 
Iron grates af priſons, that this waye, 
at the loaſt, they may put all to ſilence. 
Secondlie, hen they had contriued 
all theſe things according to their owne 
deſires: thẽ they conuey them ſelues with 
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into an vplandiſae dongeon, 
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greate ſecrecie in to-priſons, There they e 
ſett vp6 the captiue Catholiques (odain- ** dip 


lie ere they be aware, and call them inall 
haſte to diſpute of faithe, withoute anie 
time before hãd to thinke on the matter, 
ot libertie to talke thereof among them 
ſelues. And leſte they might help or c6- 
fort one an other , or telſtiſis one for an 
other: they aſſaile them ( for the mote 
parte) ſeuerallie, euety man alone by him 
{elfe. And yf anie of oure partie dyd ob- 
ie ct their vne auen dealing, ort deſire time 
to conſi der, bookes for ſtudie, or ſpeche 
with his companions for inſtroction, and 
other things requilice foc his defenſe: and 
yf anicalleiged turther( as ſome dyd that 
there wanted an indifference, ludge to 
eve the ſentence,cduenient auditorie to 
. witneſle , and taithfull notaries to 
ſett downe the arguments in writinge: 
then loe, oure aduer ſaries exclamed that 
we refuſe the combate, that we ſtand yp6 
bare ſayfrs of woords, that we ſeke for ex- 
cuſes , and flye into holes and corners 
Inſo muche as manie on oure ſyde moued 
with the ignportunate clamoure of theſe 
felowes dyd yelde them ſelues to all ma- 
ner of conditions that were oftced, put⸗ 


Uh or rf vat yertiron 
theit one confidence in the godda 

nelſe oftheir cauſe. 1 

But hit {0 euer oute men alleiged, 

yt ſerved to ſmall purpoſe there. For 

either dyd oure aduetſarres cdhrameliou- 

lie reject it, or odiouſlic dite and wreſt 

it to treaſon, or elſe moſte vnialtiie de- 

raue, peruert, and miſreporte yt to the 

— Ang theteof! us ano etam- 

ples:but rere a ewe maye fuffiſe. | 

3 . t fell oute of late, that after the 
* — e of deathe was pronounced againſt 
Tad, Maifter hanfe ( the good — the 
de Carholigue faith, and he owe in priſoſ 
oo preparing hym ſelfe co die : there ame 
vnto hym 1 certein miniſter vnder ca- 

* toure of frindeſhipp , with a' counte/ 

. tiunce ſetled and framed to an hipocriſia 

of holyneſſe, but the yſſewe of the matter 

proued Kyin to be full of bittet malice, 

and of cuerye ſubtile fhyfr to deceiue tlie 

poore man, For in ſpeche berwene them 

two, this miniſter, befides many othet re- 
prochefult woords,dyd charge that mar-" 

tyr of Chriſte with treaſon 2 

, Quenes perſbne:where vd vw - 
2 — 2 e 

ha uruer offended againſt the Quenes' 
maieſtie 
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ro the of execution ; and char ho 
| ene his fot- 

e pergs 


the accuſer,for fa miuſt, and ſo odious 
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parts bad 


A. 


deere e ng by 


ſhould haue bene dle and 
vnproſitable) — =o lengthto 


conclude ypon ſome certein principall 

points whervpon they might afterward 

procede to diſcuſſe the ret. And the pot 
The con- v this hether the private ſpiritof eche 
particular perſone, ot the common ſpirit 
ofthe vniuetſall churche ought to iudge 
of the ſenſe of holie ſcripturẽ? For when 


be had heard themalleige ſcripture oute 


—— 
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bf all places, and wrongſullię: he al 
that in theſe matters 0l Werlh 
man ſhoulde e t [E161 
of ſcripture,in ſuche = | 
ticuler man lyſt to 55 
mean all hereſies are 


we ought to reſort tate 1 re 
Iudgement ofhe chureds 151 


the leaſt way: 


do v ne be 
ſc of ſcriptures. Ane 
ſtets dyd not admitt 
yet re 
ne into corners. N 
J- les: be put dove in riipf 


niog: | * uff 
nilters waldean{weregh 
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Kym of chit inns pertinacie 
g their aduiſes and 
motiot Ato bea Caluinian, yea 
—— to de fend 

:This ſaperinten- 


you e is a faith haſty 


Arc cholerick) being ou- 
dend itedefinerd the 
oy in his my nd to ſome 
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ren NI 12 iv Ws 47th for they 
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Jof ſuche {rn 43 wal. 
17 knowne to be — 261 
talke vas ey ther Rede ad, 
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ke & oblcure places of di cripture, vvalker. 

Moteoher, a certaine uine doctor, -o 

and one oſ (ome 92 1 nies 5 

aduerſaries,came one day( 
oltcatatian,nor lig 4 
to a certain priſon for d 
45 he pretended:(for theſs e 
eladlie beate che people on hand & make 
them beſieus that the do offer # ourg 
men diſputatjqns thick and thretalde,) 
there, this gloriouſe doctor calleth ro ger 
ther into the halle ugty priſoner which 
whas ſhut vp in that 8 e N > 
bothe or Mr and olde 
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on che beeithie,t 

6, And firſt of ab, though the priſo- 

ners were beenden ger yet he dema- 


terien 


$5 he rai 


bed Ls ien place. Vf and oe nat readilie:the di- 
©0509 vine wolde fall in a terrible 
Karel Safe x by vp the priſoner outra- 
* Cars iouſlie. Then before the diſpurati6 dyd 
þis i proper gytme, ane of the priſoners vpon oc- 
ſion tyd alleige forth ofholie ſeriptu - 

re ſome thinge h che the doctot had 
denied: her vpon. the ſely old man 
eth verie aygrie,& in no caſe will ad- 


th, and the thing is recited verie clearlie 


The olde man taketh his ſpectables and 
feadeth: but for that the booke was an 
other mans booke,he vold not credit yt, 
but called for his oe chis cõpanions F 
to laughing. And (to be ſhort)wirhoure 
turcher proceding they all aroſe & depar 
red:and thus the diſputation was ended 
— it beganne. hy the ſorye olde 
felow( when he Teach that he could not 
prenaile )fallerha cr To viſheth miſ- 


&firt downe ſolem- . 


. utideth pf eche man his name, & dwelling 


mitt that anyſuche thing is ta be found 
in ſcriptute: the book: is brought for- 


worde for worde as it had bene alleged. 
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there, And all — 


_ thus 
— of — 


NL, what can be layd mote foride or 
more ridicutous than — And yet ne- 
uertheleſſe yt vw reported tor cortein 
and ſute, that this mightie Hercules had 
ouetthro ven und bearen downe the Ca- 
tholiques : albeit in verie dede he neuer 
vſed argumttibut onelie a bare-brabling 
and contentioninwoords, 
oure aduerſa- . 


There #s a,) 
abygge man 
in his one opinion, yet in other mens 
iudgements he is hut meane:thow be yt 
in tongue not vToreadie, yet ratht and 
Headlo * — he knoweth not 
hym alle his below not long agoet ho- 
ping to pick"owe — — 
tion by con wit per 
— — wrrr 
where 1 de learued and reue- 1 
rend fathers, ofLincola and. 
Abbot of weſt miniſter with others of 
ꝛccompt uro impriſoned for; reji- 


eommaundemehe that they all appes 
petlomalſie before by : . 


ky 


F 7d 
— his come to confarre- 12 
heigiguſe 

— wil — — 
thould begi iſpiGon. But when 
thoſs good fathers ( they are wile ) 
dyd perceiue the mas to doe all this vi- 
thoute warrant, and vvithoute anie cer- 
tein order or forme of canference , hut 
oalie pon a raſhe and vadi ſcrete hea - 
dp of his oe, andmegrije for vainglo- 
rie:they make ſmale accompt of him, hut 
cameemcfuch ridiculauſe vanitie of che 
errogtt yoag felowe. And therfore hen 
they. had ſpaken ſomething abo vte the 
vnreaſorable condition then offred,and 
— the — ro 

ne the man to bis owne 
eontined, rather than vered- But — the 
yong peacacke(as his maner 3s ) eduaun- 
ced vp his cayle triumpbead abreogde with 
all braverye, and publithech u pamaphlcy. 
his great dan and vi ories ouer 
captiues.: Ia which pamphlet there are 
many very many friuolonſe 
royey; and nothing de ſeme his mme. 
pothing to wake for his bde but were 
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1 his oxwat denſhs 
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But when gent budding & qt | 


of matters was 21g ſo as m 
of ore aduerſaries,dyd miffike 
had allmalte bredde a cõmon rell; by 
had vellgi igh putt igto the peoples + 
des (ome ſuſpucion that their 9 
ooh 2 5 dome there were which 
ſalue this ſqte and to t bros 
intamie ) mage 4 ceriaine 
rn horte ſp ace 8 N . 82. 
diſputatiò with cditis: Jiffereng 
and verjereaſagatily. And edap the la Nonen- 
knight Marſhal wrueth nate pf 25668 


the Marthallſgy, eo 
— ms — fy Tt 


his p Feta, ue dale by . 
diſputatiò: that * appolated 
in writing ſuch co cluſi 1908 as Ne 

defend, and ſhaalds ſubſeribe 


mes. make them (clues redię to diſpute: 

that he hym ſelſe wolde advertife them 

rene footy ab! — cmaner, place and ti- LY 

men don. ore» 
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of leſſe reading for ſuch as were of more 
ilitie & experience were all ſentaway 
from London as Itold yow before) yet 
withacertein good aſſurance , truſt and 
>nfdence in their cauſe, doe vnder take 
the charge: And thet fore they cloſe vp 
certain concluſions in writing, ſubſcribe 
theirę names, and ſend them awaye to the 
knight Marſhall with greate thanks. But 
the concſuſigns pleaſe nor oure aduerſa- 


ries: they aj oint others accordin e to 
their, eee ſend them back. 
eee en doe allowe:the day for 
the di putation is appolitted:greare is the 
expeQation thereof. But what folowed? 
Forſothe, in the day (us I think next be- 
fore they (hould diſpute, the aforeſayde 
defendants on oure ſyde were remoued 
from the priſon of rhe Marſhallſei,and 
conueyedt0 the tower of London to be 
racked ; that ſithe they wolde not be 
taught nor perſuaded with reaſons fere 
from authoritie , they might there be 
trayped yp and exerciſed with argumets 
deriued from e 95 
But vet all this coulde not terrefye 
Cache 


Oure 


dilputation to be had vt H an indiffe 


eee eee wn i wo an a eee 


iks fr6 their ſute ur + 
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' e8dinis. VVher vp6 « noblemò, & one oF res 2:te 
the cheefe of het Maicſties moſte hotio. Haie 
rable Councell, moued(as I think )w&ich 
the vrgenr petiti6s of ſome Catholi 
| agreed thus farre at lengthe, that in this 
common ſute, he wolde in a priuate ma- 
ner ſatisfye ſome principall perſones that 
were then in priſon for religion. For he 
called them vnto his chamber, and ſuyd, 
that vpon the loue he bare vnto them, 
he was moued to agree vnto their re- 
veſts, and deſired them to ſhew them 
{lues indifferẽt and diligent hearers,and 
not peruerſlie obſtinate in a deſperate ca- 
fe : And _ further, that he putteth no 
doubt, but by this one conference of ve- 
rie well learned men, the truth ofthe 
matter might moſte eaſilie be diſcouered. 
The gentlemen ſhew them ſelues willing 
to be conformable to thar requeſt , and 
humblie thanke his Lordeſhypp for fo 
greate a begefite. But they looke aboute 
yfthey coulde ſee anie Catholique diui- 
ne to defend their cauſe by diſputation u age 
(forthere were foure miniſters preſent rviehhia 
to impugne it )yet they fynde none:thẽ 
— — . ſpes- 
kenot e woarde of yt Becauſe they 


meter. 1 3 = 
„ 
Kuh verie grea 
— bis aſſociates —— ) 
dawne he goeth as ſmotbelic as may be 


among the 3 offreth hym ſelle 


cnſe · V Vho cov lde forbeare laughing, 


admitted a ſkornet who wold not haue 
Rt her 
ape ure one irendelye 
— cd witted ta the de ſenſe 
— n foes A * 7 
he geueth vs fayre waagrds, & xill ne 
beate vñ on hand that he ill ſupport vs 
with his ſaithſull aſſiſtice· And 5 
he ſteppeth furth, and vp he Terketh his 
bands, & white of his eyes to heauẽ ward, 
(as his maner is hand full deyoptlye * 


* man.) he there vndegtakerh the 
lent eee bee 


aufe, 
had beti 
— na $I AR 


de the-yllewe 40 endo of the 


to ba oure ſpokeſmen,and to pleade oure 
reuerence of the place v old haue 


| whowolds helecwe a IMNorafull apd lighs 
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yore) us to cõmit ſo weightida cauſe to 
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rryfeler? Ys there an (6 mae think 


ym that pleadeth in ori ox to wat x 
lealtung diſpurer with a matter of ſulas- 
tion vpon his bare worde wh ffε⏑ n. 
ported )can not be truſted 6f kts cieti- 
tors in a money matter, Horvepun 
othe when he fweurtth meſte ep“ 

Aba theſe ae oft in d ME r that eum 
be ſayde of the coferen 
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forced to nuſtruſtany thing, beyt neuer 
o voliklie,towecbiog the indirect dealing 
of timourous and falſeharted men in a 
gaughtie cauſe, For who is ignorant, that 
_nede maketh the naked man to runne, or 
that the fwoorde of neceſſitie is of all 
other moſt daungerous? or who doeth 
nor verie well ynder ſtand that old pro- 
uerb, pouertie maketh many theues , and 
thar error and want in a deſperate caſe, 
leade many men into vnhoneſt wayes? 
.but —— let vs diſgreſle a litle while to 
other matters, for me thinks I haue ſpoke 
b —.— — —— And though their 
| me harde and painfull: yet js 
3 of thoſe men eyther more 
A5 more intricate, and more 
; 4 ,whiche liue rende vn- 
* der onde colour of libertie and are ne- 
. vexed — ng with — 
te y whiche 
— vp cloſe vithein the limittes of 
priſons hough io other reſpeGs they ſe- 
me to be full itie, yer in this one 
pane ſoma yer pie, — —— 

2 2 2 ſome 
oliques — — 2— 
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1 

red through England, are nei 
Bel dro reſt nor abyde any where:but 
toſſed and ag na to and fro, as it 


"were with waues & 

 vexati6s and trouble: For e ſo 
'yow wolde {ett youre feete, what 3 
euer you vyold goe by ſtrecte of 


yovv may ſee lamentable lights: this man 


= * ep man apr gone, on 
privilie in 59505 


hEded and. oth fuller 


115 
and teſters And yf le ng happen 
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COT miye wootke ſome dete- 
| —— ede ane blame, 
'6r F ſurtaſe cas Hur 


eg. . erden , criſs, 
. & othiet ornamEts i- 


e theſe they 


dge of word 
e of chef 
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ven beit Riding ae 
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8 yet ys he not for all that in 
* 


* n 19 on 
do e houſe. eq 

to priſop,or at theyt 41 hin to 
trouble withother . ea 
be annoymted wich che pyle of the 


and pacihed wich ſame al — 


ce of money. 
This js the peace and reſt which ours 


Catholiques.do finde at home in; it 


owne houſes. Lett 3s 1 155 zlitle what inter⸗ 


teinment they doe 2 broade, I 


Musst e 
n ruupe Nhe 
deade lie hatred 5 diſpleaſures. ig 
howles : we maye here yntg wo A, 
he ener 


eres with ambqſhemears lyke * 


tolde you howe 
theuyth night fyer 


rb name is preſente d d 

— heyther a num + 
ige:hym —— apprehend in agua 

Tſirete, Vfanie enter in to ane citie 

by night, and be hetrayed or bevvrat 

by the getectiò of ae eſpiall,ralereſler 

or pickthanke (vvertof vve 1 

te ſtore:)hym they hale aod dravv 

of the common tauerne, or ynne: — 

thoughe one be neyther preſented, nor 
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ſafetie, except he vtterlie eſchevve all 
companie and conuerſation vvith men: 
For by many vvayes and means, euen 
vpon a light ſuſpition onlie may a man 
be brought in —— for example, yf 
a man doe reſuſe to eatefleſche on dayes 
prohibited by the churche:yt he be ſene 
to pray ſome vvhat earneſtlie, and ſpe- 
lllie-in latin prayers: yt he bleſſe hym 
ſelfe erichre ligne of the croſſe: yf he 
counſail anie to faſt, or moue one to vir- 
ginitie or ſingle lyfe : yf he ſome vvhat 
earneſtlie commend the auncient fathers: 
2 or affirm any thinge on the be- 
alfe of the Catholique religion, or con- 


fare a verie manifeſt vntruthe of oure 
aduerfaries: Nay, when others by courſe . 


one after an other doe raile and ſpeaks 
reprochefully agaiaſt the Catholique re- 
ligion,yfhe(for his part onlie) holde his 
peace and ſpeake neuer a woorde:anye of 
theſe is matter ſufficient to bring a man 
in queſtion for religion. And to be ſhort, 
there is extant an edict and lawe , not 
long a goe publiſhed, wherby euery man 
hathe power and authoritie to preſent, 
ap — accuſe anie mi,who ſo euer- 


he be, vpon euerie leaſte circumſtance, 


7 
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ſoe, that ſuch humanitie and ciuile cour- 
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whiche may induce anie ſuſpiti6 or ſur- 
miſe ofthe Carholiquereligi6. By mea- 
ne whereof,manye ſynce that ryme haut 
bene apprehended,and verie manie haue 
bene afflicted with diverſe vexations & 
aduerſities. 

But there is one manerof roughe 
dealing (for I vvill not vie amorogre- 
uouſe rerme )vvhich afflictetth move thi 
all the reſt: I meane that; vyhiche oure 
men doe finde and feele in ſutes of lavve, 
in trial] and Iudgements before juſtices, 
in priuate buſineſſes, and in the common 
conuerſation and entercourſes of lyui 
to gether one vvith an other. For this is 
a matter vvhiche in dede roucheth the 


* yerie yeines and ſinevves of the naturall 


ſocietie of mankinde, that are nouriſhed 
and preſerued by Iuſtice & humanitie or 
pee! behauioure: & doe deteſt allcruel! 
barbarouſnes. But for my parte, I doe 
neyther complaine,northinke it mete to 
complain, yf neyther fauour be ſhevved 
vhto oure perſones, nor pitie nor com- 
paſſion to oure eſtate and condition, be yt 
neuer ſo afflicted or miſerable,(for I can 
be content, ſithe they vill nedes haue yt 
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mies be denied vnto vs their bethren, for 
the hatred whiche they beare to oure re- 
ligion: )yet in verie truthe, for ſo muche 
as there be ſome , whiche are not ſatiate 
The Fre, vith the rigour of lawes, and greuouſ- 
offome neſſe of paines and puniſhments layed 
=o vpon vs all readie,but they will nedes add 
thobques. a bitter vexation of malice and euel] will 
of their owne deuiſe-and makinge : info 
mucheas eyther by pretenſe of lawe they 
vſe rigoure againit vs, where there is no 
lawe ro warrant them: or elles they extẽd 
the ri e ofthe law, further = the 
mynde of the lawmaker dyd teache: and 
that in greateſt, and moſte weightie cau- 
ſes, euen ſuche as concerne oure liues and 
ou hloode:no mi ſhoulde wounder, y 
we mourne, yf we lament, yf we ſighe and 
grone a litle vnder ſo great a bourden of 
calamitie. | 
Lett vs therfore ſee, what Catholiques 
doe endure allſo in-this maner of perſe- 
cution,which ariſeth vp6 hatred and deſ- 
pite of the chriſtiane religion. — 
is a certein law (which before I haue re- 
cited )that,who ſo euer ſhall obteine fro 


teſie as nature euen among ene- 


ker. tbe bythopp of Rome bulls or publick 


— 


1 
= 


moo bis Gn 1 © 1 * 7, 


. Kn GR YYC 


* 


10 


Ke 1 


, the copie was fownd, was, for that ſame de. 
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inſtruments. or bring the ſame in to En- 
gland: he muſt be reputed guiltie ot hyghe 
treaſon. Nowe admit this to be a moſte 
Iuſte lawe:(for [ doe not here entreate of 
the equitie and indifferencie of the lawe, 

but of the mynde and intent of the lawe: ) 

V Vhoe ſeeth not that the intent of this 
lawe was oalie to except, prouide & take 
order, that the pope ſhoulde not deter- 
mine or appointanie ſuche thyng to be 
done, touching cauſes or affayres of En- 
gland, as he was wont to doe by way of 
bulls{as they terme them) or w riets Apo- 

ft olique? And yet not withſtanding, not , 
longe agoe, when a certein bare copie of « 
the bull, conteinynge a denuntiation of a 
yere of Jubiley, then paft, was fownder 
albeyt the ſame perteined not to Englith 
men: allrhough it was printed withe in an 
other princes daminions: allthou gh the 
force — was determined more than 
a yere before: although it lay (as matter Pw 
of no accompt ) among onlie torne & caſt 2. 
papers: all this not withſtanding: the gre- ee. 
uouſenes of the matter was ſo vehe ment- 
lie enlarged, & aggrauated by the ſeueri- !*4ge Mi 


tie of aludpe:as a prieſt in whoſe chiber ＋ — 
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cauſe, put to a moſte cruell deathe: and a 
gentleman of greate woorſhipp,though 
ignorant of the matter, yet beauſe he en- 
terteined the ſame prieſt in his howſe, 
was by the ſentence of the ſame Iudge 
turned owrte of all his goods & poſſeſſiòs 
(which were very worſhipfull )and caſt 
in to perperuall priſon. 
At dorce- Again, before the ſame [udge and pro- 
_ moter, (for he executeth bothe thoſe 
h ember. Offices againſt Catholiques )a certein ho- 
1 neſt man was arraigned of highe treaſon, 
vpon the one and twentieth 5 lawe 
pore: #7 before mentioned, becauſe he had geuen 
un areaſonto one ofhis neyghboures, whie 
he hym ſelſe might not goe tothe chur- 
| ches of prateſtants with a ſafe cõſcience. 
| Nove, this Iudge dyd — the mis 
| wordes in ſuche a ſenſe,as yf by the reaſ6 
| which he gaue, he ment to haue drawne 
| his neighboure to his owne opinion, and 
Abe es <Sſequenthie ta haue diſſuaded him from 
Fructioa the Religion of England, and by an other 
ola le · cõſequence to bring him to the obediẽce 
| of the byſhopp of Rome. So lang are the 
# ſnares. which are ſett to intrapp oure 
| bloode. But ther is yet an other ſeuere 


practiſe of this Iudge, to geue morg 
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Hove of his cruell 


the:they were compelled by the authori- 
tie of the ſame Iudge to fynd it to be a 
matter of treaſoniſuche a practiſe as was 
neuer wont to be vſed, not ought to be 
vied againſt any man, were he neuer ſo 
farr paſt hope of grace , neuer ſo dete- 
ſtable naughtie. 


a The lavy 
And where there is a law in England again d- 
that ſuche ſlouthefull beggars as will not dH 


abyde I one certain place, but idelie roaue 
abroad frõ place to place like vagabunds 
ſhould be whipped and burned in the ears 


vong man. born of honeſt and riche pa- 
rets,fikilifull in humaine learning, hauing 
left his ſtudie for a tyme, and going from 
Lond6 to viſit his fryndes was apprehE- 
ded,and brought before a Iudge for reli- 
gion. VVhat affinitie is here with the 
22 noted to be puniſhable by this 
awtiyet becauſe the yonge man vas thẽ 
latelie come forth of — had bene 
trayned vp in the popes Seminarie: ther- 


de in this matter. 
For when yt was d to a lurie (as 
the cuſtome of the countrie wud ) 
and thatthe inqueſt could not fynde the 
offẽce to be ſo greuouſe as deſerued dea- 


with an hote yron: yt ſo fel owte that a — 


yppet 
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fore and haſtie froward Fudge, in 3 
and malice that he heareth to the Chri- 


+ ſhan religion & Catholique cauſe, wolde 


not dimille the poore man before he was 
wiipped throughe Lond6,and odiouſlie 
burned ia theeare. The like puniſhe ment 
touching burning in the eate was execu- 
ted verie late lye at the Citie ot yarcke(as 
Ihaue hearde )& vpò a prieſt. And I could 
recken vp a great nomber of like ſtrict 
dealinges of ludges againſt Carhaliques: 
but this may ſuffice for a complaint. God 
winch Iudgetb the poore in iuſtict, and requi- 
teth the pro vyde abundantlye. Qare Lorde 
v vhich is bathe Indge and v vineſſe (as lere- 
mie ſaithe), & vvill (ud ge in meaſure again | 
meafure, vvhen meaſure ſhall be caſle avvaye, 
pardone theſe ludges for ſa wicked and 
to vaiuſt judgements. 

Bur what might a man ſay to the 
wickedneſie of this tyme : whether now 
(good God) whether now haue theſe 
exulceratc and rancorouſe controuerſies 
towching matters of faith and religion 
thruſte vs ? how haue they plucked vs 
do v net no nation in the worldeadourned 
with ciuil maners : no countrie indued 


with the holie lighte of Chriſts Goſpell: 
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no people ĩſtructed with Chriſtis lawes & 
cuſtomes, was ever eyther better framed 
to courtehe and humanitie, more diſpo- 
ſed to beneficence and frynd-lie behaui- 
oure , more inclined to the loue of equi- 
tie, more bent to pitie and mercie, than 
this Engliſh people and nation was, befo- 
re ſuche time as this vnluckye , deteſtable 
and peſtiferous hereſie had hardened the 
hart, and intrailes of loue, iafecting them 
with deadelie poyſons of malice. For 
this is ſhe that hathe ſhaken in ſunder the 
bolts and bares of right and equitie: this 
is ſhe that hathe diſſolued the bonds of 
loue and amitie:this is ſhe thathath blo- 
wen vpp the fowndations of mercie and 
beneficence : this is ſhe that hath cutt in 
ſider the veines & ſine ves of the cõmon 
ſocietie of men, and with a fyendelie for- 
ce and tempeſtuous violence hath kno- 
cked together the membres thereof and 
beaten them one againſt an other into 
miſerable diſorder & confuſion. 

But now perhaps(frinde Gerard)the 
time wolde require me to make ſome en- 
de of thisepiltle:for me thinks I am verie 
long:and L owglit to haue care that I wea- 
rie yow not with a reporte ſo greuouſe 
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and lamentable,as in truth it can not but 
vehemently trouble yow(I think )whils 
youe are reding it, ſeing yt woorketh 
ſuche paſſions in my ſelfe in writing it, as 
ſome times I can not refraine fr6 weping, 
whiles I conſidre, eyther what I haue wri- 
ten, or what I haue omitted. For there be 
farr moe things that ought to be ſup- 
preſſed and palſed ouer in ſilence, rather 
than here to be cõmitted to vriting:par- 
tly for that I ſhould charge my ſelfe with 
an infinite laboure in reciting all the parti 


culars: partly, becauſe the certain knowv- 


lege of very many things in theſe diffi- 
ties and troubles of tymes and cauſes, 


can not be had: but moſte eſpeciallye,tor | 


that the explication & notice of the prin- 
cipall matt ers, and the diſcouerie of the 
perſones home they concern, do runne 
to gether in ſuch ſort, as they can not be 
ſo ſeperated that the matters may be 
well vnderſtoode, nor ſo annexed as the 
perſones may not be damnified. For the 
Pen not be committed to publick 
ſpeche or writing, but that the perſones 
may be drawne therby in to priuate pe- 
rill. Lett vs ther fore leaue theſe things to 
them which are to come aſter ys,that they 
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may eyther c6mit them to writing whan. 
— {hall ſerue : or elles in the. 
meane time, with inward amaſedneſſe, &. 
ſecret ſorow meruaile and be waile the 
caſe. 


Now theſe things whiche I baue tol- 
de may ſuffice to miniſter matter, eyther 
for ſorow and heuines,or for a leſſon and 
example. For oure calamitĩe ought to be 
a perpetuall leſſon, not onlie to oure ſel- 
ues and oute poſteritie but to all Catho- 
liques allſo through the woorldez hows 
terrible a thing it is (as the 


ſayeth(\,to fall in to the hids of the livery god: wm. 


And to refuſe to doe the wwoorthie weoorkes 
of pennancttyea, after mE haue bene therũ- 


to admoniſhed. For oure owne ſynns and 


the ſynns of oute parents and auncetours 
haue layde vpon vs this moſte heuye and 
ainfull ſcourge of God, whiche will wax 
— withowte doubt, and reache fur- 
ther, yf the Iuſtice of God, ( by due repẽ - 
tance of Catholiques, and amendement 
of their ſinfull lyues )be not prevented. 
And as for ſorow, particular or com- 
mon,(frind Gerard,) cho wolde not iud- 
ge that the things now by me recited 
may procure prove , and. houynelie 
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enough, eyther to yow or moor to anie 
Catholique who G euer: foras they be 


verie manye,moſte greuous,and haunt vs 


daylie: ſo in reſpect of the cauſe, they e 


moſte vniuſt: tor their maner of dealing, 
they are moſte adiouſe. and for the Inno- 
cencie of the per ſones wich ſuffer, they 


The mite gre moſte vnſemelie & full of indignities. 


Neuertheleſſe ( as | haue ſayde before) I 


tholiques. coulde not touche euery ſpeciall matter, 


nor yet the cheſe and principall points: 
then muche leſſe is any man able to putt 
downe in writing the particularities of 
matters moued in that ſtrict maner of 
examination, practiſed by oure aduerſa- 
ries againſt vs, with interrogatories fo 


drawn in length by peece meale,with ſu- 


che ſearching and ſiftyng even in to the 
ſmalleſt motes that may be diſcerned, ſo 
curiouſlie,ſo circumſpectly, with fo ma- 
ny. eyes caſte vpon a man , and with ſo 
many notes, and obſeruations as nothing 
can eſcape them. And yfa woorde, yea 
a peece of a woorde {lipp forth of a mans 
mouthe at vnwares,or that he happen to 
eue but a wink with his eie, or a nod with” 
is heade , v heteby anie ſuſpition may 


ariſe,that he fauoureth oure cauſe; there 


_ fallen guteeuenof thepreſene docaſib of 
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is then matter enough, wheruponeyther 
to accuſę hym, or to caſt hym in priſon, 
As of late (by report ) ſome vere put in 
priſon tor ſpeaching atew words in com 
mendation of Catholiques touching the 

late diſputations. 

But beholde amore ſtraũge practiſe putt l 
in executi6 by oure aduerſaries, not man 
dayes agoe. For all the ſtudents abyding 
withe in the vniuerſities, vere by the en- 
forced vpogtheir othes, to diſcouer am 
appeache euet y per ſone, home ſo euer 
they knewe or ſulpeRed ta fauour the Ca 
tholique religion in hart: do this inteut 
and purpoſe (wich oute doubt.) that they 
— wap riue away all ſuſpected Catholi- 
ques forthe 'of the vntuerſitiet. Nowe [ 
praye yowe, looke well in to this deviſe 
This matter of ſuſpeRingshow fatr dothe 
yt reache think yowthaye ralitie is it co 
uered vnder the cloke of diſimulaiond 
how redily dothe yt attend ypon hatred 
and enuietw hat licentiouſe ſcope doeth it 

eue to ambitiom how much force dothe 
it bring to yll will & malice?& how ſhar- 
7 * is it to pris ke forwarde euerie 

ind of reuenge t des then en experimem 1, o-. 


N dri nierten 
this depe deviſe. A miniſter forſoothe did 
accuſe one vpon ſuſpiti6 of the Romaine 
religion. The perſone accuſed dyd atke 
the miniſter what he had forhym to in- 
duce that ſuſpition:becauſe(ſayd the mi- 
niſter )I doe not ſee yow reſorte ſo much 


an to ſermons,as yow wolde doe, yf yovy 
furmile of vvere fervent in the zeale of oure reli- 


jon. How weightie and ſtrong is this c6- 
jecture to enforce an accuſation? Alas 
full greuous and troubleſome is the ſtare 
& c6diti6 of them vvhich euen by lawes 
and publick authoritie are ſubiect to the- 
ſe ſtormes of malice, and to theſe tem- 
peſts of the ſurmiſing forgerie of ſyco- 
phants. 
And becauſe I am talking here of 
chat prõptneſſe, facilitie and diſpo- 
ſition to accuſe, whereby oure aduerſa- 
ries vſuallie do charge vs with offenſes, 
and do ſurmiſe — tales, & mee 
re cauills againſt vs, and that vpon moſte 
friuolous and impertinent occaſiõs: And 
albeit for haſt I thought to haue omitted 
— — yet one example I will leaue 
is place : whereby youe ma - 
ceiue, that "we are not onele #&culed for 


* 


ſmall andtryſeling matters, but blamed , 


and puniſhed oftentimes forthe benefits 


— 


* ug 


whiche we beſtowe vpon them. I he hi- 

ſtorie is notably well knowae , pleaſant 

allſo , and yt will geue to youre Italians 
there(beſide matter to maruaille at) ſome 

patern allſo of the eſtate and condition of 

oure affairs and troubles, And thus it ia. | Fas 

A courtlike gentlemã of good vvelth, 4 

that had liued in much brauetie hapned g refti 
to fall ſick. And vvhiles he vvas lyeing in 

great pain: he dyd fall as at that tyme ytt 
happeneth often to the moſt rechelelle 

in to a vehement cogitati6 & depe ſtudie 

of the lyfe to come. V Vherevp6 he called 

for a prieſt(for in mynde and opinion he 

vvas Catholique)that by his aduiſe and 
counſaile he might learne to dye vvell. 
The prieſt(according to his deutie, and © 
the cuſtome of the Catholique churche) 
admoniſhed the ſickman amonge other 

things that yfhe had anie vvaye hurt or 
iniured any man, or vniuſtlie poſſeſſed 
other mens goods:he ſhoulde go aboute 
by and by to make reſticution accordinge 
to his abilitie. The ſick man dyd agree to 
doe ſo, and called to ance that 
he had taken a vaie ſomewhat from a cer- 
tain Caluinian vnder colour and pretenſe 


| 
| 


— — — — — —— : - _- - = 


vpe: 
Per Therfore firſt he commended the matter 
ſer vecke- God, then he moumted on horſeback 
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of taw:in dede, but not vader anĩe poode 
afſurance for a Catholique conſcience to 
truſt vnto:therſore he tooke order forge- 
ſlitut ion to be made, & died. The widow, 
his wyfe being verie deſirous to accom- 
pliſh her huſbands will, and affraied to 
committ the matter to an heretique, was 
in verie greate perplexitie of myade, and 


coulde not ridd her ſelfe out of it Now 
Smiles ſhe was thus intangled in the bre- 
M. Alvrai. res of dowbtfullneſſe;: by good happ a 


prieſt cometh to her ſhe "declared her 
gteefe vnto hym, and beſecheth hym for 
pods ſale to helpe her, eyther with his tra 
uaille ot with his counſaile. 


Now the good map hi he perfectlie . 
vmderſtoode 


1 the deuoute and holie deſire 
of che gentle vvoman, being hymſelf a 
verie — — — — 

ie pro ta m in all pe- 
92 that might befallin doeing the * | 
which the defared, perſuading, hym gels 
that no man old be ſocrucll and bar ba- 
rous as of a benefit to defire reuẽgemẽt. 


& rv ye he goethe om his Iourney.- And 
when be came to the tow ne vvbete the 


— 
gs rer ae sen erer ener 


0 
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| md yd dwell to vvhame the Monet v vas 


ge- 
ueth his woorde falthfulli to doe ſa, and 


with the dectit fall old felowe be 


* 
= 


to be dehueteck he ſetteth vp his horſe in 
the 1 ext lune, that he might he readier at, 
hand, for ſcaping imme diatlie after his „ve 
bulinefle vvere diſpatch<d:he goeth hym ; 
ſelfe to the creditors houſe, he calleih the 

man forth alone,takerh hym by che hand, 
and leadeth hyma fide from the compa» 4 ea 
nic of others. Then he declareth that be fn. 
hath money for hy m, vvhiche he vvolde 

delyuer to hy m vvith chis condition, that 

he inquire no further, eythet vvho ſene 

yt, vvho bringeth yt, or vvhat the cauſe 

or matter is, but oulie receive the money. 

and vſe yt as his ovvne, The olde felovy 
promiſerh faite, and with a good will 


with many thanks he dumiſſeth the man, 
and ſendeth hymaway. | 

The good priefi with all the ſpeede 
hewasableto make haftnerh to his ho- 
ftes houſe, for to c:t-he holde of his hor- 


fe & flieaway:butall in vaine For forth» 122 ae. 
the ſay 
bett bers 


the prieft,and ſent men after to — hren. 
m. And ſeſt to begyr a v „they 

— this ſurmiſe againſt hy, thatfore 

ſothe be is not ama but a deuill, via 


kech reſh 

tution of 

iN goiter 
goods. 


He is takt had 


fora deut 


vwhich ma to bewitch the olde man. And for a proo + 
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1 of his owne making 


fe there of, they vſed this argument 
among others,that he had a blacke horſe, 
And this horſe they dyd obſerue & at- 
che diligentlye whether he dyd eate haye 
as other horſes eate or no. And as for the 
prieſt , they puta horſe lock aboute his 
legg,ſhutthym vp cloſe in a ſtrong chã- 
ber, and appointed a felow to be with 
hym continually bothe day and night, 
which ſhoulde watghe ythe dyd put offe 
his boores at any time, & if his feete were 
like horſefere,or that he were clout foo- 
red: or had fete ſlyt and forked as beaſts 
haue. Fot this they affirmed to be a ſpe- 
ciall marke whereby to know the deuill, 
vvhenhe lyeth lurking vnder the ſhape 
and likeneſſe of a man. Then the people 
aſſembled aboute the houſe in greate nũ- 
bres, and profered money largelie that 
they might ſee this monſtre vvith their 
ovvn eyes. Fot by this time, the people 
are perſuaded that he is in dede an yll ſpi- 
rite ora verie deuill. For vvhat man yvas 
euer heard of(ſay they ) vvhiche (yf he 
had the mynde, vnderſtaading and ſenſe 


Hamas) vvoolde of his ovvn volunta- 


felo to ſtay the good prieſt as he was 
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tie vvill and vvithoute anie reſpe& or 
conſideration at all geue or profler ſuche 
a ſumme of money to a man vtterlie vn- 
knovven,of no acquaintance vvith hym, 
and a mere ſtraunget of an other coun» 
trie. 
Nov vvhenthey had thus contumeliou- 
ſlie vexed Chriſts ſeruant a vvhile : they 
2 to ſett the ma nat libertie, and 
icenced hym to depart and goe avvay 


vvhether he vvolde: yet all vvas but a de- | 
ceiptfull practiſe to vvork him mor ſpi- rhe bro. 
te and iniurie. For loe, the vngratefull 8c ther ofthe 
churliſhe Caluiniã, vvhiche had receiued * 

the monei, ſent oute priuilie a ſubarned 


goeing forth:to v ich holde him from ef: £5 
caping away: and to accuſe hm of higa 
treaſon. This was no ſooner done than 
the man was all ry fled, and ſpoyled t fis 
horfe ridden and vſed as pleaſed them is 
money all taken from hym, ſani % 
portion to ſerue tor his e pet f, - 
citie of London , hender ſiſpertyakes? 
they ſem hym as a priſdoerwitha firdbg « 
and curionſe garde Andwhoh he. come. / 
thither,and hid openc o her 
maidfhits Councell (ner to one 'of 


N — — * 
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abroade to the reproche of thedeade: )he 
was by them caſten of, and put ouer to 
the Superintendent af London, and by 
AY hym throwne,firſt into one priſon then 
Ain to in to an other, and thyrdlie in to the To- 
e werof Londò, vvbete the ſpace wellnigh 
lodge: the Of a quarter of a yere ( hardlie eſcaping 
— the racke and tortures) he was ſore puni- 
at vveltal ſhed for that beinouſe ofſence( forſuthe) 
aſter." of peſtitution, 
And here therecitall of this hiltorie 
tteth me inremembrance of that ridi- 
culousand wanton maner of chatting of 
oure aduerſaries (as oure moſte auncient 
enemies were wont to doe a ſlaunde- 
jag Catholiques to be of familiar ac- 
5 wrath” devills. And I might 
oontr lacke time thi mater, yf I ſhoutd 
rectenl ey all che ſurmiſes, and fables w- 


— forged, touching this 
? many this is one. Pou- 
fowrdyetes ſy 


> 


dur- 
4 


the, that the matter miglut nat be vttered 


rar 
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that it was done by luglings and canju+ 
rings practiſed by Catholiques. Againgie 
hapned that certein charmes or inchaune 
ments, and deuiſes of vitchecraſt wound 
vp together in peeces of parchement 
* h —— & ſuchelike ſond 
toyes , and hydde in the grovde, xere at 
lengthe fownd by certein perſones: The 
matter was ſuppoſed to haue bene con- 
triued for ſome miſchefe or deſtruction 
to the Quenes Maieſtie. But who was he 
among all oure a duerſaties which did not 
charge Catholiques with that fact? yet 
joe, not long after, yt was fowndowr and 
proved, that a certein miniſter w.s rhe 
Author and principall of this ſorcerie, & 
had diverſe complices & acceſſaries whi+ 
che were verie zealouſe goſpelters: whe- 
reupon all vn huytht fodainlie > yea ( 
buſye as they were before )now they ſay 
not one woord of the matter, ſauynge 
that ſome (to ture tho fault frome one 
to an other that the blume mighc fall ſom 
way on Catholiks ) ſayde that this mi- 
niſter bad perhaps diſſe mbled his religion 
and vn a verie papi hart. A like 
ſurmiſe was deuife an ><cident that 

hapned ina citie and vatuerknie, VV here 


The mink 
Ner of New 
vviagtos- 


© 
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a" booke bynder for ſpeaking ſome 
woords in the fauoure of the Catholique 
religi6 was arraigned at the aſſiſes, before 
the ludges, and roughlie handied by all 
the benche. For beſyde muche griete and 
vexation whiche he endured in priſon: 
the matter tell gvt thus at the laſt, partlie 
by che verdit of the Iurie, and partlie by 
the rigoure of the [udges: that the poore 
man wis fyrſt made to ſtand openlie in 
the market place to his reproche and infa- 
mie, then were his eares nayled hai d and 
faſt to a poſte anda knyfe was put into 
hys owne hand, there with all to cutt his 
one ears in ſunder & ſo tq delyuet hym 
ſelfe. This was a ſeuere ſentence aboue 
meaſure as many men thendyd think, Bur 
what folowed? A wonder full Iudgement 
of God vadowbredlie. For withein few 
diyes after, the two ludges, and well nigh 
all the iurie, many of the iuſtices & free- 
holders, with verie my other of them 
whiche had bene preſent there, dyed all 
of a {traunge kinde of diſeaſe, ſome in the 
fayd citie, and ſome in other places. But 
all the blame far this was layd vpon Ca- 
tholiques: all this was imputed to magike 


and ſorcerie, as practiſed by Catholiques, | 


W e ka. —— 
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V Vhat ſafery then or ſecuritie(friad 
Gerard is there ſor vs In how hard ter- 
mes ſtand we think yow, when. not onlie 
other mens faults are layed vpon vs, but 
the manif. it [udgements of allmigktie 
God are peruerſlie interpreted to oure 
inconuenience and infamie? 
could neuer make end: ytIihoulde 
proſecute all the other means whi-he our 
aduerſaries woork to the d i ſhonoure and 
ſlaundet of oure cauſe: For yi they may 
lind one ( be he neuer ſo baſe & fo badd- ) 
which can tell anie reprochetull tale a- 
gainſt Rome or bringe ante, tydingcs 
ſownding to the rebuke thereof, ot of aay 
others whack are thought to fauoute our 
faith and religion: albeyt that the ſtuffe 
which he bringeth, or the tale xu che he 
telleth be either nothig hut verierakinges 
of the ſinke & cãdells of filthie detractiõ, 
or elſe voyde of all probabilitie or ap- 
pearkce of truthe: yet ſuch a felow is for 
theyr toeth: hym they take holde of as 
affectuouſlie as they ca and obtrude him 
to the people as a prophet: to hym they 


geue free leaue, and libertie to talke, to 3% vw 
diſpute, to preache, andto-write vat ſo 174 
euer he lulteth according to his owns ad 


} 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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ter Phantahe & pleaſure, ſo he doe it by way 


mr g 


om 40 ' * 
we & lye tholique religiõ. Now vHence cometh ſo 
N of A- 
e. det vp 
the pal- 
& ho 
pred y vit 


of deſpite and contumelie againſt the Ca- 


great rancour and hatred? verof ſprin- 
geth ſo muche diſpleaſute and malice? 


what may be the cauſe of all this ſpite and 
Nen hovo- enuyfcan ye tell? Yea but they reit not 
13 thus-they l 


ay not with in this degree of 
immodeltie: nor are content to be kept 
with in theſe limits of folye: they run 
— much farther: for yf there be 
none to be fownde, which can tell tkorn- 
full and ſcoffing tales, nor throw vp on 
heapes any fili hyneſſe. nor obſerue and 
note any miſbehauiovors againſt Rome: 
then doe theſe felowes forth of theyr 
own forge coyne and creme news miracles 
and wondres of Rome, to doe them ſelues 


. ſome pleaſure or ſeruice in pulpets. ta- 
lanvarie, 
FILE 
{This ta 

| bli 4gbook 
vv prin the laſt yere ar Rome,& that by the ſpace 
| E, of many dayes. V Vherby they woulde 
ood a*d make vs heleiue that God by greate and 


Kd. veli 
we end 
eee, wrath and indignation agoinſt that citie, 
nocd, 


bles,& books. And to ſuch an eſſect they 
haue late lie ſettforth in a prioted piphler 
mani merusiſous things to haue happened 


ſtraunge ſignes and rokens doeth ſhe w his 
for they tell vs of two Sunnes and two 
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rainbowes that appeared at one time: that 
ſaint Peters great gate dyd fall downe, 
and kill fourrene perſones with eight ſol- 
diours. That two towers allſa of Saint 
Peters churche were fallen, had beaten 
douwae the churche and cruthed in pieces 
much people,amongcrhom. were eigh- 
tene preeſts: furcher more, chat tie chur- 
ches of the feancilcanes, ſaint lames , & 
of ſaint Bartilme w, with oute ladyes. 
churche. the whole Monalterie of Marie 
Magdalen,the whole Armoriecof the citie 
ot Rome, the hoſpitall of an hundred and 
fiftie perſones with an inſinitie number 
of other houſes and buyldiogs fell downe 
all at once: And all this happened (ſay 
they) to the intent that the world igt 
vaderſtand the Roman Religion to 
pleaſe God. I paſſe ouer and amitt verie 
mane ſuch arrificiall ſhifces and deuiſes 
ich oure aduerſarics doe leane to, of 
purpoſe to —— ons more od- 
iouſe in the nt ol the people. 
Now —— to cume at the laſt ro 
an end jyowknow che ſtate af oute caſe⸗ 
in what termes vve ſtand, and to vuhat 
Iſſue oure matters in England are gro- 
vv. All is on « hote fire vvich the light 


d OF THE PERSECVYTION 
e* booke bynder for ſpeaking ſome 
woords in the fauoure of the Catholique 
religi6 was arraigned at the aſſiſes, before 
the ludges, and roughlie handied by all 
the benche. For beſyde muche grieſe and 
vexation whiche he endured in priſon: 
the matter fell owt thus at the laſt, partlie 
by che verdit of the Iurie, and partlie by 
the rigoure of the ludges: that the poore 
man was fyrſt made to ſtind openlie in 
the market place to his reproche and infa- 
mie, then were his eares nayled hai d and 
faſt to a poſte anda knyſe vas put into 
hys owne hand, there, with all to cutt his 
owe ears in ſunder & ſo tq delyuer hym 
ſelfe. This was a ſeuere ſentence aboue 
meaſure as many men thendyd think, Bur 
what folowed?A wonder full Iudgement 
of God vadowbredlie. For withein few 
dayes after, the two ludges, and well nigh 
all the iurie, many of the iuſtices & free · 
holders, with verie many other of them 
whiche had bene preſent there, dyed all 
of a {traunge kinde of diſeaſe, ſome.ia the 
ſayd citie, and ſome in other places. But 
all the blame ſa this was layd vpon Ca- 
tholiques: all this was imputed to magike 


and ſorcerie, as practiſed by Catholiques, 
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V Vhat ſafery then or ſecuritie(friad 
Gerard his there tor vst In how hard ter- 
mes ſtand we think yow, when. not oalie 
other mens taults are layed vpon vs,but 
the mamif. it [udgements of allmightie 
God are peruerſlie interpreted to oure 
inconuenience and infamies 

could neuer make end: yt1(houlde 
proſecute ali the ocher means whi-he our 

aduerſaries woork to the di ſhonoure and 
flaunder of oure cauſe: For yi they ma 
lind one ( be he neuer ſo baſe & fo badd- ) 
which can tell anie reprochetull tale a- 
gainſt Rome : or bringe anie tydinges 
ſownding to the rebuke thereof, ot of any 
others v hich are thoughe to fauoute out 
faith and religion: albeyt that the ſtuffe 
which he bringeth, or the tale vd che he 
telleth be either nothig but verie rakinges 
of the ſinke & cinells of filthie d-rractis, 
or elſe voyde of all probabilitie or ap- 
pearkce of truthe: yet ſuch a felow is for 
theyr toeth: hym they take holde of as 
affectuouſlie as they can,and obtrude him 
to the people as a prophet: to hym they 


geue free leaue, and libertie to talke, to 3» vvws 


diſpute, to preache, and to- write What (0 — 


euer he julteth according to his owns zend 
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inder Phantaße & pleaſure, ſo he doe it by way 
* ot deſpite and contumelie againſt the Ca- 


lag ge, great tancout and hatred? vherof ſprin- 
ha the pat. geth ſo muche diſpleaſute and malice? 
, hat may be the cauſe of allthis ſpite and 
« hovo- enuytcan ye tell? Yea but they reit not 
a __ thus:th ly det wich in this degree of 
immodeſtie: nor are content to be kept 

with in theſe limits of folye: they ran 
headlong much further: for yf there be 

none to be fownde, which can tell Korn- 

full and ſcoffing tales, nor throw vp on 
heapes any fili hygeſſe. nor obſerue and 

note any milbehauiovors againſt Rome: 

then doe theſe felowes forth of theyr 

owa forge coyne and cre ite new miracles 

and wondres of Rome, to doe them ſelues 

The 2g. , {ome pleaſure or ſeruice in pulpers, ta- 
tel pes, & books. And to ſuch an effect they 


anvaric, | 
1155 "* hauelatelie ſettforth in a printed piphler 
— mani meruailous things to haue happened 
ww prin- the laſt yere at Rome, & that by the ſpace 
Fart of many dayes. V Vherby they woulde 
ood a*«d make vs heleiue that God by greate ant 
b ud ftrounge ſignes and tokens doeth he w his 
zrproba wrath and indignation ageinſt that citi a, 
Sead. ſor they tell vs of two Sunnes and two 


ve & — tholique religis. Now vſence cometh ſo 


IN, IN GLAND E- ley 
rainbowes that appeared at ons time: that 
ſaine Veters great gate dyd fall dow ne, 
and kill fourrene perſones with eight ſol- 
diours. That two towers allſa of Saint 

Peters churche were fallen, had beaten 
dow ae the churche and cruthed in pieces 
much people, among hom were eigh- 
rene preeſts: further more, that tie chur- 
ches of the fcancilcanes, ſaint lames, & 
of ſaint Bartilmew, with oure ladyes 
churche. the whole Monalterie of Marie 
Magdalen,the whole Armorieof the citie 
ot Rome, the hoſpitall of an hundred and 
fiftie perſones with an inſiaitie number 
of other houſes and buyldiogs fell downe 

all at once: And all this happened (ſay 

they )to the intent that the world might 
vaderſtand the Roman Religion to d. 
pleaſe God I paſſe ouer and amite verie 
m inie ſuch arrificiall ſhiftes and deuiſes 
1 nich oure aduerſaries doe leane to, of 
purpoſe to make oute caule more od- 
iouſe in the open ſight ol the people, 

; Now therfore/ to come at the laſt to 
an end yyowknow che ſtate of aure caſe⸗ 
in what termes vve ſtand, and to vvhat 
Iſſue oure matters in England are gro- 

vvẽ᷑. All is ona hote fire-vvith the light 


Ieh. 16. 


10. 16. 


154 or Trins cron 
burning flames of peſecutions: Catholt- 
ques and riꝑ ht belieuers are everie where 
afflicted with all maner of diſcõmodities, 
with hatreds, with reproches, nh t6d!, 
with impriſonments, with iniuries, and 
with what elſe ſotuer jeruethro anaffli- 
Red lyfe or helpeth to make vp a calami- 
tie, full, abſolute and petite: And yet for 
all this oure adverſaries are not mout d at 


' all with any affect iõ oſ pitie or cõpaſ ion: 


but their wrathe waxeth fierce, and their 
— —— freſh dailie more & mo- 
re: ln ſo muche as now they ſeme to be 
come to that point whereof oure Sa- 
uioure foretolde : chat exerie one that killeth 
, thirke be doeth A ferwice to Gods 

the Catholiques doe 'romfort them 
ſelues with the woords of oure Savioure 
foloweingin the ſame place: Theſe thing 
they will doe to you, becanſe they haue not 
knowvne my father wor me : but theſe things 1 
have ſpoken vnto yowv that when the heurr 
ſhall come, ye may vemembre them, for I haut 


ſpoken to h. Tharſayeing allſo of Saint 
aule they doe often recite for their co 


1. Cor. io fort. God it faithful, wohithe vill not fuſer 


you 10 be tempted abone has ye maye , 
enen vyith temptation ht vvill make an encrta- 


theix heads to be yet ſuffred ; we ſhall 
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ſe, that ye may endure. 

This encreaſſe of the faithfull, thus 
promiſed before hand as a recompenſe 
for patient ſufferance of perſecution, the 
Catholiques in England doe ſẽſiblie ſeele 
to be paſſinge good: And thereupon yt 
falleth owte,thar beſide the inward ſue- 
teneſſe of the holie ghoſte, they are allſo 
not alitle animated and confirmed with 
this externall comfort and conſolation, 
whiles they vnderſtand and ſee with their 
eyes the number of right belieuyng Ca- 
— to be ſo maruailouſlye encrea 
ſed, ſyus the rigour of the perſecutors 
haith bene doubled and redoubled vpon 
them. For this is a manifeſt ſignification 
of gods — . aſſure and 
certiſie vs that he will neuer forſake this 
oure cauſe, or rather [ mightſay his,own 
cauſe, yt we for oure parts doe fullfill and 
kepe the rules and precepts of humilitie, 
mekneſſe, longanimitie and patience. And 
v ithoute doubt yf in mynd and memorie 
we wolde runne ouer & veve the trou- 
bles whiche Catholiques haue ſuftered 
allredye: or meaſure & eſteme by conie+ 
cture the vexati6s which may hang ouer 


The tncs 
ſe of Ca- 
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the power or hahilitie of man, that hither 
to they haue ſulteined the ſame:nor may 
be looked for that hereafter by mans 
they may perſeuere ſtedfaſtlie to 
the ende. This mult be begged and craued 
of God alone, and muſt by cõtinuall pra- 
yers be obteined of the father of lights, 
from vyheme exerve beſt geft and euerie per- 
felt gayſt proced eth. | 
Now, what puiſlance and valew of 
mynd think yow might ſuffice? hat no- 
bleneſſe of e wer nedefull ? what 
ſtrong and — conſtancie do you 
iudge requiſite to make mẽ hable to bea- 


re and endure thoſe vexatiom whiches, 


before I haue reported? thofe contume- 
lies (I mean ) and thoſe deſpnesthoſe re- 
bukes and diſhonors? thoſe priſons, bolts 
and ſhakles?thoſe deformities and diſor- 
ders ? thoſe loothſome and ill fauored 

hes? thoſe ſtinking ſauours? thoſe pu- 
trifactiom for want of good lodging: 
thoſe conſumptions , taiſtings and pi- 
hyngs away for lacke of naturali-ſutti- 
mancefthoſetorments?thoſe deathes? And 
neuertheleſſe that ſame whiche before 4 


finde, how yt can neyther be imputed to | 


have ſay de, I muſt here eftſones repeate 


| 
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and yow muſt kepe yt in memorie , for 
it is true, that I haue ſkant touched the 
hundreth part of thoſe afflictions whi- 
che oure Cathaliques dailie ſuſtein in 
priſon. But yet yf Catholiques might fya 
de ſuch fauour as they might be entrea- 
ted and vſed in ſuche maner as theeues, 
manmurderers, parricides,and hainouſe 
offenders are vſed, ar might be releued 
with their owne goods, or refreſhed with 
the benigaitie and almes that other men 
wold beftow ofthem:we ſhowld Raue nv 
cauſe to grudge,and we might welt chink 
that we were not bardlic delte withall, 
For I know —— — En- 
and many, aſwell o calling, as of 
ye degrees of — honor, vhi- 
content to ſell 
away all their goods, lands and poſſelli6s, 
and to yelde them felues to become fer 
uants to the afflicted Catholiques, rather 
than the ſame Carholiques thould: ſuffer 
ſo vnſemelie and d honorable miſchie- 
fes and inconuenie nces ofhungre, fami- 
Re , pouestie and want of adceſfaries as 
they doe daihe ſuffer and endure vbur it 
will not be allowed nor permitted. 
Yer{woldnotyowlhoaldrake e 
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other wiſe than | mei. Fſpeake not of tho 
ſe principall perſanes of honor or woor- 
ſhipp,whiche are in priſon for religion: 
who{ 1deny not) haue libertie to vſe 
their ovvn goods. But I ſpeake of che 
great multitude of moſt miſerable poore 
captiues, and ſpeciallie of prieſts, vvho at 
this daye are kept ſo ſtraitlie, as no man 
hathe acceſſe vnto them: and vvho ſo euer 
deſireth acceſſe, he is called in ſuſpition: 
and except he can purge hym ſelfe , he is 
apprehended by and by. So Maiſter hanſe 
of late, vvhen he deſired to ſpeak vvith 
ſome priſonersſ bicauſe he had almes to 
delyuer to them) vvas attached as — 
cted for religion, and in ſhort ſpace after 
hanged on The galovves. In like fort ma- 
ny other, for the ſame cauſe , haue bene 
arrealted ypon ſuſpitið, and clapt in pri- 
ſon. And by theſe means oure aduerſaries 
do terre Catholiques, that none ſhould 
dare to' bring "wy mes forpriſooers. 
And it is no leſſe perill to the gevers 
than to the bringars, yfthe matter be on- 
ceknowne:Buc it hapneth to be-knowne 
manie waye3:andoure aduerſaries, to get 
the knqwleige thereof, doe oftentimes 


put prieſts to tbe tacke, ar other tortu- 
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ret, and examinthE who they are whiche u. roars 
hue geuen them almes ? and who hathe 1 Jer: 
be{towed vpon the other woorks of Pie- racked foe 
tie ? And yt anie by force of torment crane 

4hould confefle anie ſuch thing(whiche mote t 

to this day, by gods help, none hathe do- 

ne: then wolde oure aduerſarie thereup6 

two maner of wayes anoye vs. Firſt, he 

wold vtterlie diſcredit the m4,as a traitor 

to his own frinds : then wold he ſo afflict 

the geuer of almes, as for drede of pudi- 

{hement he vold driue away others from 

exerciſe of like works of pietie. 

Now, ſiche oure aduerſaries by this 

cunnyng deuiſe haue brought this to 

paſſe, that none dare geue almes, nor anye 
Aare carie to a priſon the almes whiche is 

geuen: yt mult medes hereupò folow(as 

plainlie with oure eyes we ſee haith fo- 

lowed) that oure Catholiques in priſon 

through penurie, nedyneſſe, and want of 

neceſſaries muſt langui ſh & weare away, 

and at the laſt for verie pinyng hungar & 
nakedneſſe pitifullie periſhe in priſon l 
ſuppoſe yow haue heard of a certein nũ- 
ber of perſones latelie extinct and dead in 
priſon at york: I will not take ypon me 
to auouche or ſuſpect mote hatdlie the- 
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reof, than as I haue ſayd: albeit there he 
:1» the forme whiche do ſuſpect ſomewhat be- 
tingdom, canſe that prefident there beareth ſuche 


mortall and inconſiderate hatred againſt 
Vs, as he ſemeth to couet nothing in the 
world ſo much as oure vttet ruine & de- 
ſtruction. God be gratiouſe to hym, geue 
hym a better mynde, and (end hy m a mi- 
leder ſpirit towerd miſerable captiues, 
that he hymſelfe allſo, once at the length 
when the ee will come, may for hym 
ſelfe obtarn mercie at the hands of the ge- 
\, fierall and common Lorde and ludge of 
vs all. 

YFI wolderecite the bitter afli on 
and inhumanitie which Catholiques ini 
chat priſon at york the yeres by paſt haue 
felt and ſuffred,or at this ty me do fele and 
ſuffer more than euer before: [ ſhould ne- 
yer make ende. But by this one we may 
coniecureof the reſt. A certein miniſter 
competenlic learned, whiche had Rode a 

at while on our aduerſaries fide, and 

verie earneſtlie to the vtrermotte of 
his power defended the ſame:came at the 
—.— ſuch intelligence by reading of 
the holie fathers, as hie dyd ſee verie clear-. 
lie that his companions had to truthe to 


leane 
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this was! known: he world 
oure adueriariesapprebend the mam they 
bel e by threuniogestoutt him io are: 
But he for all chat id not tet ryfladcbey 
ſett vpon hym vvish arguments but he 
was to hardior the dehey vvold uVνnnn 
kiym vvittr faier v s, but he is not 
allured:V Vhatthen#.zhey thruſtitym in- 
taptiſob, they handle hyot(harphie : yet 
ia he noahingrelenttd. At the laſt they 
Hung bym y ſrrward infu 7,45 his 


% 


feet being put in a payre of highſtocks, 


he lay vviti his{houldets anlie vpũᷣ the 
floore, and that vv ithoute eithen hedding 
or any tung to leane vp6 other than the 
bare ſ loote, the ſpace of very man daies 
together, ſauyng chat they thewed hym 
ſuche fauourunlamos at certeitrtimes thei 
caſed him ſome vvthat, o his bodilie ne- 
des. VVhatcan be move cruell than thiat 

lomit here the rigours vhich are vied 
againſt women there impr ſſoned for re- 
ligion, to chom ouer and beſydes the 
| I 
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vexatidm that are intideat to priſons; 
this fapcher greeſe it ddod, that albeit 
thett huſbands do yeide; and are confor- 
mabltcas they terme it) to oure aduerſa- 
ries: yet r they ip uni hed, except they 
vuilbeyther compell their ines to doe as 
they them ſelues doe, oreiles will take a- 
En them their neceſſarie foode & 


fi be; VV hat then ſhall theſe miſe- 
table afflicted vvomen do, when the 

can not be permitted to haue the necei- 
farie releefe of lyfe 5 no not at their huſ- 
bad: had: t muſt they not periſh through 
the incomenitces of penurie and aedye- 
ne ſſel and yet oure goſpellers are not mo- 


ued with any compaſſion or pitie for all 


theſe. 

And as to other priſons vvhiche are 
in London , 1 coulde reporte to yovv 
many kimentable cafes a{vvell, of ſuche 
#5 late vvere-extincd therein, as of them 
vvhiche yet liue chere in miſerie, but 
chat I feare leſt my complainte vvold be 
an occaſion of more greuouſe affliction 
yet this is moſte certein, that many haue 
endured verie greate extremities throu- 


gh penury,and yet dailic looke- for more 
greuous vexation , yf that moſte ſeuere 
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ger exhauſte fle Cathol.· qucg a 
they ſhall not ha able t releiue cither the 
ſeiues or their @milies, and muche leſſe 
to fuccoure others ht art atlliciegdeApd 
therevpon the Rute and copdizzons, of 
Catholiques in Eogkind icmeth. likely 59 
fall in roextreme-cajamnies,and ncaa 
uenienctæ, Newer i oh, bekace. with 


imo thu: poſing; excellent; lngulr and 
in dede prunceticnoblancihe of bert, v uch 
the vxceting ire cle men y e 
diſpohton whioke nature bathe planted 
in oure Q ner bim hardlie induced to 
belbeue ther her mateitie v ill permit ſuch 
o:{traitt. and /exretimerlaw to be put 30 
execution to tt vu r rume of men ail; 

&ed vich niere, to tbe ouetthtow of 
her owne ſutiecti / ve diſturhance of 
her kingdome, ad ta di iue all the whole 


i i urches be put Before 
in execution. Forit vvill ſo yizerhe begs, me uod. 


 cluſions 
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Lor lc beſi des, imteurmaſoritthe wot 
cr tRerebfi Yet! on Ihe 
other fyde hen L depelie conſider how 


Her p᷑taet i moen malt vd nh he 
cbt ut moπνα oß une aduer ſaties, 
a mow (uÞtile: ama rDRCUNDGY OE 

Ane indeed andftmredvpreoure 


rent w ond defibgetion z>rbilerthe> 


| | arm hat dor 
kxtremties mabepormpmedagamit've 


Th: Nove therſoteſ to conaate ef in 
pn recs — os ts to 
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doe in theſe ſtruito ui ratica nein we 
ſcond. One, chat wir deren uν e, und 
de tute prayert wo hm dall and crie 

dure L rde and Shui bara Ihriſt . to 
molHfye the bares of. cure pefſecutors. 
The other, thut woreanioc ma ſcadfatt 
Faro Hd re ſcture mende te ſulker r beare 
forkifulw,>whar ſo eu hape neth to 
, referr ag alt thereſt ie moſte h 
Ire prowl denoe „vb ctrsinboſte certeit 
perſusſi truſti st bo bei. that yf wo ſtad 


# \ 
— 


Nm 2 
faſt in thdynbdh ind laye onde feluey 
vhollie xder dus xbſtodie and protect. d. 
he will auirecte , the ſaſeſt waye rare 
the hauen of he, ust. 

And yt ve perſiſt irmiy inthismyad 
and pur poſe, vf we pert on this armoure 
of hope, faiche, and ſeruent charit ie, with 
the contempt of all mortall and wardlie 
things: yt we be(L{aye once fait planted . 
and depelyrootedin this moſte arm and 
vnmoudbi rock,which is oute Chriſte 
crucrheds ViVe thell be able wh greads 
eaſe, and withoure/trouble to endure, nd 
abyde hut rigoure or crueltie foreurs 
qute — — thailpractiſeagainlt vs. 

For we thilt peateably bawoye thepa « 

trete ſecuritie & @merneſſcafthar — 8 

who mt oareSmiioure in the goſpell - 1h 

menderh as a right wyleman:vwbich bi | 

dea his hoe pon the rocke, and the rant 
dyd ful, and the flooder come; and: the woruds 
dyd blowy,and ruſhed ag. auf thas bowoſe, and 
fell not, for ytwoas laryded! pon: s tracker 
yea>wethall ſenſihiy focle iu oure harry, 
and profeſſe by mouth, as Saim Paule tin 
that moſte hu nhd mate valliũt capital 

ofoure religionland champion of Clit 5 

dure Saui dure h foal ſeparate 'vs from Rom 8, 
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the lowe of Chriſte 2 ſb vi bel ads 


wer ſrirt hall nckedneſſet ſball-perati ſhultper- 


ſeommran't ſhdl the ſc r tvs wito thoutd 
ſay none of theſe : ft Nun (by he ext+ 
pownderth hym ſeite : Neycher dtarhe, nor 
lyſe,nar angells,nor printipali ie. nor powvers, 
nor things preſent, nor things to cane nor ſiren- 
gthe, nor hig hene ſſe, nur depeneſſe , nor orber 
creature can ſeparat vt from the lowe of Gad; 
vybiche is an Chriſt leſus, ure lorde. | 

O paſſing noble ſayeing, and woor- 
thye to procede frò fo an Apoltle 
as Saint Paule was. V Vhat can be {poken 
or imagined more couragiouſef V Vhat 
can be thought in mam mynde with mo- 
re aſſured truſt and conſidẽce f This ther- 
fore muſt be de pehe cõſideted ol vs who 
are perſecuted for the ſame cauſe for 
 whiche he was perſecuted: this muſt we 
imitate, whiche wreſtle in the ſame bar- 
riars where he wreſtled, and contend for 
the ſame game for Which he contended: 
which hope for the ſame garland vhiche 
he hoped for, and expect the ſame recom 
penſer whiche he expected. Hirher mult 
all oure cogitations and ſtudies tende: hi- 
ther muſt oure forces and powers be ap- 
plied all together + the in all troubles 
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and aduerſities, we retein faſt this ſure ho. 
pe and confidence, chere of, in dede, ſo 
exceding greate fortitude will ſpring : & 
in all diſtreſſes(be they neuer ſo greuou- 
ſe, hard & doubtfull)ſuche paſling good 
comfort will ariſe and grow: as ma¼ay Jufh- 


ſe to bring vs through by fyre an vater Plaln cs. 


n tothe refrigerie (as the prophet ſaith) & 
that 107 1 b | 


mities o 


e painfull trou les and Al- 


is rorlde, in to the eucrla.. 


ſting reſt, glorie, and felicitie of God and 


all Saints, Amen. 
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A touching the former 
Vhen Iimparted \vwvich ſotme af 
my faptiliagsthys ppaſtie, v vir gh 
vyas ſentynto me from a cy end 


ouer the perry ps the ir carve 
requeſt. add certeſtkinde of de- 


u 

ſe further in to the hands of foo noble and 
principall perſones, by vvhoſe perfuakon , te 
rather commaundement it vvas put in printe. 
For 1 thought it to be muche auailable to the 
common eſtate of Chriſtendome, that this ſo 
notable a perſecution of Catholiques in En- 
gland ſhould be not onlie communicated to the 
knovvleige of this preſent age, but put ouer 
allſo to the mynde and memorie of oute poſte- 
ritie. For it hathe matter enough to ſturre vp 
them novv living to compaſſion and pitie, and 
to inſtru them that are to come, ofſvv hat thigs 
they oughtto take hede & bevyare. Bur of one 
thing I vvoolde aduertiſe the reader ( as my 
freede in other letters hath aduertiſed me ) that 
among many matters not metioned in the other 
— of his Epiſtle this one in the rehearſall of 
avves he hathe vvillinglie omitted : that is, 
hovy by many ſtatuts, aud proclamations ſuch 
order is taken in England. as no Catholique,ci- 


ther by exile, or by forſaking of his countrie, 


te \mporcunitie. I vv comet to let it paz 


r 
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tan eſcape, or vvithdravy hym felfe from cho? 


ſe paines,or ppricecutions iche 'folovy hym 


for rebgie bot it u provided(:o this effect) ric 
no Carholique may got forth of the reha, vs. 
thout ledue and licehct firſt obte ed: AA that 
ane do o ford vvithoute licence? hreſhatt 
iqrfau all hu poſſeſſion during his i eeyta und 
ſorthet hat none before his departvreforch 
of the realnje may geus tyvay his poſſeſſionr;ow 
not to —— or fryende Port i de 
dee it {hill be taken u done of cone tude 
fraude the quence bf her forfaiftures/ And a 
for ſuch forfaitures, they che calitietberarnne- 
red by tnformation of couen But this ſtatute of 
fugitiues(for ſo it is called)is ſo ſtrictlye and 
{cucrelie obſerued againſt Catholiques,as none 
vvithin the realm, date by anic vvay or mean 
help, ſuccoure, orrelecue cyther father ; mo- 
ther, huſband, bretheren,or children,vvhich are 
Catholiques, and vvithoute licece abyding ou- 
to of England, And as for this licence to be ab- 
ſent oute of the realme,as it is hardlie obteined 
for others:ſo is it neuer or ſeldome , and vvith 
verie muche difficultic grauated to Catholi- 
ues. Yea further, (vyhiche is more ſeuete) all 
thoſe pareats(vvheſe childeren areabyding in 
theſe parts, or elſe yvhere oute of England, for 
ſtudie ſake , arecompelled to enter in bond, 
vvith good aſſurance , eyther todravve their 
childeren home again by and by vvithoure ta- 
1i:ag,or to depriue them vtterlie of all exhibi- 
tion and releete. All vyhiche things do tende to 
thu ende, that no part nor portion of anie te- 


leefe or comfort, be it neuer ſo lice, might fre: 
lye come to the Engliſh Catholiques, either at 
home or abroad. Aud theſe be the matters yy- 
hereof I thought good to admoniſh yovy, be- 
cauſe they are not ſyokꝭ of in the epiſtle. The- 
te remaineth novy no more but that all true 
Chriſtians yvold thoroyvylic vevve and cdfider 
the tzreat diſtreſſes of their bretherea æ ot their 
ovvne intrailes, and vvith moſte fetueut pra- 
ſor the common bond fake of Charitie, 
vrhiche palſeth chorovygh the vvhole co 
of Chriſtend ome,to commend their caſe to 
common lorde aucr all. 


rim cogr A TETTER SENT 
frome a prieſi;bring priſoner in the Toyver 

"Of Loden go the Ather of the'S «Fn 
v2 of Teſws i Englund 51 10 


To the denontt ycder. 
+ of J. 8 Noir 
Lthoughe it be trurxtiat Gn 
choliques impriſoned in the 
tower oflondon arckepEſg 
traidlye, and vncourteduſlte 
| i wurdet as fieyther friend: 
mayo haue ac ceſſe vnto them not they 
permitted eyther to haue company de 
to ſpeak with! other men, and muche 
leſſe to haut Dt paper, or penne . and 
ynke: Vet during the late diſputatiò ore 
with father Campian the priſoner, ſome 
of them whiche were entred in to heare 
the diſoutations, fading oportunitie, 
ſtepped a ſyde vnto the holes of ſome 
ſecluſed prieſts, to viſit and ſalute thoſe 
ſeruants of Chrilte:by whiche means, as 
by gods holie prouidence, ſome thinges 
were vnder ſtoode and knowne,touching 
their ſtate and paſſing greate comfort, 
where whith God of us goodneſſe doeth 
refreſhe and recreate them, in the myddecs 


a. 58. 


of their extreme troubles and diſtreſſes. 
And among other things, this epiille fo- 
loweing. wrimten in halte, (euen foorth 
of the mouth. dowrleiſepas it ſemeth, of 
the holy ghooſte )by a good preiſt, which 
had bene miſerablic torment ed, and ſun- 
drie times racked, came to my hands fro- 
methe reuerend fathers of tha Sneictie df 
leſus, to whome it was ſent. A here. I 
thought good to place yt hrd by 
voord taken oute of the A vonne 
handwriting , that ll mortalſc en may 
vnderſtand gods hand not to be abb i- 

ed, hut that aſwell now, at in old time, 
he-aydeth bis conteGors intheir neceſli- 
ties, and afſiſteth them with in thole dark 
zd cloſe priſon -H 


S 
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FO TH®->REVEREND-FAT;TENS 
| ek the Societic/of leſus, 


ES ofceh as ever Teonfider wich my 
Telfe ( reyerend fathers?) hovvfer- 
nenthe, and by hovy many yyayes 
and meant allmighty God ſeekeeth 
our ſaluation, de ſireth -oure lone, 
yy hehe e poſſeſſe oure hart, and to raigne 
yvi h in.ys:gue ſo many tymes,amT| aſhamed & 


1 * 


sbaſhed, hat hei ther benefits do moe vs mor 
revvat Ante vi,oot terror of Gods ladge- 
ment dgthg proadqle vs miſerable men, to ſer- 
ue and oþgy hymn Thall force and indguour,, 
ea ud wont Neclle N our bodies 263 
[rains ſacriſice, aud perfet offering to his diufe 
ne wactie,For beſide thoſe his paſſing greatt 
benebis of creation, redemption,preſeruativon, 
„ quſtificationgnd etpected gloriflcation belide 
theſe (I Gy) md infaite other his behnefiry,be 
ſtovved ypen vs : beexhorterh ys veich' molfe 
ſwrete yyogrdy,to haſte _ re boat] 
laue Genc it loue me: he yy 
hiche earhe i the motying vvaketh to we; 
ſhall fyade mz! ble(ſe# © (he man v e hes 
reth me,vvatcheth at my gxres dailie, and arts: 
deth at the poſtes of wy doorehg yvhiche fyn- 
det me, ſhall fyads lyte'; and obrein lution 
at the hands of Nis forge. "22078 
Now, vvhete he is to be fought, he hy 
ſel e reac hachys by thighs yyoords : yyligre'fs 
euer tvvo of three are gathered together lu m 
name(ſaith br) hete am I in the myddvd of the! 


tn Sen thin); Chriſte to de clic In th 
place . vvhere many. being feine din loue 
ang charitie, do aſſemble to gether to this en- 
de chats hy may hopor Gog,ſerue-god opake, 
hepe his conmaundements.aud enlarge his mo - 
He g'orzoutc kyrgdome. VVhe To he reth 
hym;Chall leatnerruthe and ſhalt 39d 
daik ne apd in blypdnes e ee 
oe (fe d (ore 10 the Founygihi tert 

Ia ſuch ſecred congregations, Acated t 6 
god, !yerh che right vVa to heaven! Avvay not 
planie debeute vvith breers and brembles, not 
haunicd ev ved livery, but cue trod - 
den vuich the feete of Eeuove people, A vvaye 
not abovugdi: g,in vain deliies met in fate flar- 
1 eαντιαν t⁰ ive not adoytned vvicrh 
bag Kovvers of this vvicked wworlde, 
ur fented aud fortified yvith mote holie Ia. 
res and ules that the fimple and Iptorant caff 
Dor erre therein, nor anic bet go a ſtray oute 
at that .xvay ; <xceps ſuche as viterlie neglect 
their,oyvnclalyatic. Here things ate aptlic di- 
oed n run ber.vveight, apd meaſure, in ſo 
much ag may yvell be ſayd. that true vviſdo - 
me in dede dyyelleth here, by vy hoſe me $5 all 
thip gs ate ſett in good order meguailouſlic He- 
re in Med and exerciſed a certeig heauenlie te- 
formation of brethten · a ſyvete correction and 
ame d ment of frovvard affe ids vvith a vvon: 
dexfull procurement and invitation to mutuall 
lauc and chatitie. 

For cheſe or ſuch like reſpeRts,I had derer- 
mined, with my ſelſe noyy tyvo yeres agoe to 
entre in to thit Kinde of ly fe, god fo VV old: & 
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I had ſome ſpeche vvich a learned and deuoutt 
man, then my Ghofttic father to this effect: 
yy hether there vvete any hope, that the fathers, 
of the ſocietie vvold reccive me vnder their 
holie rule and obedience, yfl ſhovvlde vpon 
reaſonable cauſe retarne forth of my nacurall 
countrieagaine, for; then I vyarin che parts 
beyond the ſeas: his opinion vvas cleare that L 
had no nede at all to doubt thereaf: Hereupon 
my hope encreaſed, my courage vvas augmen»: 
ted and in theſe ryyo yetes, vvhiles I haue bene 
in England, I baue oftentymes teneyved this 
purpolſe.But von hope aud truſt that my tra- 
uaile and induſtrie here, ia the harueſt of oure; 
Lorde , is not altogerhet vnprofitable, I haue 
differred the execution of my ſayd purpoſe, 
Vet novv, ſeeth Iam by the appointemet of gad 
depriued of libentie,ſo as | can not any long 
employe my ſelfe in this profitable exerciſe: 
my — is eſtſones revined, my ſpirit vv 
xeth fernent hote,and at the laſt I have made. a 
vovv and promiſe ta god;not tachlieſ as I hope) 
but in the feare of god. not to anie other ende. 
than that I mitzht therby more deuoutlie, and- 
more acceptablie ſe rue god, to my more cet». 
tain ſaluation,& to a more gloriouſe triumphs: 
ouer my ghooſtlie enemye. I haue made a 
vorv«(1 fay) thetyhen ſo euer it ſhall pleaſe 
god to deliver me ſo that once at the leni yt 
Lke hym) L veillyyith in one vers chen nen 
folevving , aſligne wy ſelfe rrholie o u. fo- 
thers of the ſocietic,and ihat (V god inſp u 
their harts to admit me:) I vvill. gladlic, and 
vvith , cxceding great oe thoroyylic , and 
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thorovvliefrom the boom ef my hart geue 
vb aud ſurrender all ory'yvild to dhe feruice 
of god, and in all obedicace vnder them. 
Thu vovve ryas tome h peſfinggrrat ioye, 
and conſolation, in the myddes of all my d- 
ſtreſſes and tri buſations And therfort, vvtiſt 
yu hope to obttin fortitude and patiẽ ce. l 
neurt to the throneof iu diuin e maie 
ſtie vir the aſſiſta nut uf i he bleſſed and per- 
uin Mariczand of all Sund And l 
vente this came of God fork dyd it cuen 
in the tyme of ehen me theught; my 
mynde v vas teded vp heauen}ic things. For 
thas it tw. | $4,972 51 24311 al | | 
Ihe me day thar IN rſt tourmented 
iden totes Lame cotheplace;jgemiig, 
my mynd coprayer,and commending my ſelie 
and ali myne to oure Lorde 1 vyas rtpleniſ- 
hed;and 6lted vp vvuh a kinde of ſuperustu- 
ralt- fy verencfle of Spirit. And cuen vvhile 1 
was callyngvpowehe moſte holie name of le- 
fus,gnd vpon the bleſſed virgin Maric ( for 1 
vvadin ſayeing the Rofarie) :my'-myud vvas 
cheere fully diſpoſed, vvell comforted, and rea- 
qills prepared. and bent to ſuſfer, and. endure 
thoſprtormenes, vv hich euerthes l moſto certe- 
inliedo c ed for. At the tength my former pur- 
ue in to my myndeand there vvithall a 
thagght eb incidentlee fell ypog- me to rauhe 
tharwovy by youve. vylichdefore h had deter- 
mM VA [ had ended my proyers:] reuol- 
ut# the(s things in my mybde depelic : and 
exfon{as vvell as T-could }I dyd debate 
and diſcuſſe them thotovviice I ludged it god. 


aud 1 
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and expedient for me: I accompliſhed my defi- 
re: I put forth my vovy and premiſe freelie, 
and boldlie, vvith the condition a fore ſayde. 
VVhuch ate, (me thivkerh)god bym ſelf did 
approue and alloyy by and by. For in all my at- 
fictions and toutrments, he of his infinite good- 
neſle,mercifully and tenderlie,did ſland by and 
allite me, cõſorting me in my trouble and ne- 
ceſſitie. Delivering my ſoule from vvicked 
lipps, from the deceitfull tongue, and from the 
roring lyons, then readie gaping for their pray. 
VVhether this that Ivvill Gay, be miraculous 
or no: God he knovveth: but'true it is. & there» 
of my coſcience is a vvitneſſe beforeGod.And 
this I ſay:that in the end offthe torture though 
my hands & feete vvere violently! ſtretched & 
racked,and my aduerſaries fullflled their yvic- 
ked Nuft, in practiſysge their cruell yranny 
vp6 my body, yet notvvitſtandingl yvas vvit 
ovvt ſeuſe and feling vvell nigh of all greefe, 
& payne: and notſe onlie, but as it vvete com- 
forted,caſed and refreſhed by the greeuet of the 
torture by paſt, I c6tinued ſtill vvith perſect & 
preſet ſenſes, in quietneſſes of hart, & triquili- 
tie of mynd.V Vhich thing yyhen the commiſ- 
honers dyd ſee, they departed, aud in goeing 
foorth of the doore,they gaue order to rack me 
againe the next day foloyycing, after the ſame 
ſorts. Novy vyhen I hearde chem fay fo : It 
gaue me in my mynd by and by.and | dyd ve- 
relie beleue & ttuſt, that vvith the help of god, 
I thould be able to beare & ſuffer it patientlie. 
In the mean tyme(as vvell as [covld)[ dyd mu- 


ſe and mec ditate vpon the moſte bitter paſſion 


TO 
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of oute Sauio ure, and hovv full of innumera- 
ble paines it v vas. Aud vvhiles I yvas thus occu- 
pied: me thought, that my left hid vvas vvoun- 
ded in the palme, and that I felt the blood run- 
ne out: but in yerydede, there vyas no ſuch 
thing nor any other payne than that, dyd then 
greene my hand. 

Novy then, that my ſute and requeſt may be 
vvell knovvne vnto yovv:for ſo muche as I am 
oute of hope,in ſhort time to recouer & cnioye 
my former libertie, ſo as I might perſonalie 
ſpeake vnto yovv, And vvhether happilic l 
ſhall once at lengthe ſpeake vnto yovy in this 
vyorld, no mortall man doeth knovy : In the 
meane ſeaſon I humblic ſubmitt my ſelfe vnto 
yovr,& (ſuppliatlic kneeling ) I beſeche yovy, 
to doe, and diſpoſe for me, and of me, as ſhall 
ſeme good to youre vviidoms And vvith an hu- 
ble myod — hartilie I crane, that(yf it may 
be in my abſens it vvold pleaſe yovy to admit 
me into your Societie, & to regeſter and inrole 
me among yovy : that ſo, vyith humble men I 


may haue a ſenſe and feling of humilitie, vvith + 


deuonte men I may ſounde out a lovyde, the 
lau ds and prayſes of God. and continually ren- 
der thanks to hym,for his benefits: and then 
after, being ayded by the _ of many. I may 
rane more ſafelie to the marke yyhicl: I ſhoote 
at and vvith oute perill attaine to the price that 
is promiſed. 

And Iam not ignorant that the ſnares & vvi 
lex of oure aunciet enemie ate in finite: for he is 
the {lye ſerper,vyhich lyeth in the ſhadovy,of 
vYoody,yvyndyngyyhirling,& turnin gaboute 


many vyayes:and vvith his vviles & ſubtil ſhifts, 
he attempteth meruailouſſie to delude & abuſe 
the ſoules of the fimple,yvhich vvant a faithfull 
guyde:in ſo much, as it is not vvithoute cauſe, 
that vve are admoniſhed, to trie the ſpirics, yt 
they be of God. To yovy therfore, bicauſe you 
are ſpirituall, and accuſtomed to this kinde of 
conflict, I commend all this buſineſſe:beſeching 
yovv euen by the bovvelles of gods mercy th t 
you vvold voucheſafe to direct me vvith your 
counſaile and vviſdome. And yf in youre fight 
yt ſeme profitable,for more honor to God. mo- 
re cõmoditie to bis churche,and eternall (alua- 


tion to my ſoule, that I be preferred to that So- 


cietie of the moſt holie name of [eſus:then pre» 
ſently before god,and in the court of my con- 
ſcience, I do promiſe obedience, to all and ſin- 
gular rectors, & gouernourt eſtabliſhed all te- 
die, or to be hereaſter eſtabliſhed, and like vvyſe 
to all rules, ot lavves recciued in this ſocierie, 
to the vttermoſte of my povver, and ſo farre as 
God doeth geue me grace: God is my vvitneſſe, 


" and this my ovvn hand vvriting ſhalbe a teſti- 


monie hereot in the day of Iudgement As for 
the healthe of my bodye,yovy haue no cauſe © 
doubt for nov vvell nere Ihaue recovered my 
former ſtrengthe and hardnefſe. by gods help, & 
Ivar cuery day ſtronger than other. Thu#in 
all other things comending. my ſelfe to youre 
prayers, byd yovy farevvell in oure Lorde,ca- 
refullye expetting vyhat yovy thinke good to 
determin of me, Vale. 


THE TRANSLATOR TO THK © 


gentle reader, 


Ince thepriating of this epiſtle laſt 
. rehearſed, I haue heard that the Au- 
thor thereof vvas one Maiſter Briit, 
be, vyholatelie ſuffered( at is ſayd)vvith 
Maiſter Campian,and Maiſter Sheryvyn, three 
moſte bleſſed and fortunate men : vyhoſe happ 
hathe bene after ſo many torments and tortures 
ſuffred far gods cauſe, to ſeale vvith their inno- 
cent blood, the truthe, vyhiche they taught 
vvith ſo much payn and daungers before. Novy 
Maiſter briit hathz more than his defire, being 
ioyued i ſocietie vvith leſus hym ſelfe,to vvho- 
ſe holie name he ſa muche coueted to dedicate 
his lyfe in this vvorlde, as appeareth by this his 
epiſtle. And I dovvbt not, but that it vvas a ſin- 
gular comfort vnto hym to ſuffer in the com- 
panie of good father Campian, ſo rare a man 
of that Societie,vvhereof he deſired fo greatlie 
to be a member yvhiles he liued. 

Hovv farr all treaſon, and other diſorder 
of lyſe, vvas from the harts, hands and vvoords 
pf th:ſe Innocent men, and thereſt vvhich vve- 
re condemned vvith them, all they can reſt:fye 
vvhiche cuer knevy them, or lined vrith them: 
for that their vvoords and exhartaticns,vvere 
allv vayt to the cõttatye. in deteſtation of all vi- 
ce, and in commendation of vertuouſe lyfe, 
vvith contempt of the vvorld,and humbly ſuf- 
fring all troubles and'perſecutions for Chri- 
ſte his ſake, adding alvvayes, that Catholiques 
muſt rather loue, & hartilie praye for their per- 


ſecutors, than ſeeke any vv to hurt them, or 
to revenge theire ſeluzs vpon them, if it lay in 
their poyver. This haue | hearde, and ſo haue 
thovyſands mo2in Englid beſydes me, and no 
mi livinge(l knovy)dyd euer heare from their 
movvthes the coatrarie. Their lyues allſo vve- 
re ſuche in all ſecret auſteritie of diſcipline to 
them ſclues:as he that had knovvne the,vrolde 
licle beleeue, that they vvere men to attempt 
ſache matters, as they vvere charged — 

Yftheſe men had bene guiltie of ſuche 
horrible treaſons:thty ſhould neuer haue bene 
ſo dallied vvithe all, firſt ia diſputatiõs, and mu- 
che leſſe ſhould they hiue had lyfe, libertie, and 
fauour ofred them, fot onelis yeelding to goo 
to churche,as maiſter Campian _— affirmed 
that they often had, and amongeſt many, named 
one of ſome accompt there preſent ( 28 it vyas 
crediblie told me) /vhich had offered the fame 
to hym vvith terrible threates , not onelie of 
deathe, but allſo of renting of his, nayles from 
his fyngars vvith pyanes, yf he yeelded not 
therynto, 

Again, their ioyfull acceptation of Indge- 
ment, and thank es geuing to God for the ſame, 
vvith their ſeuerall and moſte vehemene prote- 
ſtation. there made at the barre,after their con- 
demnation,doeth declare ſufficientlie the cle- 
arenefſe of their c6(cieces. For then, and there, 
Maiſter Campian proteſted before God and his 
angells,heauen and earthe,the vvorl f and that 
Iuigement Seate there preſent, vvhiche(as he 
trulie ſayde )vvat but a litle figure of the moſte 
drede full Iudgemet ſeat of God, before vvhlch 
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he to his greate ioye expected ſhortlie to be 


dition of his Soule, that he vas moſte innoces, 
guiltleneſſe, and vnvvitting of all and ſingular 
the matters in that inditement alleiged, and of 
euetie part and parcell thereof. Maiſter Sher- 
vvyn proteſted vvith like vehemencie, that yf 
euer his headedid imagin,or hu hart c6ceiued, 
or his tongue veitered,or his hand attepred,any 
thing againſt his ſoucraigne ladic Quene Eliza- 
beth,or againſt auyof her hovot-ble Councell, 
or againſt the common vvealthe, ot realme of 
England : he renounced there his portion in 
heauen,and defired God, aa iuſt Iudge to dine 
hym bothe in bodice and ſovyle to the eternall 
darkneſfſe and torments of hell fre Aud vyhey 
he had done, he cried oute:O happie and bleſſed 
day that euer he yyas borne. The like dyd the 
dich vvere condemned yvith hym, for- 
geuing opeulie their falſe accuſars there pre- 
ſent, and prayeing to God for them. 

Novv — anie man {heyy to me, that euer 
traitour dyed ſo, or that aguiltie conſcience, 
dothe yelde ſuche c6fidence,yvhen they knevy 
novv that there yyas no vvaye vvith them but 
deathe. 

VVell, God be blefled for them:and ſure- 
lie his holye name bathe bene greatlic glori- 
fyed by them. 

VVhat ſtraunge corments and other extre- 
mytics they haue ſnffred before they came to 
die, he alone knovveth,/and vve heare onlic of 
ſome part thereof, for vve ſee they vvere not 
men to complain of eucry thing done te them, 


ented:he proteſted(T fay vpon eternall per- 
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but vvere content to put it vp in ſecret ? vvith 

hope to receiue theire revvarde at his haud. 
Let yf vve had not heard of their ſeyerall 

& often rackings: maiſter Campian his c6ming 


to the barre yvith his handes folden fin lynnen 


clothe; and vvicth that ſebleneſſe , as he vyas 
neyther able to pluck of his ovvne mytton of 
ſreeſe nor lyft a cupp of drink to his mouthe 
vvithoute belpe, may vvell ſhevv hovy he had 
bene handled. Oure lorde ſhevy his tourmen- 
tours more mercie at the day of his Iudgement, 
than they haue ſhevved hym. Hovy mans natu- 
re had bene able to beare ovvte ſo great rigaur 
& extremities, as they haue paſſed, (except Gods 
holie grace had bene pletifull vato thee ) I doe 
notſee. And that oute lordedyd concurr vvich 
extraordinarie comfort , in their torments, it 
may appeare in this epiſtle goinge before of 
Maiſter Briant : vyhom Maiſter Norton the 
Rackemaiſter ( yf he be not miſreported ) 
vaunted in the court to haue pulled one 
good ſoote longer than ener God made hym 
and yet in the myddes of all he ſemed to 
care nothing, and therfore ovvte of dovybe 
(Gyth he Yhe had a devill vvithein hym But 
—— it bea more propertie ts the deni!l 
to ſuffer patiently, or to torment other men 
— 8. iſter Briant and maiſter Norton 
ſhall diſpute the mattet one day. vyhen deuills 
ſhall be at hand to beare vvitneſſe, and the lud- 
ge bothe of deuills, and deueliſh men, ſhall be 
at hand to geue ſentence. In the meane ſpace l 
beſeche God to actept the Innocent bloode of 
his yertuouſe preeſts, for ſome part of pacifi- 
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Asen of his vvrathe covyards vt, and to b verde 
oure perſecut ori that they hauiug the miſte of 
. error token from their eyes, may ſee the tru- 
4 the of Chriſts Catholique religion, for pro- 
ſeſſing yvhereof, they affiit vs fo gre- 
uouilic as he ſeeth, to yyboſe e al 
iniurics do lye open, and to vvhoſe 
onelye ludgement, vve leaue 
oure cauſe and doeingꝭ to 
be tryed and diſcerucd, 
vvhen it ſhall ſeme 
moſte conuenient 
10 his diuine 
maieſtie. 
Amen. 


FINIS. 


